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INTOQDUCTION 

The study of children's literaturejs developing at a steady pace. In 
contrast with the period 1960-'1965> when only 23 studies related to 
, children's literature were identified in Dissertation Abstracts Interna- 
tionaL there are at least 31 dissertations on that topic dated 1971. 
The increased inter'est in studying literature for children has par- 
alleled a strong growth rate in the number of children's books 
published each year in the United States and throughout the world. 

Studies included in this bibliography were completed or reported 
within the time period 1960-1974, The range of topics suggests the 
Influence of a number of factors. Studies of thecontent of children's 
books indicate concern with racial and ethnic characterization, with 
the value structure presented in literature, and with analysis of the 
literary quality of children's books. In addition to an interest In the 
content of literature, researchers have been discerned With the 
influence of literature upon readers. Included here are studies of at- 
titude toward literature, attitude change as a result of reading,' and 
the influence of literature on the self concept of the reader. Many 
* studies of the reading interests of chifdren and adolescents have 
been reported. Studies of response to literature^ that look 'at a 
reader's interaction with a piece of literature, increase in number 
each year. Some researchers have looked at the effects of planned 
literature experiences in the classroom, the influence of curriculum 
planning, and the effects of teacher preparation upon longterpi inde- 
pendent reading habits of children and adolescents. However, few 
studies so far have focused on this complex area of concern. 

The bibliograp'hy is made up of 332 entries which Include, un- 
published doctoral dissertations and master's theses, and pub- 
lished accounts of studies pertaining to literature for children and 
adolescents, with the, emphasis on literature for children. The bib- 
liography does not Include studifes In which children's books are 
used as a tool rather than as the focal point of the study, not does it 
include mqst studies In which all subfects were in grade ten or 
. above, literary blographies,jor criticism of authors. The coveragS^s 
as comprehensive as was possible, though some, studies'may hav^ 
been omitted because the descriptors used for library search failed 
to identify tl^em. No attempt has been tvt^de to critique the studies or 
to compile a bibliography basefJ on a set of evaluative criteria. It* was 
thought, rather, that such analysis should be left to the judgment of a 
reader after studying the primary source, 
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Since many of the doctoral studies are not accessible In published 
form, a br\ei resume of each dissertation has. been included in this 
listing. Insofar as possible, the resumes have been stated in the re- 
searchers' terms so that there will be an^^accurate reporting of the 
data For a fuller account of the study, however, th^ teader will want 
to consult the abstract in Dissertation Abstracts International or 
send for a copy of the study. The University Microfilm Order Number, 
necessary for obtaining a copy of the study, is given for each of the 
dissertations. Copies of the dissertations are available from Xerox 
University Microfilms, 300 N.^eeb Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 
at a cost of $7.50 for microform and $15.00 forxerograph (if ordered 
in the U.S.) on a prepaid basis: 

It will be noted that the bibliography is organized into three sec- 
tions The first section contains abstracts ofdissertations completed 
from 1960-1'974 and several studies reported in ERIC. Jhe second 
section contains a bibliography of research published in journals 
from 1965-1974. The third section contains a bibliography of the 
following types of materials; book and' monograph reports of re- 
search in children's literature. ERIC Documents not included in Part 
1 . bibliographies of -research in childr^o^s literature, doctoral studies 
not directly related to^terature for children but of interest to educa- 
tors and researchersSand unpublished library school master's 
theses reported in Library Literature. Research papers done at the 
master s level, which are not dissertations, have not been included In ' 
this bibliography: however, many such papers are available from in- 
stitutions which grant graduate degrees in'librarianship and educa- 
> tion with an emphasis qn literature. Some, though not all, of those 
papers are Indexed in Library Literature, ijtjrder to direct th^ user of 
this bibliography to* the fullest account of the study, references to 
^doctoral research -have been largely confir\ed to the Dissertation 
Ab94racts International listing. although.Jo a few cases, .a journal 
article has been cited as well. Published- research, primarily journal 
articles, comprises nearly half of this bibliography. Because the ma- 
jority of^the journals are readily accessible, journal articles have not 
been annotated. ' 

All of the articles as well as the dissertations in this listing have 
been indexed to provide maximum help to readers. Indexing was 
done using these categories: general subject of the research, 
characteristics of the sample, instruments used for evaluation, and 
type of study. T^e majority of the studies are experimental studies 
and content analyses; however, there are also a number of surveys,- 
comparative studies, and litefary analyses^ The index is seen as an 
essential part of the bibliography because it represents an attempt to 
identify common elements of a large number of studies dealing with 
literature for children anjii adolescents. 

The compilers of the bibliography want to acknowledge the 
contributions made by the chairpersons and ^ members of the IRA 
Committee on Library Resources and Reading Development, for the 
project was initiated and carried out as q charge to that committee. 

■ ■ ^. • ' 1 



We especially thank Ruth Kearney Carlson and Sara Innis Fenwick. 
chairpersons of the committee during the working period, for their 
encouragement and assistance. Tharvks are also due Rosemary 
Weber, Helen Huus, (Miriam Peterson* and Sara Fenwick, subcom- 
mi'ttee members ' Who helped to plan the indexing of the bib- 
liography We are grateful to Patricfa Col)ing, Xerox University 
MicrofHms editor, for granting permission for us to quote from 
dissertation abstracts to which the company,holds the copyright. 

We have found this search for information about children's read- 
ing interests, reading material, and response to literature an Interest- 
ing venture. A perusal of the index will indicate that there is a dearth 
of information aboutvsome rather crucial areas and a considerable 
amount of information about other facets of the discipline. It is to be 
hoped that future researchers will add to the store of knowledge 
about topics, that emerge as important t0 contemporary society and 
td the educatioriof humanists 

DIANNE L. MONSON 
^ BETTE J. PELTOLA 
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DISSERTATIONS ^ND ER\C DOCUMENTS 

^This section provides resumes of/doctoral dissertations and other unpublished 
^^ludies dealing with lileratu/e.f0r children and -the early adolescent ' years. 
Cbmpiled for use by.scholars ar/d researchers, the section includes a summary 
of each study with informalior/about subjects, instrumentation, findings. anS 
type of study Those character/stics of the studies have been indexed in Part 4 so 
that related research may bfe identified The maienals summanzed here are 
available as ERIC Documer/s or from-^erox Univerily Microfilms The ERICjium- 
bers and University Micrqffilrfi order numbers are included after each entry. 
^Copies of Ihe dissertatiort's are available from Xerox University Microfilms. Ann 
Arbor. Michigan at a co^t of $7 50 for microform and $15.00 for xerograph (if 
ordered m the U S ) on a prepaid basis. The University Microfilm order number 
IS necessary for obtaining a copy of the study Microfiche of the ERIC Documents 
are available m mosi university libraries Information and prices on ERIC Docu- 
ments are availa^e from ERIC Document Reproduction Service. P.O. Box 190 
Arlington Virg+fTia 22210 



1 Agr^e. Rose Hyla. 'The Black Amencan m Children'^ Books: A Critical 
Analysis of the Portrayal of the Afro-Amencan as Delineated fn^he 
C^Dntents of a Select Group of Children's Trade Books Published in 
America from 1950 to 1970^' New York University, 1973. University 
Microfilm No 73-30.045 246 pp.^ V 

-An attitude questionnaire sent to a stratified sample of persons using 
children s bool^ was applied to a highly select sample of children's fiction 
books m which at leaat one major character was black. The books were 
published in America between 1950 and 1970 and were intended for 
Children aged 5 to 12. The study concluded that most of the books in the 
sample would fail to enlighten either the black or-white'^hild as tacauses 
and background of the racial situation in the United States. Earlier deroga- 
tory stereotypes of the black American appear to have been replaced by 
middle class black characters lacking m significant ethnic authenticity. 
The books'also.fail^d to depict the variety of personal and socioeconomic 
fife styles of black Americans 

2. Appleberry. Mary HHton. *'A Study of the Effect of Bibliotherapy on Third 
Grade Children Using a Master List otTitles from Children's Literature." 
University of Houston. 1969. University Microfilnn No. 69-21.746. 176 

The 270 heterogeneously grouped third grade children studied were 
pcetested and pqsttested with different forms of the California Test of Per- 



sonaiity The experimental class\?s read ftooks selected for their bib- 
itotherapeutic value Jhe control qa$ses ^ad any library books except 
triose selected for bibhotherapy Each chiufi kept a Ust of books read and at 
the end of nme^ weeks indicated the best took he had read, the book that 
,had helped him solve ^personal problerrV, and the one he would recom- 
mend to a friend who had a probl^em In nine of the twelve subtests of the 
California Jest of Personality analyzed, the experimental group scores 
were significantly higher than those of the control group. It was concluded 
tnat^bibhotherapy is possible and helpful in a normal classroom 

3 Ash. Brian. The Construction of an Instrument to Measure 'Some Aspects 

of Literary Judgment and Its Use as a Tool to Investigate Student 
Responses to Literature" Syracuse University. 1969. University 
MicroMm No 70-10 313. 145 pp . * " 

■ Eleventh grade students in three Montreal, Quebec, higfi schools were 
given a test of literary judgment to investigate som^aspects of student dis- 
crimination and response to literature Each of two forms of the test, silent 
re<^d!ng and listening, were administered to two groups of students When 
the Silent readtn^|rm was given first and tfpe listening form second, a .05 
level of SignificaWe was fQund favonng silent reading Representative 
samples o^ high, middle and low scorers were then interviewed and asked 
to rationah/e their choices of answers to Part 1 of the test When responses 
• were anaiy.'ed the cajegones of response identified were guess, misread- 
. ing unsupported- judgment supp9rted judgment, poetic preconceptions. 
'Solated elements narrationaTMechmcat, irrelevant associa^ion/interpreta- 
tton and self-involvement * ■ • * 

4 Ashley. Helen Catherine. 'A Study 'of the Relationships of Several 

MeasuresiOf Interpretive Skills m Literature and Achievement in Read- 
ing State Umversiiv of New York at Buffalo, 1972 University Microfilm 
No 7? 23.847 ' ' 

Selected fourth and fifth grade children, most of tf^eni of average or above 
a\/erage mt&lligence were given the following tests-: A Look at Literature: 
the N.CTE Cooperative Test of Critical Reading and Appreciation. The 
^ Gates-MacGiniiie'Reading Tests, Forms 1 M and 2M. a teacher rating of in- 
terpretive respond scale a teacher rating scale of reading achievement; a 
self.-rating scale^of interpretive response to- literature, and a self-rating 
sc^le of ^eadiniQ' achievement The Campbell and Fish K?fS4titrait-Multi- 
method Matrix was used "to determine th^^dnvergent-discnmmant ability 
of the NCTE test The 48 correlation met the criterion of convergent validity 
moderately but did not meet the criterion of discriminant validity There was 
a significant correlation ( 05) between scores on the NCTE test and the 
Gates-MacGiniti<e Reading Tests (vocabulary and comprehension scores). 
It was concluded that the NCTE test did measure well enough to provide 
some information about appreciation of literature 

5 Backous. Howard T. A Study of Elem*entary Children's Interpretation of 

Literature under \?arious Patterns of Presentation. " University of Iowa, 
1966 University Microfilm No 67-2590, 146 pp. A • 



'A group of 1 519 sixth grade pupils was divided into three subgroups 
equivalent itT number and socioeconomic make-up Each subgroup .^yvas 
divided into grvOijps Qt high average and low achievement Different types 
of stones with a difficulty range from one grade level above to one grade 
level beiow the reading and interest levels of sixth-grade pupils were 
/ presented to all three subgroups, but a different time pattern of presenta- • 
t'on was used for each The time patterns were four periods of five minutes 
each two periods of ten minutes each, an^l one period of twenty minutes. 
The result's show that the direction df the significant differences in the mean 
score performances within the different time periods was inconsistent 
Therefore one time pattern cannot be declared superior to another 

6 Baily. Gertrude Marie. The Use of a Library Resource Program for the • 

Improvement of Language Abilities of Disadvantaged First Grade 

• Pupils of an Urban Community • Bo?ftn University. 1969 University 
Microftlm No 70-3369 225 pp 

Twenty tive children m an experimental group and twenty-five children in a 
control f^roup were selected randomly from one school in a low income 
' ii'ban area A second control group was made up of twenty-five children 
♦rem a more prosperous residential area of the same city The experimental 

* group oarticipated in aHibrary resource program using children's books ■ 

" and story telling devices for twelve weeks, one hour a day The Pintner- • 
Cunningham Primary AbMity Test was used to determine the mental ages of 
the chiifiren The entire battery,, of ^e Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic 
Abilities was administered individually' before and after the experimental • 
pfHiod The disadvantaged childre'n m the library resource program 
increased, significantly their total language ability, making particular gams 
in expressing ideas On the test of ability to understand spoken words, the 
pon-disadv^ntaged grqup showed a gam significantly greater tl^an the 
other two groups ■ ' 

7 Baker. Isabel Keith. A Study of Reading fnterests^of Fourtti Grade 

Children in qifferent Socioeconomic Groups."- Oklahoma State- 
University 1972' University Microfilm No. 73-15,048, 58 pp. ' • 

A total of 354 fourth grade students in six schools, assigned to orle o^ three' 
socioeconomic grobps based on the occupation of the father, were 
administered a reading inventory (Spache and Taylor). Data were analyzed 
to determine the influence of sex, age. and socioeconomic status on 

• interest attitudes and habits of reading Only th.e scores of children in'the 
lower socioeconomic group (fatners were unskilled and semiskilled 
workers) showed that achievemeTit correlated significantly with reading 
interests, attitudes, and habits Students in the fjigh socioeconomic group 
showed a more positive attjlude toward reading than those in the lower 

• ^ grouD Gtrls. showed stronger interest in reading than did boys. 

" 8 Barchas, Sarah Elizabeth. "Expressed Reading Interests of Children of 
Di'ffermg Ethnic Groups" University of Arizona. 1971 University- 
Microfilm No 71-29,505 220 pp 
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A total of 219 fifth grade Anglo, Negro. American- Indian, and- Mexican- 
American children were tested orally in small groups using the Multi-Ethnic 
• Annotated Titles Inventory (MATI) an mtecghnventory of original annotated 
titles An individual interview of seven ^|fc(fc|ded questions was also 
conducted with each child Irj most genewyeading interests; the four* 
ethnic groups wei^e more alike, than differentXKll groups expressed high 
interest m myste(y*adventure, animal storiejs. humor, and languages. 
Where the reading content provided minonly group ethnic identification, 
the four ethnic groups were more different than alike in expressed interests. 
Minority group children expressed a^high degree of interest in titles and 
topics relating t© their Own ethnic group and immediate environment and^a 
low degree of interest in titles related to other minority groups Majority 
group children appeared to have interest m titles relating to Indian and 
Mexicar^^cultures but slightly higher interest, in black culture *Sex groups 
shared many common intece'Sts. although certain topics (sports, science) 
were of high interest to boys and of low interest to girls 

9 Bard. George Ingersoll. Library Books for Cjjildren. An Angjysis Using 
Specific Sbcial Studies Themes'in the Curriculum " Indiana^University. 
1970 University M'Crofilm No 71-6824 
A random sample of twelve Newbery Medal and Honor Books. 1960-1970. 
was analysed usmg a form of the Semaatic Differential to rate the books m 
terms oi the extent to^whicn they dealt with natural conservation, human 
conservation interdependence, domestic Cultural heritage. foroKgn cultural 
heritage copimumcation. physical environment, social environment, 
change commerce' organization and democratic government, and self- 
reah/alion Books were analyzed by the author and by a jury of three ele> 
mentary grade teachers Results indicated that the sarnp-le of books did 
illustrate the selected social studies themes The author and jury agreed 
that the instrument used wa^ adequate-to test the social studies themes, Al- 
though it did not test ail pi^sible themes contained in^he books " 

0 

10 Barrick, Jean Anne. *The7\uthority of Childhood Three Components oMhe 
Childlike Spirit in Poems by Robert Louts Stevenson. Kate Greenaway. 
and Christina .Rossetti Columbia University. 1971, University- 
l^icrofilmNo 72-1218 249 pp 

The study investigated three aspects of childhood's^ animating spirit— 
\wonder play, and construction reconstruction — as they appear in 281, 
"^oems by Stevenson. Greenaway. and Rossetti Poems that emerge as 
strongest by standards used in this study are of three major types: 1 ) tho^e 
in whiCh a single childlike quality is extracted from a complex life- 
expenehce and refined so the reader recognizes its solitary features but 
stilt feels Its symbolic contextual wholeness; 2) those in whieh two or more 
childlike qualjties a^interrelated or synthesized; and' 3) those in/A/hich 
several lines of an otherwise mundane verse resurrect the whole with, their 
^ metaphoric aptnes^j|^|Deauty If ^he poets were to be ranked for contempo- 
rary relevance^ and- overall excellence of product^. Rossetti would be 
cons-idered best, followed by Stevenson and then Greenaway, It was con- 
cluded that resurgent qualities of childlikeness may be an'important factor 



* ■ in explaining the longet*fty of the-pbems studied and that' a valuation of 
wonder play . and cofistruction.reconstruction.could.give clues to sustain- 
ing fruitful communication between youth ^nd. their elders 

1 1 Bauer, Caroline Feller. ■■A^D^criptive Study of Selected ChildrBn's Books 
and- Television Programs ^s S■upple^nents to Family Life tducation " 
University of Oregon: 1971 University Microfilm No 72-989 344' pp, 
^ Seventy book§ appearing m American Library Association bibliographies 
•and SIX television series chosen for thehr poffularity. availability, longevity, 
and relevance to the study were reviewed on the basis of four major subject 
.areas of a family lite. education curriculum, family, male/female roje. sex 
and reproduction, and^emotional development It was found that the* books 
and teievis^n series equally presents significant amountof variety cov^r- 
.ngme majof aspects o1 tanifcly for the male and female child. They support 
the traditiopal view of male and female role, though some new books are 
useful m Presenting a nontraditional view of women Both^fictron and non- 
fiction books are more usefm than televisiori programs for presenting 
explanations of puberty reproduction, and birth Television, particularly 
through the use of animals, is usefgl in presenting information to younger 
•children . » ^ 

12^ BeauchamfjD. Robert F. "Selection of Books for tiie Culturally Disad- 
vantaged Ninth: Grfede Student " Wayne State University; 1970. 
•University Microfilm No 71-71,235 
Teachers and librarians in slum area schools were interviewed to obtain 
titles of books interesting to entire classes of ninth grade students. Li- 
brarians were asked tc; det^mine selection criteria applicable to disad- 
vantaged youth^ Books were tried by teachers; students in ninth- grade 
Classes were interviewed concerning their interests and reactions to the 
books student teachers in the classes were interviewed to verify reactions: 
books recommended by teachers were analyzed for complexity of- style, 
themes, characters, setting/and typographical qualities; and each book 
was given a readingjdifficulty rating based on the [Jale-Chall Readability 
Form^jla If was foun^ that there are a sufficient number of inexpensive 
hardcover and paperback books that interest an- entire c[ass of disad- 
vantaged ninth gra*e students Reading interests of ninth grade students * 
retarded in reading three to five grades do not vary substantially from' those*^ 
of children in other classes except that the interests develop at a later date. 
Disadvantaged ninth graders can and do read books thatdVe too difficult 
for then if the books have extremely high interest, The sfcr^fs preferred^ 
books With fewer characters but the study di^ not indicate a clear' 
preference-for characters the same age or older than the students. The 
studentsjended to^ reject books in which themes of love and romance v^ere 
primary Thenhes of special in]^re5t were perseverance, physical strength, 

' . triumpt:! over adversity and obstacles, and detective stories m which the , 
criminals are apprehended through superior intellect of the detective. Tiie ^' 

• ^ most successful books for common classroom reading were.'those thai did 
not-exceed'.6 0 grade level of difficulty. . . 
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13 Berding, Sister Mary Cordelia. "Humor as a Factor tn Children's Litera- 

ture ■ University of Cincinnati, 1965 University Microlilm No. 65-12. 
889 245 pp 

Humorous children's books written since the middle of the nineteenth 
century were analyzed by plot, style, and characterization to determine 
how authors made material appeal to a reacier's sense of humor The-study 
yielded several criteria for a good humorous book Effective plots are made 
Jp of a series of related and independent incidents, all of which are hu- 
morous The most effective stylistic device is repetition, though play on 
words and Clev^ and original expressions are also good features. The best 
way . to describe a humorous character is through vivid , and graphic 
description of dress and features or deportment, 

14 Bildman. Joan Lange. "A*Study of Chitd-Adult Relationships as Revealed 

* m Selected ^ Contemporary Picture-Storybooks for Children m' the 
Primary Grades " Columbia University. 1972 University MicVofilm No. 
72-23 688 501 pp- . ^ 

Fifty books selected'for representing a main theme of child-adult rela- 
tionships published between 19^0 and 1970, and suggested for children 
aged six through nine, were analyzed in relation to twenty key questions 
which dealt with three areas'of concern the image of the six through nin^ 
year-old .child, aspects of int^action between child a^id adult, and the in- 
terplay of the environment on the interactions Findings indicate that the' 
chttd is viewed as being in harmony with' his parents and seldom re- 
bellious, and obedient and respectful in his relationships with adults, He is 
nr^ost often presented as a white, middle-class boy. between the ages of six 
and nine, from an intact family ip^hich he has a high status. He appears in- 
quisitive industrious, humtffous, anxious, lovable, and creative. He 
interacts most frequently with" his Jamily members and second with non- 
family adults Most interactions with adults focus on child rearing, fewer on 
intellectual development Adults do not expres^ values to children, but are 
seen as accepting the child and fostering his self-actualization. - 

15 Bingham, -Jane Marie. " A .Content Analysis of the Treatment of Negro 

Characters in Children's Picture Books 1930-1968." Michigan State 

University, 1970, University Microfilm No. 70-20,437, 218, pp. 

* 

Forty-or^e bopks on recommended lists were grouped by historical periods 
1930-1944. 1945- 1954. . 1955- 1^63. and .1965-1968. Treatment of Negroes 
jn the books was analyzed in terms of physical characteristics, environ- 
mental* char^acteristics, adult roles, and charactp<^interaction. Negro 
characters were shown with a variety of skin 9«jTors, hair styles, facial 
characteristics, and body builds. The least amount of variety was shown in 
hair coloring The largest number of exaggerations appeared in books 
published during the first period The interaction -among characters did not 
differ greatly from one period to another, but the amount of physical interac- 
• tion increased from period one to period four, 

• 12 - 
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Bissett, Donald J..^ The Amouni and Effect of Recreational Reading in 
Selected Fifth Grade Classes.' Syracuse University. 1969 University 
Microfilm No 70-10 316 87 pp 

One hundred nmety children in seven fifth grade classrooms in two 
suburban school districts were'pretested in reading achievement and IQ. 
During a three week pree>^perimental period, the children were trained in- 
recording all bo(?ks read' outside of class Classrooms were assigned 
randomly to Treatment A (sinQulating normal classroom procedures). Treat- 
ment B (which increased accessibility of books, but m whiph no program 
was instituted to gi^ children knowledge about the books or recom- 
mend specific -titles to be read), and Treatment C (in whiCh teacners de- 
voted 90 rmfstutes of language arts instruction time to teacher and peer 
recommendation of the books in the classroom library) During the 15-we^k 
ex[.7erimental period, comprehension checks were administered to check 
the honesty of children's records Following the experinlental period, po^sl- 
(ests were given to determine gams in \/bcab^lary and reading comprehen- 
siQfi T4Te rneay number of books reported read undej simulated normal 
classroom contiitions was 8 56 With increased accessibility of books the 
♦^TV^an nurnber was j1 76 '^nd with increased accessibility and recom- 
mendation the number was 22 67 The differences were statistically 
Significant, at the D1 ievel Mean, differences of gain on vocabulary test 
scores jnd reading comprehension tests scores were not significant 

^ Blatt. Gloria toby. Violence m Children's Literature: A Content Analysisl^f 
.a s4tect Sampling of Children's Literature and a Study of Children's 

V^^ '^,>jResponses to Literary Episodes Depicting Violence." Michigan State 
^'^'^Clniversity. 1972. University Microfilm No, 72-29.931 358 pp. 
Books designated as realistic fiction on the Arriencan Library Association 
list of rrotabte books between I960 and 1970 were chosen for analysis oi 
their treatment of violence The books were divided into-histoncal' fiction 
and modern realistic fiction for cornpanson. ' Violent episodes were 
anafy/ed fer - sensuous (appealing to the senses) treatment- and non- 
sensuous treatment. Companson was algo made for books published ip lhe 
United States .and the British Commonwealth countries. A second part of 
the study investigated responses of first, third, and seventh graders frdm 
s-uburban. rural, and tnnercity schools to violent episodes read to them. T^e 
children comptefed a questionnaire containing comprehension questions 
and other questions directed at evaluating- reactions to violence, OvQpine 

.ten year period^, there was no substantial increase in the'*violent content of 
children s books Historical fiction was. on the average, twice as violent as 
modern realistic fiction Books published originally [n the'C^mmonwealth'' 
countries contained approximately the^same amount of violence as the 
American publications One-half of the violent acts were commitlpd by 
minor "chracters The overwhelming majority of violent acts were describfed 
m a sensuOu^ fashion. Childi-en's responses to violent episodes indicated 
that children liked the episodes that were read to them. Children from in- 
nercity school's with- social disorder-more often said they liked violent epi- 
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socles than those m ^ural or suburban schools Children from the innercity,, • 
schools also demonstrsited a highier level of-understanding than the others. 

18 Boger. Gerd. A Content Analysrs of Selected Children's Books on the 

Negro and on Japan' Michigan State University, 1966 University 
Microfilm No 67-7522 121 pp , • . ^ ' 

Books listed m the Children s Catalog. 1941-1965. under "Negroes" and * ^ 
Japan. -, classified as "fiction" or as 'easy books." and designated for 
grades K-4 were examined for evidence of the assumption that books on 
Jap^ rank higher than the books'on the Negro iryerms of two general cate- 
gon^ of ethical and synoptic thought-units ^fie though't-unit. or clause, 
served as the unit for a qualitative'ebnt^t analysis The chi-square test 
supported with sigpuficance the assumption that books on Japan corTtam a 
distribution of thougti>-untts in ethical and synoptic categories propor- 
tionately greater than that of books on the Negro It was concluded that 
books on Japan were slightly more adequate than the books on the Negro 
in terms of the definition ol a realistic story as a convincing picture of true 
life The relative abSBnce of ethical and synoptic thought-units in stories on ' 
the Negro was interpreted as a lack of opportunity for the Negro child tt) 
grow in respect to ethical and synoptic thought 

19 Booth. Martha F. Black Ghetto Lile Portrayed in Novels for the 

Adolescent' University of Iowa. 1971 University Microfilm No 71-22.. 
008 172 pp 

The study evaluated eleven adolescent novels about black adoJescent-s in 
innercity ghettos published since 1950 f^ie Report of the National Advi- 
sorv Commisston on C/v// Disorders was used as a standard by which each 
book was evaluated m terms of the author's honesty m treating the 
adolescent in his total environment The foUowing areas vyere assessed in 
terms of the validity of the picture of ghetto life home and family rela- 
tionships peer relationships, attitudes toward the authority of police," 
welfare, and whites and attitudes toward the educational- system No one 
book treated every characteristic marking ghetto life, but all eleven. novels 
cont&ined some of the characteristics which distinguish th6 black gh.etto 
adolescent Those novels appearing at the top of'the following list treated a 
large number of characteristics and or treated them more comprehensively 
than did novels toward the bottom of the list^ The Diary of A. A/, by Julius 
Horwitz The Cool World by Warren Miller. The Soul Brothers arid Sist&r Lou 
by Kristin Hunter, The Contender byRobert Lipsyte. When the FirmReaches 
Us by Barbara W Tinker. Ourango Street by Frank Bonham. Hog Butcher by 
Ronald Fair, Enoch by Charles Raymond, f^ie Nitty Gritty by Frank Bonham. 
Harlem Summer by Mary E Vroman. and Tessie by Jesse Jackson. 

■ ^ ' 

20 Bouchard. Louisa-May. 'A Comparative Analysis of Children's Inde- 

pendent Reading Interests and the Content of Stories in Selecte'd Basal 
Reading Texts. Grades 4-6 " Marquette University. 1971. University 
Microfilm No 72-20.384 

Subjects w6re 667 girls and 352 boys who selected books from four branch 
libraries of, the Milwaukee Public Library The group was 9 23. percent 
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black. 87 36 percent white, and 3 40 percent Spanish speaking The 
content of 2 641 books chosen by the 1.029 fourth, fifth, and sp<th graders 
was compared with the content of four b.asal reading series al those grade 
i&vels 'An .eight-item questionnaire on reason for booV selection was 
administered to every fifth subject Differences between children's chojce 
of content m library books and content of reading texts were significant at 
the 001 \Q^\ No significant differences were foun^l among the reading 
interests of blacks whites aff:i Spanish speakers nor between socio- 
economic grouHs or grade levels Sex appeared to be the' predominant 
factor m determining interests 

21 Bowen, Beatrice Edson. The Teacher s Role in Teaching Literature in the 

Elementary School University of Michigan. 1964 University Microfilm 
No 65-5881 224 pp 

The study measured reading performance of 590 elementary school 
chiidrfAi tn terms ofamouot of reading, range of types of literature read, and 
qualtty^f materials read by students in three different programs In 
Program I literature was emphasized but depended primarily upon pupil 
initiative m Program A, the teacher played an active initiating role, and in 
Program L the teaching of literature was not emphasized in the classroom 
but was ino'dental to the teaching of reading, with literary materials^ avail- 
- able through a library-centered program Program A produced liighest 
achievement (rTamount and range of literature read with quality superior to 
that in Program L Program I showed a- Significantly lower amount and 
^anqe of literature read with quality measurements superior to those in 
Program L Program L generally showed lowest scores in all measure- 
ments Teaching children the mechanics of reading or using literary ma- 
terials for teaching reading as done witti.group L, were not guarantees that 
ktiildren would hnd interests. m reading Children who had access to 
literary materials m the classroom read more literature and less grade level 
geared materials than did childreorwho were limited to classroom collec- 
tions of grade level materials with literary materials housed in the libi;ary 
Children who read grade, level geared mat-ertals continued to read the 
same kind of materials m increased amgunts through grade progressions 
when such materials were readily available in the classroom 

22 Brenneman. "Roger L. "AXdmparative Study of Uie Readjng Interests of 

• Amtsh and English Sixth Graders ' ERIC Document No Ep024526 
As^ixth grade class of 12 Amish and 23 non-Amish children was studied to^, 
determine the impact of home environment and the mass media on 
children s reading interests Data were gathered through questionnaires 
and records of bookaread withm a pefiod of four weeks. Results indicated 
that reading ranked" highest as a leisure time activity among the Amish and 
non-Amish girls , Television viewing was a first choice for the non-Amish 
boys and a second choice f'or the non-Amish girls On the average, a 
greater r^umber of books was read by the Amish children Amish boys 
preferred animal and sports stories Amish girls chose biographies and 
family ^nd home stories The non-Amish children read in more interest 
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areas and f^voreld mysteries blograph^es. and stories of other lands and 
peoples I 

23 Brewbaker. James Martin. The Relationship between the Race of 
Characters m a Literary Selection and the Literary Responses af Negro 
and WhTt^e Adolescent Readers" University of Virginia. 1972 
University Microfilm No 72-22 647 211 pp 

Three versions of a short story were produced with changes m the race of 
characters {while Negro and neutral) The 281 ninth and eleventh grade 
subjects read one story verston and then on an adapted seq[iantic dif- 
ferential instrument rated nine elerfTenls from the story against a series of" 
bipolar adjective scales The major effect' of race of characters was to lower 
reader evaluation of Negro characters This effect did not lower estimates 
of the story itself Race of characters had its greatest effect among white 
readers of a Negro version who ftiund it more powerful or active There was 
no indication t/iat Negro subjects preferred the Negro version or thai white 
Subjects did not respond affirmatively to the Negro version 

Bridge, ^Ethel Brooks, Usmg Children s Choices of and Reactions to 
Poetry as Determinants m Enriching Literary Experience in the Middle 
Grades Temple Untversdy 1966 University Microfilm No 67-6246 
164 pp 

Two-hundred poems were chosen for the experiment, representing a variety 
()♦ content f^od. vocabulary and poetic form Chihdren rated each poem 
according to a poetry rating scale and responded to three questions about 
the noeni s content and their personal reactions to it Both boys and girls in 
.111 three grades itked poems related to their own interests and experiences, 
humorous poerns and poems .with strength of rhythm and rhyme It was 
concluded that the ooetry selections of this study cannot be graded and 
that an enriching literary experience for children m the middle grades 
siioutd encompass the whole range of man s poetic effort 

25 Brisbtn. Charles Dan. An Experimental Application of the Galvanic Skin 
Response to the Measurement of Effects of Literature on Attitudes. of 
Fifth Grade Students toward Blacks " Wayne Slate University. r971 
University Microfilm No 72-15,178 135pp 

Subjects were white fifth gf)^6e students randomly assigned to expert- • 
mental and control groups of twelve each Experimental group treatment 
consisted of reading and discussing books with positive representations of 
blacks The control group read and discussed literature with neutral 
content in respect to blacks or ethnic prejudice Following the treatment, 
paired-companson rankings were obtained frtDm all subjects In addition, 
positive and negative statements about blacks were read to the subjects to 
elicil Galvanic skm responses The ranking instrument revealed significant 
• dffferences at the 05 level between the two groups Rankings of the five 
ethnic groups used m the study showed blacks being ranked last by the 
control and second by the experimental group No differences were*^de- 
tect^d When the GSR means to pos'itive ,and negative statements about 




•2 blacks were examined The cor;elations run between the three forms of 
GSR data and the self-reported rankings of blacks were all nonsignificant 
The Galvanic skin response instrumentation ciid reveal good recordings of 
^the subjects changes m skm conductance reflecting the emotion m 
response to the stimulus statements, but there was no jpcJl^ralion that the 
' vesponse pattBrns associated with more favorable feelings'tbw^rd blacks 
befonged to the experimental subjects The treatment was considered 
enough to bring abouf a "verbalized change." but not sufficient to cause 
emotional reonentatton that could be detected by Galvanic skin re- 
sponse techniques 

, '< 
2b Broderick. Dorothy May. ' The, Image of the Black m Popular and Recom- 
n-ended American Juvenile Fiction. 1627-1967 " Columbia Ur^iversity. 
1971 university Microfilm No 71-4090 108 pp 
The sample of books was divided into two parts Part on^ (47 titles) came 
trorn titles listed in Jacob Blanck s Per^r Parley to Pernod A Bibliographic, 
Dt'scnption of the Best Loved Arhertcan Juvenile Books, 1827-1926 that 
•^onici.ned ► black characters and or comments, however minor, about 
blacks and or the institution of sfavery^Part two (57 titles) consisted of all 
f'Ctton titles listed m all edttions of the Children's Catalog. 1909-1968 S(|£)- 
pit^mf»^{ under the headings Negroes - Fiction and Slavery m the United 
Slates Fiction Results of analysis of the bodks indicated that arguments 
about slavery whether pro or' con, centered around one of two concepts 
the Slave as prpperty rather than as a hurpan being, and the paternalistic 
approach that slavery was made acceptable by ownership by "good, 
masteiss Analysis of persbnal characteristics sFiowed that, on the whole, 
t)iat;ks 1 1 are not physically attractive; 2) are musical. 3) combine religious 
♦ervof w-th superstitious beliefs 4) must select life goals that will benefit 
btacH race and 5) must depend upon the. white man for whatever good 
things" they can hope to acquire m hfe The author concluded that 1 ) black 
readers would tmd littlelo enhance^their race pride. 2) white readers would 
have their sense of superiority reaffirmed, and 3) the titles indicate that race 
prejudice was present m both popular and reco.mmended juvenile bJ)oks 
for the period studied 

27 Brown. Carol Lynch A Study of Procedures for Determining Fifth Grade 
Children s Book Choices Ohio State University. 1971 University 
Microfilm No 72-15 178 

Subjects were 233 fifth graders assigned to one of three groups by random 
sampling procedure One group listened to annotated titles of 30 books. A 
second group examined trie bobks in hardcover edition The third group 
. exammed the books, 15 of them in paperback edition Sulpjects responded 
after listening to each annotation or examining each±)ook by indicating 
whether they would like, would npt liVe. or could not decide whether they 
would like to read the book No significant differences, in response could 
• be attributed to the binding oUhe book Some differences between annota- 
>ion and examining books seemed attributable to cover design and number 
and type of illustrations in the books There was a highly significant interac- 
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tion between sex and categories of literature Girls were more positive 
toward reatistic ttctton and negative toward science and health Boys were 
more positive toward science and health than any other categories. 

28 Burgdorf, A|tene Bernlce, ' A Study of the Ability to Draw Inferences from 
Selections of Children s Literature ' Ball State University. 1966 
University f\/1icrofilm No 66-13.751 

Subiects were 432- fourth, fifth, an(t' sixth graders from four elementary 
schools Children m each grade level were assigned randomly to one oi\ 
two groups Literary selections used m the study were Whttey's Sunday 
Horse by Glen Rounds (modern day story). The Wtsdom of Solomon by 
Eh/abeth Coatsworth (a myt|() andrCome. Little Leaves." by George 
Cooper (a Poem). The Lorge-Thorn(Me Intelligence Test and the NelsOn 
Reading Tests vocabulary and comprehension, were administered to all 
students One ^roup of children from each grade level read the selections 
to themselves and the other group listened to the selections read Follow- 
ing the reading all children were interviewed individually or questioned 
about Ihe selections and rated on their answers, .Interviewers were given 
scoring criteria for judging^children s answers fylultiple linear regression 
\was used to relate total literary scores to other factors Scores oh drawing 
inferences from literary selections were significantly higher (beyond .01) 
when children listened to stories read than when' they read stories 
themselves Ability to draw inferences w^s significantly higher in grade 
five than in grade four and m grade six than in grade five There was no 
significant difference between scores of boys and girlyfvlental age w^ 
Significantly related to scores of children wPio listened to selections- Social, 
class was not Significantly reiated'to literature scores, though there was a 
higher relationship for children who read selections themselves than for 
those who listened ' 

Butler, James Orval. Expressed Reading Preferences of Children 
!- . Enrolled m Grade Two in Selected Schools of Colorado " University of 
Oklahoma 1964 University fvlicrofilm No 65-4090 121 pp 
Second grade children indicated preferences among twenty-four books. 
. representing eight categories of readmg interest!' read orally during the 
school year Intellectual ability, socioeconomic environment, and reading 
competence were considered in the analysis^- Favorite categories for boys 
[ were fantasy iairy tales, and biography. Th^first three choices.of girls were 
fairy tales, fantasy, an'd^mmal stories Intellectual aJDility. socioeconomic 
environment, and reading competence were not determiners of the top 
three category preferences When all childreri were taken together, fantasy 
appeared to bethe favorite Category, followed by fairy tales, animal stories, 
and home arid school life The category of science and nature was the least 
preferred by all groups The distribution of the Subjects' preferences indi- 
cated a wide range of reading interests • ' 

30 Carlson. Julie Ann. A Comparison of the Treatment of the Negro in 
Children s Literature in the Periods 1929-1^938 and 1959-1968." 
University of Connecticut. 19§9 University f\/1icrofilm No. 70-1 245, 



ERLC 



17 

18 



Books publishecj durfl^Q the penocfs 1929-1938 and 1 959- 1 968 'tferfe 
analyzed m orde^ to determine whether the Negro was mentioned in the 
hterarure of one period more than in the other and whether a difference 
existed m the decree of racial stereotyping contained m the books of the 
two perio.ds Thelauthor found that 15 percent of the books published dur- 
ing the first period and 10 percent of the books published during the 
second period n^entioned black characters Analysis of characters wa6 
made by levels i^order to note whether black characters were treated as: 
Level one (caricatures), Level two (stereotypes). Level three (individuals 
With race problems), or Level four (mdividuals with universal problems). In 
the early penod, blacks tended to be stereotyped; in the later period, they 
tended to be presented as individuals with a race problem or individuals 
With a umversar problem The rriean score for treatment of the black in 
books m the 1929 38 period was 2 0 The mean score In books in the 1959-^ 
68 period.was 3 6 The difference between means was signific-ant at the .01 
level J. 



31 Carmichael. Carqiyn Wilson.. A Study of Selected Social Values as 
Reflected m (jontemporary Realistic Fiction for Children " Michigan 
State 1971 University Microfilm No 71 -31 , 1 72 224 pp 
The study looked' at the extent to which the value themes of belief m ' 
equ^ttty of opportunity for all people, acceptance of responsibility, 
obedience to laws and recognition of the importance of an education and 
knowledge are present m contemporary, realisticJiction for children.^ne 
hundred twenty-SiX books of realistic fiction* published from 1949-1969^ 
were sampled taken ty five year intervals Books were chosen from those 
itsted in Notable Children's. Books'* (ALA) or "Outstanding Children's 
Books (St the Year {New York Times) Validity of the author's judgment was 
checked by comparing her analysts of ajandomly selected entire book 
vvith analyses of four adult e)iperts and eight-fifth and sixth grade students. 
Correlations were Significant Thematic Analysis Charts were constructed.- 
Of the 1 26 books read, 50 included onp of the four values as a major themfe. 
The value theme mDst emphasized was acceptance of responsibility and 
the theme least emphasized was belief m the equality of opportunity for all 
people At least one of the. other four themes was mentioned in 1 18 books ' 
(94 percent) The theme of acceptance of responsibility had a higher inclu- 
sion in books published during 1949 and 1954, decreasing in frequency in 
1959 1964 and 1969 ' 
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Casper. Thomas. Effects of4he Junior Great Books Program at the 
« Fifth Grade Lev.el on Four Intellectual Operatiorjs and Certain of their 
Component Factors as Defined by J. P. Guilford'" St Louis University. 
1964 University Microfilm No. 64^1 3r453 
An experimental group of 103 children and a control group of 104 children, 
ail of whom had avcagistered IQ of 120 or more, read and discussed 
.selected classics at two week intervals dunng^he n-ine month school year. 
Discussions centered on attitudes, ideas, and principles presented by me 
author of each work The program extended from fifth through twelfth 
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grades Eighteen tests dey/is-ed by J P Guilford for specific factors in the 
intellectual operations ol cognition, divergent production, and convergent 
production selected as instruments of measurement Alternate forrhs 
were administered to both groups in a pretest-postt^^i design Results indi- 
cated a significant gam for the experimental group on a single facto^ln the 
^ operation of divergent productFon, that of operational fluency Further 
' analysis demonstrated significant changes favoring boys over girls in the 
experimental gr^p on threb factfrs However, the study suggested only a 
. limited' relationship between the inteNectual factors as represented by the 
tests and the observed effects of the Junior Great Books Program' 

^ 33 Chambers. Dewey Woods. "An Exploratory Study of Social Values in 
Children s Literature" Wayne State University. 1965 University 
Microfilm No 66-1228 

A one year (1963-1964) yreld of fiction for children, ages five through 
nine was taken from the catalogs of two publishing firms An instrument 
constructed to detect certain selected social values was used to identify 
the social value influencing the content of each of the twenty^nine books 
selected The social values identified as important for children aged ffve to" 
nine were found to ;be 'presented in a uniformly weak manner Any giv6n 
value analy^ed m the study had an 85 percent chance of being deait-with ih 
the same order by both publishers and it was found that modern children's-, 
fiction tended toward less social value content than has been supposed of 
earlier children s fiction The author concluded that one could challenge 
the Assumption that social value education results from the reader's, 
interacting with the f'ction selected for the study 

. 34 Chang.- Sally Daugherty. ^ An Exploratory Study of Ma.ss-Produced Fiction 
Books Jor Children *to Identify Selected Social-PersonaH Values." 
Michigan St^ter\^71 UmverstlyMicrofilm No 72-16.401 185 pp. 
inexpensive books for children were analyzed to determine frequency of- 
the values of ambition, pitizenship. compassion, cooperation, honesty, in-- 
dJviduahty respect, responsibility, selflessness, and understandmg. 
Realism of story content also was surveyed. Three hundred seventy-five 
. books retailing for one dollar or less were read to identify presence; fre- 
quency, -and examples of the selected value. The selected social-personal 
values found m mass-produced children's books are listed in decreasing 
order of freque/icy ccJbperation, responsibility, respect, understanding, 
citfzenship. ambition, compassion, individuality, selflessness, ' and 
honesty With the exception of the value of cooperation, mass-produced 
books are limited in value presentation Realism i? frequently found in 
' mass-produced books for children 

35. Chatham. Walter Leon. The Reading Grade Placement of the John New- ^ 
bery Prize Boqks from 1945 through 1965 " University of Mississippi. 
1967 Uriiversity Microfilm No 68-2929 ' " > 

The "Study attempted to find the mmimum grade level of John Newbery 
Award Ipook'S from 1945 through 1965 Four selections were taken from 
each of the 21 books and 16 questions were Iramed for each book. The 



questions resulted in construction of 21 Newbery Comprehension Tests 
Each test was administered to a minimum of 3,0 fifth and sixth grac^^rs. The 
minimum grade level fer each book was, identified as the level at which at 
least 50 percent of the su^iiects. answered correcfly at least 75 percent of 
-thefluestions on the Newbery Comprehension Test Scores were compared 
10 readability scores derived from the flesch Formdia (1943). 'the Lorge 
Formulas (1939 1948),. and the Washburn Formula (1934) It was con- 
cluded that only two' books. Rabbit Hill and Rilles tor Watie. were above 
grade SIX level 

5 Cianciolo, Pat^a Jean. ■Cnteria for the Use of Trade Books mJhe Ele- 
mentary School Program ' Qhio'State University, 1963 ' Universilv 
Microfilm'Nd 63-6236 451 pp ■ , 

Three dimensions of use of trade books in ongoing teachmg-learning situa- 
tions of the elementary school were identified The dii»ensions mcluded 
selection and accessibility of the -books and the provision of learning 
experiences m which trade books are involved Data were obtained from* 
four sources the point of view of the investigator's assumptions the in- 
terpretation of literature tDeanng on the vanousSspects of using trade 
books in the elementary school^bservations in a sampling of classrooms 
and school libranes in the central Ohio area, afi'd interviews of a sampling 
of teachers, librarians, principals, teacher-librarians, and library super- 
visors from the central Ohio area Twenty-four criteria vyere established 
including fourteen for the dimension pertaining to the sVection of trade 
books to be used m the schools Some of the major factor^ for this dimen- 
sion included demographic factors, reaching and study interests of the 
pupils and teachers, aspects of the- selection process, and curriculum 
areas and teaching methods Six criteria w^re established for the accessi- 
bility .o* trade books The most signifiifant factors included the location of 
the book collection the professional preparation and efficiency of the li- 
brary personnel the availability of funds, circulation practices, a summer 
.school library program, and the relationship between the public library and 
the school Four cntena, were established fqr provision of learning 
experiences m which kade books are involved. Considerations of this di- 
mension were furthen^. children s interest in- reading, uging trade books 
for instructional, recreational, and functional purposes in all areas of the 
curnculum providmg opportunities so that individuals migh^ interpret what 
has been read and evaluating activities in.which trade books are involved. 

Clarke. Loretta Marie. / A Critical Approach to>0.ur. Novels of 
Adolescence ' University of Iowa. 1970 University Microfilm No 71- 
. 5724 131 pp 

Two of the novels used m the study, The Pigman by Paul Zindel and His 
Enemy, H/s Friend by. John Tunis, were labeled as adolescent by their 
publishers The other two. The Chosen by Chaim Potok and A Separate 
Peace by John Knowles. were not The study concluded that' 1) the four 
novels demonstrate some degree of artistic execution; 2) the two novels l-a- " 
beled by publishers as adolescent do not (i(fimonstrate a'n artistry compara- 
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ble to the two not labeled ad(Mescent. 3) of the four hovels, the one that 
seemed 'written with the adolescent audience in mind is the most 
superfR:ial. 4) the three novels whiClj use an'adolescent narrator m the first 
person create more immediacy than the one book that uses the impersonal 
narrator, and 5) all foVir books Concerned themselves with Havighur^t's 
developmental tasks * * " ••.•■^ 

38 Cohen, Dorothy. '"Effect of a Special Prqgram in Literature on the Vocabu- 

lary and Reading Achievement of Second Grade Children in Special 
Service Schools New' York' University. 1966. ERIC Document No. 
ED0 10602 / ^ " / 

Subiects were 285 second grade childr'en divided into control and experi- 
mental groups The racial mix was Puerto Rtcan. 30-45 percent; Negro. 40- 
55 percenf and other 10-15 percent A planned program of literature and 
accompanying activ^ies was introduced into the curriculum of an experi-. 
mental group Sia^les were introduced in an order of increasing difficulty 
and we^^^oilowed by activities designed to increase compVehension. 
Storie^t.were read to control classes only as an occasional treat. Posttests 
were administered at the end of the academic year Results*ied to the con.- 
clusion that oral langtiage correlates with reading andjhat both -can be- 
signiftcantly improved by tegular exposure to stories read aloud. 

39 Constant. Helen. A Critical Study of Selected Greek Myths as-'Story for 

Children Columbia University, 1970 Uhwersity Microfilm No. 71-20.- 
OOG 395 pp • . ' 

The study compared selected myth^ wl-itten in the original Greek with 
EngliShtversidns written for children. Comparisons were based on plot, 
character, and language, including- speech, to see whether change^ were 
made which altered tbe authenticity and literary qualities of the myths. In 
♦every instance the plots of the children's. stories differ from tht)se of the 
originals The^characters m the children's stories' are either more or less 
fully developed than in the original myth or they, have been altered, 
eliminated, or added, to the story, It was • concluded tliat. although 
mythology is an important part of^literature, the versions written for children 
do not always provide them with a desirable literary experience. ^ 

4Q Cooper. Charles Raymond. "Preferred Modes of Literary Response: the 
Ci^jaracten sties pf.High School Juniors in Relationtothe Consistency of 
•their Reaction to Three Dissimilar Short Stories." University flof 
California. Berkeley. 1969, Unrversity Microfilm No. 70-17.535. 210 Jd. 

•Subjects were 117^high school juniors. Tapes of four short storlei — 
^Jissimilar in point of view, age and type of character, "and theme — were, 
heard by the subjects, who then filled out a response^ sheet indicating their 
preferred mode of response Modes of response were engagement, in- 
terpretation, perception, and evaluation, based on the Purves scheme of 
analysis Consistency of response was rrieasured, along with the effects of 
teacher, sex. English grade point average, verbal intelligence, and reading 
ability -Three-fourths of the subjects had a preferred way of responding to 
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short fiction Of those who had a preferred way of responding. 53 percent 
favored the interpretive mode. 24 percent favored the engagement mode; " 
19 percent, the evaluative mode; and 4 percent, the perceptive. Even 

- though the stones were selected for their obvious dissimilarities, the 
Overall group pattern of response was strikingly simila; 

41 Curtis, Wllliam.J. "An Analysis of the Relationship of Illustration and Text in 
Picture-Story Books as Indicated by the Oral Responses of Young 
Children " Wayne State University. 1969. University Microfilm No. 69- 
14.665 *163pp. 

Subjects were five first-grade boys J^rat. audiotaped responses of the ioys 

• to three picturS-story books were analyzed. ^Books used were W^ere the 
' Wild Things Are. Whistle for Willy, and Randy's Dandy Lions. The boys 

retold the story from memory and then reread, from the illustrations, to de- 
termine whether illustration or text had more impact on generating their 
responses Other factors investigated were frequency of figurative lan- 
guage, fluency of response, formation of response, and incidence of con- 
nective language and mazes Ninety percent of the 772 t-units examined 
indicated ^hat over 50 percent of the identifiable cues used by children 
were a result of both text and illustration simultaneously generating a 
, response The t«xt alqne generated 25 percent of the cues and the illustra- 
tions alorte only 11 percent. There was virtually no figurative language 

• generated by the exposure to books. All children responded to the book in 
' verse more than to any Qther factor 

42 Daigon*, Arthur. "The Dominant Theses in the Free Reading of Seventh 
.. Grade Students in Relation tcf the Factors of Sex -and Reading 
Comprehension " New York University. 1963. University Microfilm No. 
63-6561 191 pp. - * 

Subjects were sixty boys and sixty girls grouped according to low. 
average, . and high reacjing comprehension. Supplementary reading ' 
records were kept by all students during hae school year. Analysis of' 
records ^of tte test group showed that eight general types of novel^s were 
read novels focusing on animals, problems of preadolesce^nce. problems 

- of adoles^nce. careers, historical events in American history, nnysterles, 
adventure, and the problems of adults. Girls with high reading comprehen- 
sion read more books, a greater variety of books, and more difffcult books. 
The girls' groups, with average and low comprehension were indistin- 

^ , guishable from one another, preferring novels which revolved about ani- 
mals, mysteries, and problems of adolescence and preadolescencB. Boys' 
groups with high and average reading comprehension were indistin- 
guishable from one another, concentrating on novels of adventure. Boys 
wjth low reading comprehension presented theipoorest record, reading 
only a few badly written mystery novels.- Generally, girls were much more 

, ^ interested in the novel.than were boys. The girls were interested in themes 
involving introspection and emotional consequence. The boys preferred to 
read about continued, violent physical activity 
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43 Dale, Ruth Ellen. "A Critical Inquiry into the Nature of V\(holeness and Frag- 

mentation in Selected Rrose Fiction for Young Children." Columbia 
♦ University. 1965 University Microfilm No. 65-1 1.702 594 pp. 

Tjpe. study investigated wholeness and fragmentation in their general and 
• theoretical forQis Ten mterrelated'criteria for wholeness in literature were 
identified , Approximately one-third of the books published m 1963 for 
children ages three through etght Were" classified according to their 
developmental stages and a critical analysts was carried out on each book! 
It was found that 88 percent of the books falled'to meet wholistic standards 
' of%he study with only lec\}n\ca\ Unity manifesting strong wholistic 
tendencies- Pa/ticularly strong fragmentation appeared in the lack of Func- 
ttonal Interdependence. Imagination. Unity, and Consistency with Reality. 

44 Dalke. Robert Wesley. "Non-Fiction Writing for Children: A Primary Source 

of Content m Elementary School Social Studies Instruction." Wayne 
State University. .1973 University Microfilm No. 73-31.713. 
275 pp ' V 

Major objectives of the study were the identification of a select group of 
Significant' informational books for children and the development of 
guidelines for imaginative and exhaustive use of the materials as the 
primary source of elementary school social studies and science instruc- 
iion Books published m 1958.' 1964. and 1972 were evaluated and criteria 
, for selection and use of informational trade books were developed. It was 
determined that informational books n)ake up approximately 42 percent of 
all hardcover trade books published for children, the author states that in- 
formational trade books tend to be written by experts in a field of specific 
research and to be. of a more consistently high quality than comparable 
works of fiction for children, The basic, conclusion was that the informa- 
tional trade books are a much more adequate and logical source of content 
for elementary social studies instruction than most textbooks currently'in 
use because textbooks tend to be extremely dated 

V ■ ■ ■ 

43 Darling, RicharQ Lewis, 'Reviewing of Children's Books in American 
Periodicals^ 1865-1881 " University of Michigari. 1960. University 
MicrofjlmNo,'60-6857. 552 pp. 

The purpose*^as to demonstrate the amount and'quality of reviewing of 
^ children's books ^ the United States m .the seventeen years following the 
end of the Civil War Putjiishing of children's books constituted an im- 
portant part-of book publishing during the period. The general criticism of 
children's books was not extensive but indicated enlightened and liberal 
attitudes toward them. Thowgh^the number of books reviewed and th^ 
quality of revjewing differed greatly with differe fit m a g a / ^ in es . thousands of 
reviews were published.^ ' 

46. Dauterman, Philip. "Dogmatism and Reading:. The Effects of Doginatism 
upon Reading Comprehension, Amount of. Voluntary Reading, apd the 
Response to a'Literary Selection. ''.Lethbridge University, Alberta. ERIC 
Document No. ED045671, " 
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Twenty secondary students were given the Davis Reading Test after they 
had r^ad and recorc^d. their responses to "The-Se^cret Room" t^y Alain 
Robbe-Grillet The Rokeach Dogmatism Scale was used It was found that 

* open-minded students had higher, reading comprehension scores and 
r-ead a greater number of books voluntarily than did closed-minded 

* students No appreciable differences were found between the two groups' 
written responses to the short story. The Purves scheme for analysis of 
literary response was used .in the analysis. The author concluded thaf 
highly dogrmatic students appeared to lack certain re^ding^comprehension 

^ skills that equally intelligent low-dogmatic students have. 

47 DePriest, Jeanette Ma^e Allen, The Effects of Reading Alouc^tophildren . 

on. Fantasy Ability " Arizona State. 1970 University rvticrofilm No. 70- 
20.665. 207 pp 

Fantasy behavior of 30 second graders was assessed by verbal response 
to picture stimuli with responses transcending pure description of items in 
the picture considered as fantasy. Over a four-week period, one experi- 
mental group heard low-fantasy material.* At the end of the period^ a picture 
stimulus was given to^-each sub]^,ect and the verbal responses recorded on 
tape Other information on subjects was obtained from a structured in- 
tervi ew and from school records. It was hypothesized that: 1J there are no 
differences m instances of fantasy between seven-year-olds in the experi- 
mental group who were read to daily^nd those in the control group; and 2) 
there are no differences in the quantity of fantasy produced between the- 
two experimental groups, one that had heard high-fantasy material and one 
, that had heard low-fantasy material. Neither hiypothesis was rejected at the ^ 
OSHevel. ' / " 

48 Dowan, Thomas William. "Personal Reading Interests as Expressed by 

Chil-dre^ in Grades Three. Four, and Five in Selected Florida Public 
Schools " Fjorida Stalp University. 1971. University Microfilm No. 72- 
13.502 140 pp ■ ^ 

Data were colJected by ^rneans of a taped interview scheme developed by 
the investigator The instrument contained: 1) an explar^atjj^n and instruc- 
-. tion$ for the student. 2) an open-ended question reqiiesting the student to 
identify the kind of book he would like to read, and 3) twenty-eight^text sam- 
ples representing fourteen interest categories determined a priori. Sub- 
, jects responded positively, negatively, or neutrally to indicate whether they 
would like to read^abput various subjects. Approximately 1,100 children 
participated For each interest category, an interest score. was computed 
V fer each student Sex differences in scores for eleven of the fourteen cate- 
gories were significant "at the .01 level. Bo^s were more interested than 
girls in bpoks of adventure, tall tales, historical nonfiction, how-to-do-it, 
sports, and science. Girls were more interested than boys in animals, faii:y 
tales, modern 'fantasy, children of th^ United States, and children of othe!r 
lands.' Grade levet differences for four of the categories were also ' 
significant. 
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49 Duff, Ogle Eloise Burks. "The Treatment of Blacks in Selected Literature 

Anthologies for Grades Nine through Twelve Published Since 1968." 

University of Pittsburgh. 1974. University Microfilm No.,* 74-21 .667. 

155 pp . . ^ • . 

Eighteen anthological series consisting of 103 anthologies provided the 
primary source of data The criteria to evaluate the antholo.gies was 
: a^ilapted from the cr^terla of the Task Force on Racism. National Council of 
• ■ Teachers of English The conclusions were based on the extent of the inclu- v 
sion of works by tplack writers in various genres, literary periods, and ' 
themajit arrangements Of the eighteen series of anthologies for use in 
grades nine through twelve examined in this study, thirteen series pr 72.2 
percent were found to be inadequate. In various genres, as well as in thos§ ^' 
'anthologies thematically arranged, there were voids, Twentieth-century 
poetry contained the strongest inclusion of works by black writers. The ^ 
weakest inclusion was drama The most prominent black writers incjuded 
were Langst^n Hughes and Gwendolyn Brooks, tke - miSHf* recently 
published anthological series were fobnd to contain more works by black 
writers than those published during the latter part of the 1 960s, * 

50 Dviggrns, J9mes Harry. 'Certain Social Values in Tenth Grade Liter^ure 

AntholCsipiies A. Content Analysis." University of California Berkeley, 
1970 University Microfilm No. 71-9800. 15Qffp. 

The basic hypotheses dealt with interrelationships of narrative seque/ice. 
■ thematic development ^d world vi^. Procedures used were Propp's Mor- 
phological Analysis.. Child. Potter, and Levine's Thema; and Kluckhohn's 
.Values Oppositions Morphological analysis revealed that the antholog^^ies 
.contained the sam^ elements in the same order as folktales but the fiction 
did not use the variety or quantity of the elements. Characters were more 
often motivated by "lack" or inadequacy than by villainy. In the.analysis of 
thema the most prominent situations coflfronting the main characters were 
needs to express mchyiduan^y, to gain recognition, and to satisfy curiosity. 
Characters res^nded to these situations with confrontation., cleverness, 
seeking, and' fa^asy The values expressed suggest that the universe is 
determinate .(rather than without oitier); Unitary (r'ather than pluralistic); 
good. individualistic, autonqmy-orrentqd, qualitative (as opposed t?) quanti- 
tative), and supports'the general or similar m the world (rather than unique- 
f^ess or difference) \. * 

51 Eisenman, Sister Mary Victoria.*-"An Expforatory Study to Investigate ^he 

Valued of Literature gs Experienced by Elementary Parochial School 
ChiLfiren and Teachers in the Dioceserjof Covington," St. Louis 
Universrty, 1962 University Microfilm No. 64-3739.-^297 pp. 

Subjects were 512 fifth and 51 6 . eighth grad$ stud^ts and 27 teachers. An 
at^j^ude scale was constructed according to the Likert method. The 'scale 
* was b^sed. on a master \\s\ of values attributed to children's literature and 
abstracted from the content of professiorial books and teach'ers'«riaterials ^ ' 
^ in use in the area of thejStudy. Participants were directed to react lo each 
statement. J^e first response was toVep^resent the Subjects' persohail reac- 



ITn '^r'''!"'^' °* 'h^eactions should be The sum- 

mat.on of pomfs assigned to each sub,ects personal reactions was termSi 

eLlI- pTh nrSl M "^''^ "^''^ b°y= 3' both grade 

1 nh h ^ ^ o ""^^^ consistently higher than^hose of the 

eighth graders Correlations between "Me" and 'T" scores were ^osil ve 
and substantial For teachers, there was an inverse relationship between 
score on , he attitude scale and yearS of teaching experience; ar^ount of 

Hue! fl Lh ' :r 'J°- ^'^y^' Beauty. 
^ Hua Fmn. and Lttle Women were Selected as favorjtes. Nancy Drew 
Mysterres received the highest frequency of mention' Teachers' responses 
mdicated .hat.hey did not generally^eep abreast with recent trends and 
wntmgs in children's literature - 

? EkechukwM, Myriette Revenna Guiny.rd. ■Characteristics of Users an\i 
Nonusers of Elementary School Library Services and Public Librarl 
. or Children ■ University of Washrngton, 1972 UniverlitS 

Microfilm No 73-3702 216 pp universiiy , 

us^o/fnn'Tf ^'^^^"'^^y schools were questioned a'bout 

rSllsh -h ' ^^'"^'"9= mdicated a significant, 

n Z °' Public libraries and attitude 

towa.d pubho libraries The relationship between use and nonuse of school 
^b^rie and atl.udes toward School libraries was not significant. More o 
*e children wl^e school library users than public library use^ The 
percentage of fifth graders with favorable attitudes toward public libraries 

■ Z'tT T ""^ 'avo'rable attitudes toward schoo , 

^ran^s Sex of respondent was not-a significant variable in public library 

h^^' r-'^M ^'^'^'^ sigmficantly more girls than boys 

wit nH K f P^^"'^ S'gnifican? relation^ 

I^c iZr T''^ °' '^^ Public library a^ 

public l^ry use and nonuse The book collffction' was the elemem 
ch dren liked best about public librarips^nd school. libraries The mos 
disliked element of both libraries was the-^s a\ regyations The ma^ 

bra?v", " rr°J '""^"^ '° .0 reado^tsid^ t^ ' - 

brary Use of ibrary materials for school-related purposes was the second 
most frequently mentioned rgason for use of both libraries. 

Elkins, Hilda Arnold. An Analysis of the Social and Ethnic A^nbules of the 
Characters in Children's Books Which Have Won Awards." North Texas 
State University. 19^67 University Microfilm No. 68-2769. 

Tl'^t^'' <=haracters in Newbery and Caldecott Award bodks fo 
deternnine distnbution and treatment of social and ethnic groups and to 
compare ethnic distribution in early and recent Newbery Medal books 
Characters were examined, to identify group membership, social class 
membership, moral position, pr^ence or absence of stereotyping and fo 
mafned women, working status Data on ethnic group distribu ion and 
working status of women were compared with equivalent data about tJe 
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United States popuJ,ation, and the social class distribution was compared 
with estimated distribution of people m the United States It was concluded , 
tha-t children s books of highest literary quality demonstrate no bias favor- 
ing American characters Award books have not portrayed Americans as 
being of higher mbral character or social status than other groups Authors * 
and illustrators who produce children's books eligible for awards have not 
developed themes involving NegroeS, especially Negroes who vary from 
the counierstereotype ' of high morals, low status, and few Negro com- 
panions Themfes involving nonwhite people who are not Negroes hirve not 
been developed Themes involving employment of^arned women have 
not been popular m award books Generally, howevec^ ablhors and illustra- 
tors who produce books eligi(jle for awards avoid depictmg^the persistent 
stereotypes of cultural and splDcbltural groups 

54 Erickson, John Edward. Modifying Students' Tastes in Poetry " Wayne 

Stale University 1969 University Microfilm'No 70-19.054 237 pp 

A total of 751 eighth grade students were pretested to determine 'their ♦ 
poetic preferences Their preferences were then compared yvith the poetic >. 
' choices made by a panel of English educators, student teachers in English, 
and the students own English %acher§ Students were arranged homo- 
geneously in five groups accordmg to/0, sex. maturity, parental education 
background achievement tn school, attitudes toward school, college, and 
Doetry and their poetic preferences One group was used as a control. • 
while the other four groups were taught by one, of the following methods 
reading poetry, writing poetry, discussing pffeferences in poetry, and 
answering questions about specific poems. Pretests indicated that, 
consistently poems selected by any of the three adult groups were re- 
jected by the eighth grade students who preferred' metrically regular, 
rhymed verse written in conventional forms employing the personal voice 
and avoiding imagery Posttests indicated that students matliour experi- 
mental groups made practically the same choices as they had beforp the 
treatments and were even more likely to refect poems selected by adults - 
than before 

55 Easman, Fred Raymond. "There Was a Child Went Forth: A Study of Sr 

Nicholas Magazine ahd Selected Children's Authors. 1890-1915.'; 
University of Minnesota. 1966 ' University Microfilm No 66-12.19^ 
- 347pp 

The study exafnined the value system presented m American children's 
literature of the period bet,ween 1890 and 1915. When the materials were 
examined, the values proved to be primarily thosa of the upper middle 
class of the time A dual picture of the world appeared in thj^ contents of 
^ randomly selected issues of the St. Nicholas Magazine. The first w6rld, ap- 
pearing in the magazine's nonfiction. was realistic, dealing with the social, 
technological, and biographical to'pics of an urban society. The fiction, on 
the other hand, presented the ideal worhj of genteel^ middle-class values, 
implying that these are typically "American" values. At no point did the 
magazine suggest that the two worlds are incompatible. The author details 
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the means by wh>ch three authors - Ralph Barbour Kale Douglas Wiggm. 
' and L f^rank Baum struggle to reconcile the real world with the ideal and 
to construct an urban setting m which characters with rural values may 
tunclton 

I 

56 Evans. John Lyie. Two Aspects' of Literary Appreciation among High 
School Students Judgment of Prose Quality and Emotional Responses 
to Literature and Selected ' Aspects ol Their Reading l/iterests " 
University of Minnesota, 1968 Unrversity Microfilm No 69-1 T. 388 
2l5pp * , ^ 

Subjects were 264 eleventh graders who performed above a designated 
level on the Iowa Test of Educational Development, eliminating poor read- 
ing ability as a variable Subjects were tested to determine the rela- 
tionships between their emotional responses -to literature and ability to 
ludge prose quality and their reactions to 38 categories of reading 
interests No significant relationships were found between judgment of 
prose -equality and reported emotional responses to literature, or betwieQn^ 
judgment of prose quality and mteresfscores Significant relationsfTips 
were found between the alfective responses of students and their reading 
interest scores Girls scored significantly higher and outnumbered boys in 
the high group of each variable Students scoring high in judgment of 
prose quality exhibited reading interests requiring higher taste and 
maturity No relationships were found between socioeconomic class and 
the rnajor variables 

S/' Faggiani. Lester A. The Relationship of Attitude to Response in the Read- 
ing of a Poem by Ninth Grade Students " New York University. 1971 
University Microfilm No 71-28.531 334 pp 

A semantic differential i^as used to place ninth grade boys and girls in 
positive neutral and negative attitude groups on the subject. "Dying for 
Ones Country BoyS and girls were evenly divided and grouped as high 
and tow level readers according to their reading slanmes Responses 
were analyzed to determine incidence of responses in four categories per« 
sona! involvement perception interpretation, and evaluatfon, using the 
system of >ana^yslS developed by Alan C Purves and adapted forthis study. 
Subjects with strong attitudes more often .evidenced high personal involve- 
ment than .did those with neutral attitudes, wifli the greatest incidence 
among those with positive attitudes The four^esponse categories were not 
Significantly correlated with attitude Sex was not significantly correlated 
with personal involvement or evaluation Sixteen individual analyses were 
conducted Those protocols revealed a tendency to cluster initial 
responses into a few. areas, primarily those of "content" and mnenomic 
association The evaluation response category received little attention from 
the Subjects 

58 Fanselow. John FredMick. "The Responses of Ninth-Grade Bilingual 
Adolescents to Four Shqrt' Stories " Columbia University. 1971. 
University Microfilm No 72-1306 241 pp 
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Subjt^rts were st^dy bitingudl Spanish-English nmih graders with a mean 
redd'.ru^ score of 8 9 The students rev^d tour stories All the Years of Her 
L'te by Mciey Caiughan Pretude by LucHe Payne, Reverdy, ' by 
JesSiifnyn vVest and The Man m the Shadow ' by Richard Child The 
sloftes were divided into sjx par;s to discover the readers' responses while 
reading as well as atter tne eniirJ story had been read After each part and 
at the end of the story 'subjects responded to the question. "What feelings 
' or reaut'ons do. you have about the plot, characters, language or id^as in 
the seci«on you have just read"^ Responses were tape recorded during 
perspnai interviews The transcripts were coded into one of the six cate- 
gories used by James Squire in his work When the bilingual students were 
compared with Squire s group the percentage of responses m each cate- 
vjory differed The bihngual students made fewer responses coded as 
literary |uc(gments interpretations and prescriptive judgments than did 
Sqiitre s group The btimguals responses contained fewer critical predis- 
positions stock' responses irrelevant associations and failures to grasp the 
'iteM' ''^leaning The wish for a happy ending among the bilingual students 
was .tmited to Prelude white Squire s group looHed for happy endings in 
ai' Unir stor't>$ inOividual var»ation m responses was extremely great 
betwet^n stvjdents and between an individual students responses to 
sepaMte stories 

59 Fasick. Adele Morgan A Comparative Linguistic Analysis of Books and 

^e>v^-s^on 'or Children Case Western Reserve University. 1970 

Unut^rs'Iy MiCrofilm No 71-1687 144 pp 

Ti-ie ranquage of ♦ ve children s picture storybooks and three children's 
tfiev'S-on programs was analyzed according to twelve items of vocabulary 
.v^k] sentf»nce^struct\tro which have been associated with language 
'Tiaturity The ^ntences used m books proved to be more complex than 
t^se m the television programs The sentence lengths and the amount of 
sutDordtnattOf) tn the children s fooks were very similar to those of adult 
prose The television programs contained simpler, shorter sentences and 
less Subordination The vocabulary items tested did not reveal a striking 
ditference between book's and televisi^on Enough mature, standard English 
was used on the television shows to make untenable the hypothesis that 
children could not lea^n language from these shows because the shows 
did not contain appropriate vocabulary items The three television •pro- 
grams studied were more simHar in their rankings on the various tests than 
were the books The books ranged from quite simple to quite complex 
texts both in terms of verbal items and sentence structure In this way the 
books ctouid^be arranged along a continuum of language complexity in a 
way in which the television shows could not The results of the study indi- 
cate that research is needed to determine cai*se of the apparently differing 
efff»cts of listening to books and of watching television 

60 Feeley. Joan T. Interest Patterns and Media Preferences of Boys and Girls 

in Grades Four and Five " New York University, 1972. University 
Microfilm No 72-20.628 180 pp 
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Al&tal of 532 boys and girls in grades tour and five respondecf to an 
irileresi inventory developed by the mvesttgatoc to identify interest patterns 
and media preferences (prmt and television) Findings indicated that sex 
was a major determiner of middJe-gcade children's interests. Boys liked 
sports, excitement, and informational content while girls preferred social 
empathy fantasy, and content dealing with their recreational interests. 
Boys were least interested m fantasy, social empathy, and artistic content; 
giris were' least interested m sports, science, and social studies Boys' and 
girls media preference patterns closely resembled their mterest patterns. 
Race did not seem to be an important factor affecting children's content 
interests Socioeconomic status did appear to be a factor influencing 
Children s interest m fantasy, with lower-SES children showing stronger 
preference for fantasy than was Shown by middle- and higher-SES children. 
Girls preferred lo read more than did.boys Lower-SES nonblacks preferred 
to watch TV more than did middle- or higher-SES nonblacks Both boys and 
. girls preferred to watch TV rather than to read all types of content described 
by the mterest clusters of the study The author concluded that Schramm's 
theory that children look to print to satisfy informational needs and to televi- 
sion to satisfy fantasy and entertainment needs was partially supported. 

61 Fisher. Carol Jean. The Influence of Children's Literature and Oral Dis- 
cussion in Developing Oral Language of Kindergarten. First, and 
Second Grade Children " Ohio State University. 1972. University 
Microfilm No 73-1991 130 pp 
The subjects were kmdergarten. first, and second grade children from four 
middle socioeconomic level schools Six classes, one at each grade level 
from each of two schools, served as the literatur-e group, six similarly 
constituted classes frOm the 0th6r two schools served as the sharing-dis- 
cussion group Three additional classes, one at each grade level from the 
shanng-discussiop schools, served"" as a no-treatment control group. 
Twelve college undergraduates taught the classes. A posttest control 
group design was utilized and testing was completed within a ten-day pe- 
riod following, the experimental program. The experimental programs 
lasted twelve weeks, with three contacts per week. The Peabody Picture 
Vocabulary Test was used to assess vocabulary acquisition and the Lin- 
guistic Structures Repetition Test, devised for the study, was used to 
' \ assess syntactic acquisition A three-way multivariate analysis was used to 
test for Significance antf interaction effects of the treatment, grade level, 
and sex Scheffe's S-method was used for further analysis when significant 
results were obtained The Linguistic Structures Repetition Test revealed 
significant differences between grade levels pt the .001 level of 
Significance S-method tests indicated differences between kindergarten- 
and first grade and between kindergarten and second grade at the .01 level 
. and differences between first and second grade at the .05 level. There were 
• no significant differences between tre|tment groups on acquisition of 
Syntactic structures or on acquisition of vocabulary. TFfere were no 
significant interaction effects of treatment, grade level, or sex of acquisition 
of either syntactic structures or vocabulary. Analysis of variance indicated 
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significant differences between sexes on the acquisition of vocabulary at 
the 001 level m favofof boys 
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62 Fisher, Frank L. The Influences of Reading and Discussion on Attitudes of 

Fifth Graders toward American Indians ' University of California 
Berkeley, 1965 University Microfilm No 65-13.422 226 pp // 
The fifth grade subjects were assigned to one of three treatment groups a 
reading g.oup, a reading plus discussion group, and a control group 'A 

' test of attitude toward and information abc^y, American Indians was 
constructed for use in the study The attitude test was constructed by 
means of the Scale Discrrsnmation Technique and the taformation test was 
based on six readings selected from children's literature about American 
Indians The expenmenl^was carried out over a three week period, using 
scores on the attitude-information test as pre- and posttest measures The 
reading group read the six stories, the reading plus discussion group read 
and discussed the stones, and the cor^lrol group had no exposure to them. 
Reading and discussing the selections caused a c/hange in attitude favor- 
able to American India'iijs stgriificantly greater than thai caused by read- 
ing stones without discussion Reading the selection caused a change in 
attitude favorable toward American Indians that was significantly greater 
than ^ifexhange m the control group There was a significant positive cor- 

, relation between information gained and attitude change in the group that 
read and discussed the stones but not m the control group The attitude 
change was greatest in \he^ middle socioeconomic group and was ' 
Significantly greater in upper socioeconomic levels than in tower socioeco- 
nomic levels In the reading group of middle socioeconomic level subjects, 
the attitude change was significantly greater among Negro subjects than 
among Caucasian subjects There was no stgnificant relationship between 
IQ sex or reading achievement and attitude change Evidence suggested 
that attitude changes of girls .were greater than those of boys in the silent 
reading situation whereas attitude changes of boys were greater in a read- 
ing-di'scussion situation 

63 Fisher, Winifred Maxine. "Images of Black American Children in Contem- 

porary Realistic Fiction for Children Colu^nbia University, 1971. 
University Microfilm No 71-28.000. 174 pp 

Books were analyzed in terms of images of black children having to do with 
1) home and family j,ife. 2) school experiences. <3) recreation. 4) community 
services and participation, 5) religion, and 6) emotional lives. Analysis 
focused on the mam characters in the books Analysis indicated that child 
characters lived in all parts of the United States, with a fourth of them in 
, New York City Homes ranged from slums to middle-class suburbs. 
'Parents* occupations ranged from laborers to professional people. No 
serious cohflicts were evident between .child characters and adults in the 
; family Most of the mair^ characters valued education as a means of getting 
ahead and to aid personal developfnent.-Secreational activities varied with 
age of character and type of community. Varied kinds ©f interaction 
between mam character and community were evident; with community ac- 
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ceplance sometij^nes an influencing factor There were- references to reli- 
gion m hatt of the books, and varying degrees of involvement in'CJtiurch 
activities Maior aspects of the emotional lives of characters were career 
plans personal development, andVeactions to situations "unique to black 
children Problems of loneliness and rejection were frequent 



64 Fitzgerald. Alice Irene. A Study of the Relative Effectiveness of Selected 

Instructional Procedures in a College Course in Children's Literature." 
University of Missouri, i960 University Microfilm No 60-6804 139 pp. 

Subjects were ninety-one female undergraduates of sophomore, junior, 
and senior status between the ages of eighteen and twenty-two They had 
no teachmg experience. The study was designed to compare the achieve- 
ment of three groups of college students m a course in children's literatur'e 
taught by lecture, discussion, and independent study The evaluation cpi* 
tenon was achievement in terms^of gams in learning as defined by specific 
objectives of the course Two measures^Jlfechieyement obtained were ob* 
lective measures of. the students' knowledge of the subject matter of the 
course and of their acquamlarice with childj-en's bool$s Pretests and post- 
tests were administered and the gam scores used as the criterion variable. 
There were no Significant differences in achievement as defined by the ob- 
/ lectives of the course among the three groups There were no^ignificant 
differences m achievement of acquaintance with children's books among 
the groups Regardless of the instructional procedure followed, eacK^f the 
groups made Significant gams m achievement as defined b^ the objectives 
of the course and significant gams m achieving acquaintance with 
, ^. children s books * ■ 

65 Frankel. Herbert /Lewis. "The Effects of Reading The Adventures of 

Huckleberry\ltinn on the Racial Attitudes of Selected Ninth Grade 
Boys ' TemfJi| University. 1972. University Microfilm No. 72-27,181. 
282 pp. 

Subjects were ninth grade male students at an all-boys academic high 
school The experimental group was composed of twenty white and seven 
black boys and the cor^trol group of sixteen white and nine black boys. The 
two groups did not differ significantly in reading ability or IQ level. All sub- 
jects read The Adventures of Huckleberry Fmn. Boys in the experimental 
group read the book in five daily installments with classroom teaching and 
discussion The control group members read the book at home as "outs-ide 
reading" without any direct teaching iiSr classroom discussion: It Was 
reported that the study of Huckleberry Finn significantly changed the at- 
titudes of adolescent boys toyvard blacks and the self-images of black 
students It reduced hostile feelings toward members of another race and 
increased favorable attitudes toward members of another race. Study of the 
book also strengthened subjects' feelings of worth as members of a racial 
group. Students who studied the book in class showed significantly greater 
^ positive change than those who read the book as "outside reading." 
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66 Galloway. Mattel Louise. "An Analytical Study ofth^ ExlehVand Nalure of 
the Reviewing of Juvenile Books m Eight Joui;nals and NewspafSers - 
With Special Regard to Their Usefulness as Selection Aids for School 
Libraries Columbia Umyersity, 1965 UniverS4\y Microfilm Her 65- 
10 032 148 pp >^ . ; , 

The study was limited to 'the eight periodicals and newspapers most 
frequently recommended in representative standard works pn |4jvenile 
literature and school libraries, as aids for selecting current juvenile'bobks 
These are Bookhst and Subscription Books Bulletin, Bulletin of the Center 
for Children s Books, Elementary English, Horn Book Magazine. Junior U- 
tranes Ayew York Herald Tribune Books, New York Times Book Review. 
and Saturday Review The project focused on juvenile trade books 
published m 1959 and reported \n Publishers' Weekly's "Weekly Recor.d " It 
was found that only fourteen of the 1,617 listed were reviewed by all eight 
publications On6 fourth of the books published in 1959 we^e reviewed m 
none of th(? publications Of^yjwo Booklist and Junior Libraries, reviewed 
^ more than 50 percent of the books published that year The "reviews of the 
' fourteen books reviewed m all publications were then analyzed in terms of . 
the following gist of content, authonty of the author, accuracy of subject 
treatment, nature of plot ,ahd character development, special content fea- 
- tures distinctive format characteristics, age or grad6 levels for which 
Suited comparisons with other books t?y the same author or on lhe same ' 
subject, reader interests to which book would appeal, underlying values, 
and curriculum or other specific uses The conclusions were the reviews 
commonly included statements of theme or nature of content, comments on 
• liustrations. and evaluations of quality and style of wrrting; the general 
tenor of (he reviews was favorable, reviews of the same book were similar in 
content, many reviewers merely described their impression of the books; 
information about author or illustrator with which the readers might beunfa- 
miliar was frequently presupposed, some of the reviews.* regardless of 
length conveyed little more than Hie book's theme, reviews failed to make 
adequate comparisons with other books by the same authors or on the 
same subject, reader interests to which a book-might appeal, specific uses 
that might be made of a book, and format features other than the Illustra- 
tions were not treated appropriately 

67 Geeslin. Dorlne.Hawk. A Descriptive Study of the Current Book Choices 
of Pupils on Three Grade Levels A Search for the Effect of Reading Age 
Upon Reading Interests. ' Florida State University. 1967. University 
fVticrofilm No 67-1 1.156 

^ Subjects in the initial stage of the study were third, fifth, and seventh 
graders Tlie second stage of the study used two experimental groups, one 
^vyith chronological age of 8. the other with chronological age of 12. Both 
groups had a reading age of 1 0. The first^stage in the study was a descrip- 
tive survey m which th^d. fifth, and seventh graders rated the interest ap- 
. peal of books they had read. In' the second stage, each child in the two ex- 
perimental groups was shown a pair of books and asked which one he 
wouid prefer to read Wmnie the Pooh was the preferred book q) third 
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graders It was evident that sex^based divergence of irtterests was present 
as early as third grade Experimental boys' phoices did not seem to be 
influenced by either rea'ding age or chronological a^e. Girls' choices were 
influenced by age-mates In classrooms where girls had chronological 
age-mates, girls chose books preferred by their age-mates; girls In class- 
rooms with younger children did not make a significant number of choices 
in accordance with age-mates 

68 Georgiou, Constantines "A Compilation and Analysis of Elements of 
«^ Literary Quality Expressed in Fictional Works Found in Children's 

Classics and the John Newbery Medar Books." New York University. 

1963. University MicrofillVi No, 64-6532 ^- 
Standard recommended children's classics and John Newbery Medal 
* books tjassitied as fiction were analyzed i)y theme, plot, characterization, 
and stylfe^<rwo analyses were carried out for each book. Tha first was a 
descriptiv^ review of the book la terms of literary merit. The second em- 
ployed a rating scale The analys'es were designed to look at the relation- 
ship between the classic book and the Newbery Mqdal books and to 
identify implications , for fiction for children. Within the. larger class of 
fictfon, it was determined that the books examined belonged to Uiree cate- 
gories fantasy, historical fiction, and realistic fiction. Ttie analyses indi- 
cated that theme was the most important element in the fantasy books and 
threme and style were more iflnportant in the standard classics than in the 
Newbery Me^al books In th^ category of realistic fiction, them^ and style 
were of greatest importance for recommended classics and characteriza- 
tion and theme were more .important for Newbery bdoks. Theme was of 
greater importance in historical fiction than i'n fantasy or realistic fiction 
books • \ 

69 Gould, Kathryn Lewis. "Relationships of Creativity, Reading. Corriprehen- 

sion. Intelligence, and Response to a Literature Selection for Fourth 
Grade --Innercily Children" Ohio State University. 1972. University 
Microfilm No, 72^20.963. 244 pp: 
Subjects were ^ black fourth^grade children in an innerclty school. Tests 
adrnmistered to th^ subjects were the l\^nnesota Tests of Creative Think- 
ing, the California Short-Form Merita) Maturity Test; the Gates-MacGlnitie 
.. . Reading Comprehension-Testi and an information measure developed for 
^ the study, the Literature. R^spons^e Instrument, which assessed creative 
. " oral responses to a realistic children's picture book. Statistically significant 
r'elationships were found tjetween verbal creativity and re^ading 
comprePiension. verbal creativity and intelligence, nonverbal creativity and 
* intelligence, reading comprehension and IntelMgence, and verbal 
cfeativity-and sex. with the difference favoring.the girls. No signiflcant^rela- ' 
tionships were found bettveen nonv.e'rbal €ireativity and reading 
cofnpr§hension. nonverbal creativity and creative oral response to litera- 
ture. reading comprehension and creative oral response to literature, and, 
creative oral responseto literature and intelligence. 



34 



35 



70"' Greenlaw. Marilyn Jean. "A S^udy of the Impact of Technology on Human 
Values as Reflected in Modern Science Fiction.ior Children." Michigan 
State University, 1970 University Mierofilm No 71r1 1 .850 201 pp 
The sample consisted of all available science fiction books written for 
children ages nme to fifteen by fifteen selected authors during the time pe- 
riod 1945-1970 One hundred thtrty-three pieces from the fotlowing authors 
were used Isaac Asimov.' Ben Bova, Arthur Q Clarke. Lester del Rey, 
. Robert yemlein. Alexander Key. Madeleine L'^ngle. A. M. Lightnej. Su- 
zanne Martel. Andre NoTton. Alan E ^Nourse. Hugh Walters, and Jay 
WilHams and , Raymond Abrashkin. Analysis indicated that children's 
science fiction includes aspects of individuafism. privacy, nuclear power, 
automation, an.d massiftcation of society Forty-eight percent of the books 
read and coded reflected concern with technology's impact on values The 
concern was expressed in both thematic and specifjp content. The authors' 
of the books promoted the neednor preservation of the valtjes of Indi- 
vidualism and privacy It was concliided that children's science fiction is 
not pnm^rily escape literature It contains significant themes^and values 
that are a commentary on society in general efnd technology's impact on 
viiuman values ' ' ^ , • 

71 Haas. Joyce H. Ethnic Polarization and School Library Materials: A 

Content Analysis of 1 9*39 Fiction Books from^O New Jersey School Li- 
braries Rutgers University. 1971 University Microfilm No 72-830 
211pp 

A sample of 1 .939 fiction titles was analyzed by fifty-one coders. European- " 
Amencan an'b Europ^n characters, in Ameucan and European settings, 
predominated ' Ethnic ' minority" characters tended to be' pictured 
separately and i^ifferently from ethnic majority" .characters "Integration" 

■'^ was typically an adult-child relationship and "minority" and ''majority" 
child characters rarely appeared together Models of inter-group communi- 
cation rarely involved both "minority" St\6 "nhajority" children There were .; 
predominantly "minority" storfes and predominantly*"majOrtty" stories but 

. few stones m between There were no statistically significant correlations 
between the ethnic characteristics of the fiction coOectioris and the ethnic 
enrollment of the schools ^ hdowever, there were significant correlations 
between the ethnic characteristics of the^collections and ethnic and other 
characteristics of the counties in whicVthe collections-were located'. 

72 . Hardgrave. Wilma Jean Baker. "An, Interpretation of Kenneth .Burke's 

Order and the Narrative Applred to Selected Newbery Medaf Novels for 
Children ' Nevy Mexico State University. 1970. University Microfilm No 
7.1>6429 131 pp . . . • 

Randomly chosen Newbery MedaLnovels were placed in five groups to 
represent the emphasis of the dramatic upon history, fantasy, anirpals. 
other lands and cultures, and today. Only six of the seventeen novels 
considered* were judged to be properly constructed narratives, it was con- • 
eluded that mannered language is characteristic of the novels. whidh are, 
not. examples of order Sjyie, related acts, and a •variety of themes are' 
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characteristic of the six novels of order vyhich represent all groups Except 
' the novel of , today The analyses made through the use of Borkean ques- 
tions gave more ' qrfestiOns than answers; however, the approach did 

provide a way to evaluate novels for children as literature. 

\ * 

73 Hartswick; Donald Edward. "Develo'ping Competency Based Teacher 

■ Education Resource Modules in Literary Appreciation." University of 
Pittsburgh J974 University Micfofilm No. 74-12.673. 223 pp. ' 
Experts in the teaching of literary appreciation were asked to provide sug- 
gestions for developing modules at three levels of competency: 
•professional entry, advanced, and specialization. The'tentative modul^s 
" then were critically reviewed by the advisory panel of experts. A pilot study 
was conducted using an instructional- module entitled "Developing Literary 
Appreciation Young Children" with undergraduate students ,^t- the 
University of Pittsburgh Growth of the participants was assessed as they 
demonstrated th^^criterion behayrors corresponding to the competencies 
listed in the instructional module. Af the conclusion of thfe field test, par- 
ticipants were interviewed Conclusions were that tip module and the^ 
management system were adequate and that paiWypants responded fa- 
vorably to involvement in the study and to the potemalities of compefe.ncy 
based programs 

74 Haught, Evelyn Hunt. "Students' Patterns of Thinking in Teacher^Led 
Group Discussions and Student-Led Small Group Discussiaos of 
Literature." University of llJinois.. 1970. University Microfilm No. 71- 
5120 125pp 

Subjects were eleven high school classes. Students' verbalizations were 
observed and tape recorded during 33 classes of teacher-led discussions 
and 22 classes of student-led discussions of literature. Teacher-led dis- 
cussions, lasting 17 hours, 32 minutes, produced 2.256 verbalizations, or 
14 per minute Student-led small group discussions, lasting 7 hours. 48 
mutes, produced 7.416 verbalizations, or 15.85 per minute. Verbaliza- . 
tions were analyzed and classified according to Guilford's Structure of In- , 
tellect by using a modificationof the Ashner-Gallagher System for Classify- 
^ ing Thought Processes in the Context of Classroom Verbal Interaction. 
There was more verbal involvement in student-led small groups than Tn 
teacher-led large groups. There was more personal identification with 
characters, situations, and truths in literature in small groups. There was 
more freedom of expression ih small groups. Teacher-led group dis- 
cussions focused on convergent thinking and student-led discussions 
focused on evaluation. There was tpn percent less use of pure recall in 
small groups and nine percent less divergent thinking in small groups. 

75' Hayden, Gretchen Purtell. "A Descriptive Study of the Treatment of Per- • 
sonal Development in Selected Children's Fiction Books Awarded the 
Newbery Medal." Wayne State University, 1969. University Microfilm 
No 70-19.060 303 pp. 
Four Newbery Award books were analysed as to the presentation of the 
mam character with special attention to personal development problems, 

36 ,37 



resolution of those problems, and .the effect of the process on the 
character's personal development. The method involved preparation oi 
precis, exerpts, analyses, and a "summary of findings for each book. Cri- 
teria used in the development were chosen on the basis of what psychia- 
trists, psychologists, sociologists, philosophers and educators -have 
identiffed as important concerns in the child's development. Results sug- 
gested that good books offer the reader an opportunity to live vicariously 
and to gam knowledge of alternatives in his own struggle'to Iiv6 within the 
boundaries of society Themes identified \n the books^were difficulty of es- 
tablishing a good relationship between adult and chiid; need for a kind.of 
rriorality to guide one's actions; importance of support from another human 
being; acceptance of self and others; respect for authority; ability to handle 
one's problenns, necessity for cooperation; and planning for short term or 
long term goals * 

76 Hayes.. Marie Therese. 'An Investigation of the Impact of Reading on At- 
• titudes of Racial Prejudice^" Boston University. 1969, University 
/,MicrofilrTi No. 7I>12.175. 161 pp. 

** 

Subjects were 54 white eleventh graders. Nine books were selected as 
prescribed reading The books were of. mixed genre: six fiction, two 
nonfiction and one photographic essay. Daily quizzQs were given to check 
comprehension and amount of reading. Discussions concerning reactions 
to the reading were held among students. Attitude scales administered t(> 
the subjects consisted of the Bogardue Social Distance Scale, the 
Hinckley Scale of Attitudes toward the Black, the Thurstone Scale of At- 
titude toward Blacks, and the 'Triendis Behavioral Differential. Stan- 
dq^rdized tests adrriinistered were the-English Cooperative Test: Reading 
Comprehension and the Otis Quick-Scoring Mental Ability Test: New Edi- 
tion. The reading of selected works of ^a literary nature about Blacks 
chang-M the subjects' attitudes in a direction favorable to Blacks. The boys 
seemed to have experienced greater improvement than the girls. The girls 
showed some gam. though the'change was not significant. There was a 
significant positive correlation at the .01 level for the boys between IQ and 
attitude toward Blacks. There was no significant relationship between IQ 
and attitudes of the girls or of the group. There was a significant positive 
relationship at the .01 level for the boys between reading comprehension 
and attitude toward Blacks\on;he correlation of reading comprehensron 
with the pretest scores 

77. Hedges, Ned Samuel. 'The Fable and the-Fabulous; The Use of Traditional 
Formi m Children's literature." University of Nebraska. 1968. 
University Microfilm-No, 68-18.020. 255 pp. ■ 
The. researcher points out that most lasting works of,children's literature 
derive their narrative patterns and structures of meaning from^ncient and 
traditiorial literary forms and conventions, such as fable, myth, epic. and ro- 
. mance This interpretive analysis looks at superior children's books which ' 
use traditional forms in a variety of combinations. \n Just So Stones, Kipling 
combines the narrative pattern of nature myth with the conception of 
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character typical of the beast fable. The physical traits acquired by animals 
tend to affirm specrfic human values or condemn certain human corrup- 
tions In Wtnd in the Willows, Kenneth Grahame uses the traditional func-* 
N tion of fable m his satiric treatment of social and political corruption. He 
uses the traditional' function of epic in his assertion of a cultural ideal. In • 
The Hobbit, Tolkien employs the devices of n)edieval chivalric romance in 
the nature of the quest, the nature of the hero, aiw the symbolic rendering of 
the forces of good and evil. ^ 

78 Henze, Mary Vance, "Children's Responses to Literary Style." University of 

Arkansas, 1972 University Microfilm No. 72-29,669. 124 pp. 
"Subjects were 102 middle to upper-middle socioeconomic level sixth- 
grade children .enrolled' in two elementary schools. There was one experi- 
mental room and one control room in each school. The instrument used was 
an attitude questionnaire consisting of twelve examples from Chapter I of 
T^^e Hobbit and a six^point rating scale. A test over elements of style was' , 
also us6d During the four week experimental period, the experimental 
groups were tested on elemerrt? of style. iHught for ten sessions, then 
retested The control groups were tested once but were not taught about 
elements of style. The attitude questionnaire was administered during the 
final session Experimental and control groups did not differ in Initial 
knowledge about elements of style. Children in the experimental group 
knew Significantly more about elements of literary style after instruction 
than control group members knew when they made their responses. The.. 
children responded most favorably to examples with aliiteration, onomato- 
poeia, striking similes, arid vivid imagery. Ttaere was no significant reJk- 
tionshtp between children's test scores QOjjterary style and their scores on 
listening enjoyment. ^ ' ' \J 

79 Hershberger, Hazel Kuhns, '/A Core Library for Individualized Reading 

in the Elementary School Based Upon Pupil Interest Choices Identified 
by Teachers Recorrimended by a Survey of Selected Experts." George 
Washington University, 1968. University Microfilm No. 69-5206. 157 

pp ■ , ^ 

Methods employed were 1) an'examination of related literature to ascertain 
f rhe ten most sigijjficant studies in which a comparisor^was made between, 
results of methods of individualized reading and ability-'grouping; 2) in- 
formal person-to-pqrson telephone contacts with the authors of those 
. studies to request recommendation of competent teacher-s in the field of in- 
dividualized readying who would be willing to cooperaje in this study; 3) 
. follow-up letters to the authors; 4) selection of teachers from the lists pro- 
vided; 5) study of four authoritative graded libr-^ryjrsts from which separate 
^ graded lists were derived for each elementary g^rade; 6) the subniission of 
these lists to the cooperating teachers for the purpose of checking, through 
pupil choices at each grade level, aminimum of thirty best liked books and 
other well lij<ed books; 7) an analysis of the returned lists; and. 8) the 
formulation bf a cgre list for each elementary grade. The findings indicated 
a marked consistency in the demonstrated interests of students at various 
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grade -levels. Teachers varied considerabjy^n iKe checking of the lib^y ' 
lists, the variation ranging from the reaue^d HgWof 30 best liked titfes to 
the recomm^ndatfon of 240 titles.^ The resulting core library list is. 
.presented by.^ades. in the body of the dissertation. . \ ' 

Hession. C. NIneUa diBenedettO; "An Examination of IVlethods of Having 
. Beginning Readers Acquire Bagic Sight Vocabulgry through/e Use of 
Recommended Picture-Story Books Incorporating a Multimedia Ap- 
proach." Columbia Ui^versit^t973. Univei^sity MK:rof]lm''r/b 74-9641 

n.spp^ \ ■ " \ * ^ ^ i. 

Subjects were thrde groups of randomly sel&c^ted first graders, pre- 
• dominantly white One groufD used ftfteeripicture story books and their ac- 
-companying cassettes The children worked with 1hem for one hour a day • 
on three consecutive days during their first six weeks of school. A com- 
parison group, randomly selected from the same population, drilled on 
thirty of the words on the Dolch Basic Sight Vocabulary Word L'ist which oc- ^ 
curred ?nost frequently in the-sefected stories, A third group spenfhalf the 
t»me working vyith Group I above^and the other half with Group 11. Group 1 
averaged more, word gams than the other two, and Group II Ihe least. 
However, differences between the groups-were not statistically significant. 
Differences m each group from pretest to posttest showed statistical 
significance at the 001 level, indicatingihiat each group did gain Children 
who have free access to goO^ chiidre/fflii^ure. pres^ted in multimedia ' 
form, will acquire a, basic, sight voofebulary4t|ual to or better -tha^ those 
children exposed 40 an approach/ emphasiz>Rg drill on 'specific sight 
words jf * 

81 HMImaa, Judith Zoe Stevinson. "Analysis of Male and Female Roles in 
Two Periods of Children's Literature " University of Nebraska at Lin- 
coln, 1973 University Microfiirp Ne. 73-2^.450. 170pp/ 
Twenty books, equally representing two 'time periods (the 1930s agdthe ^ 
. 1960s to 19-71), were analyzed. The comparison indicated that thenulhber 
of males'was much greater than the numtjpr of females in the &ar.ly period 
(P < Oi; and in the recent ^^eriod (p.< .05). Males were showfe fo be " 
^ ^ physically aggressive and competent in both periods ancftfemales retained 
the char|cteristics of afftliitjon dependence and sadness. Male characters ' 
appeared to be more verbUly aggressive, angry, and joyous in the e^rjy 
penodand^to express more surprise and fantasy in the re;:ept period. Fe- 
males exhibited mbre physical affection, -nurturance. fantasy, and excite- 
ment/antictpation m the early period and became more angry and curious 
in the recent permd. Stereotypic traits.were more prevalent in the eajly pe- 
riod tlj^/i in the recent period, indicating a broadening of sex role stan- 
dards, over Jh9?lhree decades. ''The gr^'atest differences in sex roles' in*^ 
volved the diversity of occupations related to ^each sex. Males were 
depicted m jobs associated with pbw^r and prestige, while females were 
cast in dorfrestic roles with few exceptions. *' 



40 



39 



82 Hoff. Miltdn John. A Study of the Importance of Literature for Fostering 

International Understanding «n the Junior High School " University of 
North Dakota 1970 University Microfilm No 70-21,100 131 pp 
An oDiecttve qiiesltonnaire was sent to each of the fifty state educationde- 
-parir'ients ir^ t^e Unitg^d States to determine attitudes toward the subject of 
i(*iternationai understanding and efforts for the use of literature in this role. 
A sirjiiiar questionnaire was sent to eighteen publishers of literature 
textbooks and materials for junior high school to determine the past and fu- 
ture consideration given international understanding in their pubjication^. 
Interviews were also conducted with educators m London. Hamburg. Paris. 
" Oslo and Copenhagen, and with personnel from Unesco headquarters in 
Pans and from the Unesco Institute of Education in Hamburg The pre- 
'^omirjant altitude was that literature was an important vehicle for fostering 
internaitonal understanding, however., the program carried on by the 
D^^msh Ministry of Education sfemed to be the only organized effort for use 
of hterature in such a manner Several attributes peculiar to fiterature as a 
^-HHlium for international understanding were indicated through literature's 
(uovistons tor the vicarious experience and an indentification with a 
♦actional ch^^i^r. as well as its versatility a^ an art form 

83 Homze. Alma^oss. Interpersonal Relationships m Children's Literature. 

1920 to i960 ' Pennsylvania State University. 1963 University 
Microfilm No 64-5366 222<pp ^ . 

Seventy eight selected realistic fictional books for children were examined 
to determine 1 ) interpersonal relations among adult and child characters in 
terms of nine categories of behavior, 2) the location of the interaction with 
ihe number sex, relationship, occupation, socioeconomic status, and 
ethnic group of ihe characters m the interactions; and 3) the themes of the 
Docks to note how behaviors and background items were portr^ed in 
children s hteratui^ published at ftve-yea^ intervals from l920 to 1960 and 
to look at Changes in those factocs frbm the 1920-1940 penod to the 1945- 

' 1 960 period Adult characters were shown to be decreasingly authoritarian 
and decreasingly critical tn their relationships with child characters in 
pubttcalidns froAthe later pe|iod Child characters were increasingly aut- 
SDoken and rrflfe critical m interactions with adult characters. Children 

■ increasingly dfrectipd their own behavior and asserted their independence 

^ in interactions with other children Increasing competition and less afffec- 
lion were apparent among aduJts- and children. Locations were more 
^diverse and characters increasingly mobile. Books indicated a rural/urban 
*migra.tijDn and children's preference for interactions in unsupervised areas. 

-The Size of book families decreased, the numbers of male .characters 
mcreab^, and the activities of male and female children were increasingly 
separated Children's .books presented a predominantly ^homogeneous- 
- population of middle-class American Caucasians. ^ , 

84 - Hoovar. Emily Dale. "Trade Book Preferences of Ohio Elementary Scho®l 
Children " University of Akron, 1971. University MicrofllVn No. 72-8946. 
'249 pp * 
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ThirtJ through nmlh grade children in 1 15 Ohio public libraries expressed 
• their Qptnions on 8 158 .trade books of their selection on an interest sc^ 
and on a reading difficulty scale The^tudy produced a bibliography ^1 262 
pre^erred trade books Age Irequenctes by sex indicated that the greatest ^ 
percentage of response frorn boys was at age 10 and for girls, at age T1 
Ratmgs .nd»cated that boys' reported more reading difficulty with their se- 
lections than did the girls Many of the book^ chosen were classics anqj 
modern children s books considered to be high m hterary merit Many ot' 
,^ the books mentioned .yvere books of -humor, adventure, mystery, animal 
stories scienc;e«tiction end fantasy There were also many books which in- 
. . dicatid children's involvement with social issues of the times Books origi- 
naliy published since 1950 represented more than three-fourths of the 

. books on the preferred list ^ ^ 

J . • " • 

85 Home. Rose Nell. A Study of the Use of Figurative Language by Sixth 

Grade Gtiildren .University of Georgia 1966 University Microfilm No 
67 3555 taOpp 

The stuJv was desigfied 1) to investigate the effectiveness of activities 
centered around children s hleratwre on pupils use and understanding of 
figurative fanguage 2) to study the effect of the activities on pupils reading 
vocabulary and comprehension and 3) to examine the relationship of age, 
sex, IQ and socioeconomic status to the use and understanding of figures 
•i5t speech The experimental grofjp of 73 sixth grade children took part in 
24 work sessl0^^s to increase thetr grasp of futures of speech Before and 
after the sessions these students and the 72 Control subiects took tests and 
sutj)mittecl writing examples The experimental group scored significantly 
higher t 01 level) m -froqcjency of (jse and understanding of figures of 
speech at the end oOtae sessions but the scores on reading and vocabu- 
lary of the two groups did Rot differ si^ntficantly High IQ scores tended to. 
accompany the understanding of but, not the use of, figures of speech 
Age, sex and socioeconomic status had^no significant effects 

86 tshikawa. Kivoharu. Teacher Attitudes toward School Library An Investi- ^ 

gatton of Library Service Levels Related to Teacher Characteristics " 
George Peabody College for Teachers. j972 University Microfilm No 
72-25.39 1 138pp A 

Two school libraries -A (designated as a good school library) and D 
(designated as a poor school hbrary)— were sele^sjted for the investigation 
The teachers and their attitudes toward the school library in schools A and 
D were $ubiects of the investigation Two instruments; were cidmimstered to 
the teachers m the schools The results obtained from^rialysts of data sug- 
gest that 1) the teachers in school A wera more positives in attitude toward 
the SIX areas of school library servicethan the teachers in $chool,D. 2) there 
was no Significant difference in the teachers' attitudes towckd the sQhool li- 
brary larelation to the professional characteristics of teachers, excep^t that 
teachers who used the school library in thetr student teaching\)ad a more 
positive attitude toward the school library than the teachers notfcusmg it in 
their student teaching, and 3)' there was no significant difference in 
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teachers altitudes toward the schobi'hbrary m relation to the personal 
char^acteristics^ot the teachers 

87 Jakiel. Stanley James- An Analysis ol Popular Ninth Grade Literature An- 

thologies with Respect to Selected Objectives lor the Study of Litera^ 
lure m the Ninth Grade State University of New York at Buffalo 1970 
1 University MiCroliIrn No 71-16 454 

R^jsearch on the subject of objectives for literature study was examined as 
were writings ol scholars m the field of literature study m the secondary 
school Materials from the publishers of ten ninth grade anthologies were 
examined 'The materials included the anthologies, guides, resourde 
books and descriptive brochures Analysis Of the objectives stated and im^ 
plied m these materials produced a list of "Selet^ed Objectives" 1) 
developing a permanent reading habit based on the enjdyment of htefa^ 
ture 2) Showing that literature is art, 3) assisting the student to learn» 
necessary hterary terminology and more about himself and the world, and 
4) .mproving the teaching ol writing and language 

88 Jennings. Robert Edmond The Effectiveness of Microfiche Copies of 

Trade Books on Selected Fourth Grade Children's Readmg Achieve- 
ment Reading Attitudes, and Use of Library Books " University of 
Georgia. 1972 University MiCrofilrr| No 73-5718 167 pp 
Microfiche cop.es of 1 12 children s trade books and two Xerox Qiassmate 
Readers were put into three fourth-grade classrooms to assess their effect . 
on children s reading achievement, attitudes toward readtag. and use of li- 
brary books The pupils were allowed twenty minutes daily for independent 
reading They could c^^oose to read books o( ttieir own. library books, pa- 
perbacks, or magazines Expenmental group children had these choices, 
plus the option of reading microjtche materials The children were tested 
on a pretest-posllest basis to' evaluate readmg vocabulary, reading 
•comprehension, and attitude toward reading No significant differences 
were found between control and experimental groups for attitudes toward 
reading, reading vocabulary, or reading comprehension However the 
mam effects of race and the interaction of treatment and race for vocabu- 
lary and for ^comprehension were statistically significant. The white 
children m the control group did significantly better than black children m 
the same group However, the two races differed little in the experimental 
group It was also found that the advantage of the expenmental treatment 
for the black childreri was so nearly counterbalanced by the advantage of 
Jhfe control treatment for the white pupils that no significant main effect 
could be found -When the Mann-Whitney U Test was applied to the data ob^ 
lamed from the librarian, a significant difference was found in the number 
of books checked out of the school library by the two groups The control 
group children checked out a sibmficantly greater number of books, 

89 Johns. Jerry L "Expressed Reading Preferences in Intermediate Grade 
Students in Urban Settings " Michigan State University. 1970. 
Universityi^icrofilm Mo 71-2091 182 pp ' , 

Subjects wereW intermediate grade children from four large innercity 



districts including 515 black students and 82 white . and Mexican- 
American students In^e first phase of t.he study, five pairs^'of illustratipns 
from modern realistic Children s books were selected to depict stark, 
crowded conditions of mnercity or rural life or to show more favorable living 
contJjiions o^!nnerc»ly and suburban areas Children viewed one slide at a 
hrnq cfnd listened to a taped description of the setting After viewing, they 
responded to three questions about each pair of slides in phase two. sub- 
lecls were given descnptions't>f five characters with positive self-concept 
and f-ve with negative self-concept Again, they answered three questions 
for each pair of character descnptions Phase Ih/ee presented live descrip^ 
t»ons of positive group interaction and five descriptions of negative group 
. 'nieraction jnd children answered three questions foe each pgir of^group 
interaction descriptions Innerc4y^ children expressed statistically 
s»gni»(cant \^0U reading pr^erence for books vvhich depict middle class 
sett»ngs >.'har<icters with positive self-concepts and characters m positive 
group interactions There were significant positive relationships between 
e<ort»ssed reading preferences of subjects for setting and 1 ) their percep- 
tion of rht^ir home environments and 2) the home environment in whi£h they 
Ai)uid prehir to live There were significant positive relationships between 
'oad»^g preference for characters and 1) the type of person they ojerceive 
as being mi)st hke themselves and 2) the type of person they wMnd rather 
Ami between reading preference for group interaction aneff 1) type of 
• qroup tnteractton they perceive as most like the group with whom they live 
or'pi ,uni 2) the type of group interaction they see as most like the group 
wtfh Ahom thf^y prefer tb hve or play 



90 Jones. -Marian llene. An Analysis of Preschool Children's Responses to 
Voluntary Participation m Story-Readi>g ' Arizona State University. 
1971 University Microfilm No 71-26.591 1 17 pp 

Two groups of preschool children, four and five years of age. were selected 
cfs the population Both classes were taught by the same teachfer in the 
same classroom The morning class served as the control grojup and the 
afternoon class as the experimental group. For eleven sessions, which^ 
extended over a four week period, story-reading sessions were offered. to 
the experimental grotitf'These sessions consisted of playing tapes, ap- 
prpxtn\ately thirty min^jps in length, on which had been recorded the story 
content of selected children's books Illustration^ in the books were 
displayed and attendance m the group was voluntary After a one-week 
laps§ perjod. ten observations were made m both the control and ex)berl- 
rfiental groups to determine the number of children who chose to look at 
books as a free choice activity and to determine the number of books han- 
dled by the children m iDoth groups Ninety percent of the experimental 
group participated at least once dur.ing the treatment period for part or all 
^ ■ of at least one story session It was found that there was no significant dif- 
ference between the number of children in the experimental and control 
gfoups v/hb chose books as a free choice activity after the story treatment 
period i ,1 
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Kauffman. Melva Grace. "An Analysis of the Jeacher as Portrayed in 
Modern Juvenile FiCtion Columbia Universit^^ 1962 University 
Microhim No 63-2263 311 pp ^ 

Th^ purpose of the study was to examine juvenile fiction to observe how 
authors picture teachers, tp note at what pomt m the development of the 
plot the teacher is or is not influential in changing thought and behavior of 
other characters, to observe the significance of the changes that taKe place 
iryihe teacher and or other characters as a result of the interaction, and to 
cqostder what implications the study may have for youth who have yet to 
choose a career and for the program of study for preservice teachers The 
analysis of teachers was based on 80 books written for pupils in grades six 
through nine published between 1945 and 1956. and appealing on at least 
three highly recommended book lists Thirty ofjhe eighty books on the list 
portrayed teachers The eighty<five teacher characters were analyzed ac- 
cording lo their prominence in the story, age. sex. teaching level and sub- 
jects taught and attitudes of the other characters toward the teacher Al- 
titudes toward most of tke etghty-five teachers were favorable. All but 
twelve were admired or respected for one quality or another The fictional 
portraits indicated that reason and reasonableness dominate relations 
among teachers and pupils 

Kelly. Robert Gordon. Mother Was^a Lady Strategy and Order in 
Selected American Children s Periodicals, 1865-1890 " University of 
Iowa 1970 University Microfilm No 71-5770 321 pp 
Domestic ftction appearing in several popular children's periodicals 
published during the period 1865-1890 was chosen for analysis. 
Maga/mes used-were St Nicholas, The Youth's Companion, Wide Awake. 
Our Young Folks, and Riverside Magazine for Young People. It was found 
thet the ficloh tended toward two basic narrative patterns or formulas 
shaped m part by the conditions of publishing and in part by ideological 
considerations that may be traced to characteristics of the social class 
which produced the magazines The two formulas give evidenc'e of the 
•ideal social types considered to be appropriate models of emulation for 9 
republican society, as well as unresolved tensions concerning the nation's 
growing cities the responsibilitj^ of a cultural elite in a democratic so- 
ciety and changing notions about childhood 

Kingsbury. Mary Emily. "Socialization for Work and Leisure. Cultural • 
Values Reflected m Children's Literature " University of Oregon. 1973. 
Unti/ersity Microfilm No 73-28.606. 164 pp. 
Content analysis techniques were applied to numerous quotations to de- 
termine what' IS actually written about work and leisure iri children's fiction, 
The sample of books ^Studied consisted of ninety-one works of realistic 
fiction cited in the Children's Catalog or in lists of outstanding children's^ 
books published m the •1930s. 1950s, and 1970s. Leisure did increase, 
in importance when frequency of mention was used a$ the criterion; 
for example, leisure citations for adult characters increased by 9 percent 
from the 1930s to the 1970s. Adult models used their time in spectator 
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activities 29 percent of the time in the 1970s, an increase of 10 percent over 
the 1950s Work citations appeared 2.1 times more often than leisure cita- 
tions over all three time periods and middle-class occupations dominated 
the books, with white-collar jobs accounting for 59. percent of all the cita- 
tions m newer books Children's books presented a distorted picture of 
women Working women were not adequately represented in number or in 
kinds of work assigned to them and the leisure activities of female 
characters were neither as numerous nor as varied as those of the male 
•characters By and large, the same values were transmitted whether they 
were related to work er to leisure The author concluded that booKs studied 
neither accurately reflect the nature of work done nOr the significance of 
leisure available m our society 

94 Kingston. Carolyn TIetje. "Exemplifications of the Tragic Mode m Selected 

Realistic Fiction for Eight-to-Twelve-Year-Old Children " Columbia 
Univ(?rsity 1968 University Microfilm No. 69-665 426 pp 

The fifty-three books whtch were selected as^e.xamples belonged to jive 
categories of fVia)Or tragic .conflicts rejection, entrapment, sensitivity, war. " 
and loss These works illustrated man's capacity for nobility of thought and 
action and the stones had the capacity for umversal extension generally 
asspciated with tragedy Although children's stories deviate from the 
ci^ssteal tragic form it was found that the underlying tragic feeling of the 
vO^rk remains bastcajly the same tn literature for children and adults 

95 Kiser. Qeorge Edward, A Study of Selected Indicators of Childj:,en's^ 

interest-in-Reading University of Kentucky. 1968 University Microfilm 

No 69-17 528 82 pp 
Subjects were elementary grade children Four indicators for measuring 
interest m reading were used the San Diego County Inventory of Reading 
Attitude standardized verbal achievement test scores, peer ratings, "^nd 
teacher ratings Subject^V/ece placed in low. average, and high interest in 
reading groups by sex, at each of three grade levels on the basis of actual 
amounts of reading done Scores of each of the indi^cators were collected" 
for each group and analyzed to determine which of the indicators effec- 
tively differentiated between interest in reading groups. Results indicated 
that 1 ) scores from three of the indicators were higher for girls than for boys;^ 
2) boys scored higher than girls on the standardized verba! achievement 
test and 3) the San Diego County Inventory was more effective for boys 
than girls, and more effective for boys in gra'des 3-6. However, since grade 
levels and sex opJerate to destroy the overall validity of most indicators, the 
author cited a need to find more effective ways to measure interest in read- 
ing as an aid in improving reading instruction. 

96 Klein, Howard A./lnterest and Comprehension in Sex-Typed Materials." 

Syracuse University; 1 968 University Microfilm No. 69-8632. 
Two groups of boys'arid two groups of girls from 13 fifth grade^classrooms 
in Canada were the subjects. Six stories centered on three occupations: 
ballet dancer, pilot, and social worker. -Each story was written in two ver- 
sions, one with a female mam character and one with a male main 
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character One group of each sex read three stories in the male version and 
three m the female version The other group of each sex read, the same 
• stones with the sex versions reversed Interest in the stories was measured 
With a sematic differential format" and also a like-dislike statehhent scale. 
Comprehension was checked by using a 50 deletion Cloze test for each 
story with every seventh word deleted Sex-appropnate occupations were 
rated higher m interest by each sex Boys rated male mam characters 
significantly higher than female mam characters in only the pilot situation 
gtrls rated female mam characters higher than male in each occupation' 
Semantic differential profiles indicated that boys and girls react to the 
same character m distinct ways Changing the sex of the mam character 
within the same context did not affect comprehension of the content by 
either sex Low ability boys and girls cloze scores were significantly 
higher for preferred sex-typed content 

Lancaster. Joyce Woodward. ' An Investigation of the Effect of Books with 
^ Black Characters on the Racial; Preferences of White Children " Boston 
University. 1971 University (Vlicrofilm No 71-26.71 1. 144 pp 
Subjects were 125 fifth grade students m an all white suburban school. A' 
picture test was constructed to measure effect of reading books with black 
•characters on the racial preferences of white children The test, based on 
the work of Horowitz was called the Race Activity Decision Criteria Picture 
Test F,fty-six children s books rated as high literary quality and able to 
foster good race relations, were read by the students voluntanly during 
cJciss time For analysis, subjects were divided mtO two groups: 1) thosl^ 
with no racial preference orl)ias toward blacks and 2) those with prejudice 
;^agar)nst blacks Analysis of the effect of reading on racial preference, 
■showed no single one-to-one relationship For subjects in the bias-no 
preference group the greater the number of books read, the less often race 
, was used as a decision-makmg criterion For the prejudice group, the 
greater the number of books read, the higher prejudice scores Results for 
both groups were significant at the 05 level The author points Out that it is 
Clear that we do not have sufficient knowledge to predict the effect of 
particular books on individuals " 

Lawson, Cornelia V. Children s Reasons and Motivations for the Selection 
.of Favorite Books ' University of Arkansas. 1972. University Microfilm 
No 72-10 208 93 pp • 

A survey of 695 fifth grade students determined their favorite books arid the 
reasons and motivations for choosing those books. The dataobtained from 
the student survey were used, to prepare a questionnaire which was 
administered to twenty-six classroom teachers and twenty-four <:hildren's 
librarians Results of the study showed that the children identified 469 dif- 
ferent titles as their favorite books The reasons given for book choices 
were content and theme, specific interests, funny, emotional-personal 
reactions, characters, biography-true, exciting, family and school life, 
good, interesting, authors The children identified the following areas for 
their motivation friends and peers, themes, informational needs, teachers, 
librarians, family influences, book orders and gifts, favorite authors, televi- 
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sion. and movies The primary interests were animals, mystery and ghost 
stories, fantasy and science-fiction, sports and sport biography, friends 
and schooMife Significantly more below-average than average or above- 
average readers identified their favorite book as being the same as their 
current library book or last read library book Teachers ^nd librarians 
showed no Significant difference in perceivjng the reasons children gave 
for selecting their favorite books Teachers, however, ranked significantly 
better than librarians m perceiving children's motivations for reading li- 
brary.boQks ' ^ 
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Lewis, Isabel Rogers. "'Some Effects of the Reading and Dlscussion*of 
Stones on Certain Values of Sixth Grade f^upils," University of 
California at Berkeley, 1967 University Microfilrn No. 68-5679, 
Eieve^n short stones portraying the desirability of nufturance and the unde- 
aggressiveness and selfishness were read by two groups of 54 
c^iildren, each over a period of two weeks. After the reading, 
c^ap discussed the stories and the values A third group of stu- 
' ufesed the values but did not read the stories The fourth group 
r or read the stories and tViey did not discuss the values. A semi- 
rojective Test of Values, constructed by the experimenter, was ad- 
'^t.nfsterea to all subjects before and after the expej;iment. Data indl- 
"^Sa-teci that literature affects v.alues Reading without cliscqssion produced 
significant increases m'^aggressive feeling, decreases in selfish feeling, 
decreases m nurturantjeeimg increases in projected aggressive behavior, 
and decreases lo projected nurturant behavior Discussion of values 
without reading stc/ies resulted in r>o significant changes but showed a 
trend toward increased aggressiveness Reading, followed by discussion, 
produced significant 'change Aggressiveness was reduced and was ac- 
companied by a trend f^ward increase in nurturance a-s well as an increase 
in projected., selfish feeding There were no significant changes for the 
group which had no treatrf-ient of reading or discussion. 



100 Lewfe^beneva Bell' Akin. "'A Companson of Kindergarten Teachers' Per- 
ceptions of Children's Preferences in Books with the Children's Actual 
Preferences " East Texas State. 1970. University Microfilm No, 71-226. 
162 pp 

Subjects were twenty white female kindergarten teachers who volunteered 
lo participate and 100 randomly fleeted kindergarten children, evenly 
divided to constitute a sample of white males, white females, black males 
and black females ' Analysis was made to determine whether there were 
significant differences between teachers' perceptioljs of books that 
children like or dislike, between book preferences of boys and girls, and 
between book selecTtons of black Children and white children. Ten books 
from six categories were used: Children in general, children In ghetto 
areas. Negro heritage, history anci science, animals, and fantasy. Teachers 
selected, on the basis of book titles and covers, the book a kindergarten ., 
child would most like to hear and the one he would least like to hear. 
Children selected on the same basis. In only two categories, children in 
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general and history and scienoe, were teachers^able to predict books the 
jgChildren would like to have read to them Girls showed a preference fOP 
children in general books and boys for animal and fantasy books. Black 
children strongly favored children in ghetto areas books while white 
children disliked them. More black than white children disliked animal 
books Significantly more^white childfen than black children favored fan- 
tasy books 

^ 

101 Lewis, William Joseph. "A Comparison of Responses of Adolescents to. 

Narrative and Lyric Literature and Film." Florida State University. 1972. 
University Microfilm No 72-27.923. 143 pp. 

The tenth grade subjects read two literary selections and viewed two films 
paired by the investigator on the basis of their similarities in treatment of 
subject and theme Students' written responses to the four selections were 
categorized and analyzed'on the basis of how they reacted .to the materials. 
Categories used for analyzing responses were: literary judgments, in- 
lerpretational responses, narrational reactions, associational responses, 
self-involvement, prescriptive judgments, and a miscellaneous category. 
Students tend to jud^e materials (both literature and film) more thari they 
reapond in any other way. either having strong preferences for or reactions 
against a selection They interpret film significantly more than they fnterpret 
literature The students narrate literature more than they narrate film. Boys 
appeareij to have stronger opinions about whatfhey read and view than do 
girls Girls give evidence of more self-involvement in materials than do 
boys Results indicated that adolescents respond differently to film than 
they do to literature when selections are comparable and. in four of the six 
mam categories of responses, there were statistically significant dif- 
ferences in the response patterns to the two media. 

102 Lickteig, Mary Jane. "A Comparison of Book Selection Preferences of 

Inner-City and Suburban Fourth and Sixth Graders." University of 

Oregon, 1972 University Microtilm No. 72-20.922. 
Fourth and sixth grade children from innercity and suburban schools were 
defined as below-level, on-level, or above-level in reading ability as de- 
termined by the comprehension score on the Iowa Basic Skills Tesl Data 
about children's book choices were gathered three times during thelgsting 
period Students were shown eight books representing eight categories of 
literature A brief summary of each book was read and children were asked 
to rank the books in the order of preference.. Children in grades four and six, 
innercity and suburban, preferred books in- the science-fiction categor^^x. 
Books in the humorous category were also preferred by'fourth graders and 
mystery and detective stories by sixth graders. Least preferred books were 
in categories of suburban life and frontier and pioneer stories. Children in 
the innercity tended to prefer Negro fiction more than did suburban 
children, while suburban children preferred horse stories more than dldin-. 
nercity children. Thfe results of the study indicated no consistent relation- 
ship -between book selection preferences of innercity and suburban 
children' ' 
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' 1.03 LivengDOd, Dorothy^Kroft. 'The Effect of Bibhothei^py Upon Peer Rela- 
. tions and Democratic Practices m a Sixth Grade Classroom '* 
University of Florida 19^ University Microfilm No 64-11,553 239 pp. 
Subjects were an experimlntal group of sixth graders, chaxactertzed as 
■ an undemocratic class," from one school and a, control group selected 
frOm the. Sixth graders of another school Subjects were tested with the 
Kuhtman-Anderson Intelligence Test, sociometric instruments, including 
the Ohio Social Acceptance Scale and scattergrams based on committee 
choices and measurements of personality which included the Rosenzweig 
Personality-Frustration Study, a Self-Rating Personality Scale, and Who's 
Who iri My Group Twenty-six selections from children's literature were 
read to the experimental group After tests were repeated and scoces, the 
thirty experimental group pupils were matched with 'children from the 
second school Reading gams by both grdbps were not significant. A-l- ' 
though the class as* a whole seemed to lose m Mod relations and demo- 
cratic practices at least one-fifJh of the rejected [children seemed to gam 
socially and seven-tenths_of the group showed gWis in personality traits. 
Children low in intelligence and social acceptanc.e\eemed more likely to 
profit frpm bibliotherapy • 

104 Lyons. Patricia Anne. The Effect of Children's Literature and Oral Dis- 
cuss.on on the Reading Achievement of First and Second Grade 
Children Ohio State University. 1972 University Microfilm No 73- 
2058 164 DP 

One class at each grade level m four schools participated. Schools were 
pair^ed and randomly assigned to treatment Ap additional first and second 
grade class served as;g.rio-treatment control Pretreatment equivalence of 
groups was established by statistical ai;ialysis of parental occupations and 
^ existing reading scores Programs were administered for twenty minutes 
three times each week for twelve weeks The first program provided rich 
adult linguistic input through readling aloud and discussion of high quality 
children s literature selectecf on the basis of an analysis ol syntactic com- 
plexity and richness of vocabulary. The second provided increased op- 
portunities for active language use-by .the child in the context of sharing, 
discussion and other oral language activities. Alternate forrns of the 
California Achievement Test— Reading, 1970. Level 1— were administered 
at the end of the experimental period in December and in May Scores on 
the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test and the Linguistic Structure Repeti- 
tion Test were also obtained In May. the teachers whose classes had par- 
ticipated* completed a questionnaire about their routine practices with 
respect to reading literature aloud and oral language activities. Data 
.analysis , indicated that r^ither of the twelve week experimental programs 
" signijicantly affected re^^mg achievement. Significant differences existed 
on the May reading test 'favoring the control group on measures of word 
recognition and total reading in grade one. the literature and control 
groups on the.cdmprehension measure in grade two, the literature group. 
^ over the sharing group 6o the total reading measure in grade two, and for 
.the total group, the literafy.re and control groups on the comprehension 
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measure Questionnaire responses indicated that the second grade litera- 
ture and control group teachers read aloud more frequently and used 
books often recommended for higher grades. 

105 McCloskey, Elinor Florence. " A Study of the Free Reading Interests of 

Sixth Grade Negro ^ys Living in Disadvantaged Areas in the City of 
New York"' Columbia University. 1966. University Microfilm No 67- 
5539 \ 

Subiects were 120 sixth grade black boys enrolled in public schools in 
disadvantaged areas of New York City. On a one-to-one basis, they were 
asked to respdjTd to ten questions, Reading interests elicited by the ques- 
c tioning were classified and ^data from three subgroups— upper quarter 
students, lower quarter students, and boys over 13 years-^were compared. 
The boys reported that the^ liked to read because they thought it was a use- 
ful task which would help them with present or future economic, academic, 
or occupational nee(Js. Boys who did not like- to read said it was too 
difficult The disadvantaged black boys showed strong interest in 
nonfiction book categories and a stronger interest in sports books than 
other studies have suggested for a general population of boys. Science 
was a popular topic with lower quarter boys, and fiction was discussed 
most often by boys in the upper quarter. Subjects seemed to have difficulty 
describing aspects of books that they did not like. 

106 McKay. Mary Agnes. "The Expressed Reading Interests of Intermediate 

Grade Students from Selected Schools in the Metropolitan Pittsburgh 
Area • University of Pittsburgh. ,1971. Uni\<ersity Microfilm No 71-^6 
168 160pp 

Subjects were 791 fourth, fifth, and /xth grade children with iQs ranging 
from 69 to 147 and reading achieve\ient scores ranging from 2,3 to 11.7. 
The group included 362 girls and 429 boys. 617 of them white and 174 
biack An instrument used for determining reading interests was developed 
for use tn this study. Relationships between reading interests and In- 
teJIigence. reading achievement, age. sex. socioeconomic level, grade 
level, geographic location, and race were explored. Brighter, students 
chose biography, humor, and mystery more often than did slower students. 
It was also evident that student^ who scored low on tests of reading 
achievement lacked interest in reading anything. As students* reading 
achievement increased, they were less interested in reading about school 
activities Overall, the categories of adventure, animals, mystery, and 
sports were popular with all students in the study. It was concluded that the 
factors of reading achievement, sex. and intelligence ex6rt the greatest- 
influence on reading interests of intermediate children. 

07 McLaughlin, Mary Ann. "Thematic Analysis and Derr;pcratj^ Value 
Identification in Realistic Fiction for Children Concernin-^^erican • 
Wartime Involvement, 1939-^971. *' Michigan State University. 1973. 
, ^University Microfilm No. 73-29,707. 336 pp. 

In Part I of the study, the researcher read and evaluated ^3 books identified 
through five professional bibliographic sources. Content analysis was 
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^ used to determine the extent to which thennatic and value determinations 
w^re those inherent in the democratic philosophy In Part II, the reliability 
study. 1.2 adult professionals and 224 fifth and sixth grade children 
evaluated the same theme values contained i,n three selected books. 
Resufts of Part I indicated that fiction for children concerning American 
wartime involvement does contain the themes and values defined as demo- 

fitic by the researcher. The reliability study showed that boys and girls ^ 
ree with the professiorial adults to a large extent on the themes and 
ues found m wartime fiction 
cLeod, Anne. Scott. "A Mor^l Tale Children's Fiction and Americat^ 
^ \ Culture, 1820-1860 " Unr^^ersity of Maryland) 1973. University Microfilm 
\ No 73-28, 868 259 pp 

The' study examines the fiction written for children in the United States 
between 18^0. and 1860 as it reflected the culture and mood of that era. 
Analysis indicates that Antebellum Amerrcans rejoiced in the opportunities 
offered by a swiftly expanding economy, but they recoiled from the fiercely 
competitive, ambitious spirit it bred, and they feared the disappearance of 
traditional values Antebellurri children's fiction was highly didactic and 
literanly very limited-, but it provides a suggestive index to many social and 
personal values widely accepted m the period. It was designed not as 
entertainment for children but as an aid to moral education of future 
Citizens Idealized characters were strongly inner-directed individual's, ca- 
pable of holding to high moral standards in a world usually described In 
. the fiction as hazardous and unpredictable both morally and physically. 
The fictton written toward Ihe.end of the period reflected both an increased 
awareness of social realijy and a growing pessimism about traditional so- 
lutions to social problems 

109 McReynoIds,. Janet Kay. "A Study of Common Aspects Found in Selected 
Literature for Adolescents. 1966 to 1970." Southern Illinois University, 
- 1971 University Microfilm No. 72-10.269. 145 pp. . 

Eighty-one books recommended in at least three of five sources were 
chosen for study Of the recommended literature for adolescents. 58 
percent was fiction. 37 percent nonfiction. and 5 percent poetry.- No drama 
was recommended A principal character in 76.6 percent of the fiction 
•books was an adolescent twenty years of age'or younger. Racial strife was 
a concern in 19,5 percent of the recommended fiction and nonfiction 
books None of the books surveyed. was concerned with space or space ex- 
ploration, high school dropouts, drugs, or religion. The major characters in 
21 percent of the fiction books were white middle class. The only black 
class represented in recommended fiction was the lower black class. It 
was concluded that controversial and taboo subjects are generally absent 
m the recommended literature. , 

1 10. Mann, John S. "An Application of a. Model of Creative Thinking to Teach- 
ing in a First Grade Classroom." Eric Document No. ED010255. 

Subjects were one class of first graders, divided toJorm an experimental 
group of 8 boys and 6 gjris and a control group of 8 boys and 7 girls. The 
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teaching method for the experimental group was based on Lawrence 
Kabie s- model of the creative process which emphasizes metaphorical and 
preconscious symbolism. The control group received a conventi-onal 
.presentation of children's literature. The Torrance tests of Creative Think-' 
ing, Form A Figural and Form B Verbal, were used to measure fluency, fiexi- 
bfhly. onginality. recall, and^analogy-making. Two interns who were teach- 
ing jull-time in a second grade team worked for one-half hour each day with 
the subjects The work centered around a "story hour" using nearly 
Identical cNldrens booksi^esulls indicated no significant differences in 
the performance of the two groups. 

Martin, Sae Ann Glllespi. "The Caldecott Medal Award Books. 1938-1968- 
^ * Their Literary and Oral Charactenstics as They Relate to Storyteliing " 
Wayne State Uhiver^sity, 1969. University Microfilm No. 72-16 219 238 
PP 

The thirty^one picture books thai received the Caldecott Award from 1938 
, to 1968 were examined to discover iheic literary and oral chaj-actej^i sties 
and to ascertain the suitability of their te^Kfor use in the oral situation of 
storytelling Most of these books were writteVaround the themes cjf love 
reassurance, and fellowship. Eleven books arbv written from thelhild's 
point of view The heros include characterizatiorT^personifications and 
talking beasts The- humor has five general sou>^s: wordplay and 
nonsense: surpnse and the unexpected: exaggeration, fhE ridiculous and " 
cancature: supenonty, and wit and satire. Cliches, slang, and foreign 
words are found in the diction The author concluded that no on^ element, if ' 
absent or present, would make an award book good for storytelling It was 
noted, however, that style-in ,ts broadest sense, including characteriza- 
tion, humor, imagery, figurative language, diction, syntax, and aesthetic 
qualities— determines whether or nofa Caldecott Award book is suitable 
for use in storytelling, whereas theme, subject, setting, ^he child's point of 
view, and the author's attitude rarely affect the oral style of an award book. 

112. Mathewson. Grover C. "Relationship between Ethnl^ Group Attitudes 
toward Dialect and Comprehension of Dialect Folktales." University of 
• California , at Berkeley. 1973, 

Each third grade child m tPie study was exposed to one of foi^r randomly 
assignpfj treatment conditions: 1) reading standard English folktales 

^ 2) reading dialect folktales, 3) listening to standard English folktales, and 
4) listening to dialect folktales There were twelve children in each treat- 
ment group, half of them black and half of them of o(her ethnic back- 
grounds Followiog each presentation, subjects rated the story on four di- 
mensions and a'nswered questions to test comprehension of the story. Find- 
ings s.upporteathe prediction that black children liked and comprehended 
black English tales :betjt^r than standard English folktales when they 
listened to the presenta^n. However, they did not show greater liking for or 
comprehension in response to reading black English folktales. Children 
with ©ther ethnic backgrounds favored standard English versions over the 

. black English versions |m. ^ 
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►3. Mattera, Gloria. "Bibliolherapy in a Sixth Qrade." Pennsylvania Stale 
\ University. 1961 University Microfilm No. 62-2642. 196 pp, 



Subjects were two sixth grade classes, an experimental group of twenty- 
se\<gn children and a control group of twenty-four children. As a basi« for 
comparison of the two groups, measures of intelligence, achievement, 
reading, Socioeconomic status, personality, and figure identification were 
^. used. An inventory which ask^d children how books influenced them was 
also used. Students m the experimental group participated in individual 
bfblioth^rapy. group\bibli6therapy consisting of a s'feries of panel dis- 
cussions on books theSmldrep thought could be helpful to people their 
■age, and activities essential to -gathering information oi^the children. The 
result&of the California Test of Personality did not indicate that books help' 
children in the sixth grade face and solve problems arising from everyday 
living The evidence did indicate that chifdren s problems were concerned 
with developmental tasks and basic human needs and that boQks that 
helped them were of high interest to them. Books 'serve to prevent future 
problems by building a background of vicarious experiences and giving 
the c-hfldren insight into the problems of their classnTates, It was concluded 
that, under certain conditions, both individual and group bibliotherapy are 
feasible.in the self-contained classroom. 

114 "Menchise., Donald^Nicholas. "Racial Bias as a Determinant of Literary 
Preference and the Relationship of Selected Variables to Patterns of 
Preference anS Reflection of Literary Works Whose Author's Race is 
.Known ' University of Connecticut. 1972. University Microfilm No. 32,- 
'236. * 

^ Subject.^ were 100 randomly-sel^^ed students from an urban high school, 
, fifty white and fifty black students with approximately equal representation 
oib^ys and ,girls for each race. Fifty of the students were selected from the^ 
eleventh grade and fifty from the twelfth,grade. The subjects were^iven ten 
poems— written by black and white authors — to rank in the order of their 
preference Each poem was acc£)mpamed by the ^luthor s name and a pic- 
tijre depicting his race The ranking^f the 100 subject's were compared to 
|he rankings of a randoml-y-selectetrpeer-judge group, representing both 
races and classes and drawn from the sa'me population as the subjects. 
The peer-judges ranked the poems also on*the basis of preference* but 
v^without knowledge of any author's name or race. An analysis pfjhe data in- 
di<:ated that there was a significant difference in the way the races 
responded to the poems. Black students ranked the poems written by black 
authors higher than those written by white authors. White students ranked 
the poems written by white authors higher than those written by black 
authors 

115* Miller, Arthur Luther. '''A Study of Reading Tastes of Children in Grades 
• . Four. Five, and Six in Selected Schools of the Lamar Area School Study 
Council " University of Houston, 1966. University Microfilm No. 67- 
2019 246 pp. 

Avforty item questionnaire was adnninistered to 3,212 children in grades 
four, five., and sT>^ Results indicated that the children rfead widely from a va-^ 
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nety o\ reading malerHafs The influence of lelevisiqp and the movies was 
evident m the participants' voluntary readWg. They reafJ primarily for^jdy- 
ment and Information Comics and sports were the preferred sectionsot\the 
newsfiapers, which were read by 89 4 percent of the children Of that 
number 95*2 percent reported that newspaper reading had bee^ hela4o 
them 'in schoi) subjects, particularly m-science The chjldr^n.4:j:fiie/red 
comjc books fiat were exciting and funny Adventure a^nd mystery were the 
tavonte Jypel of books reported More than one-half of the children 
reported that lhey .had read the book after seeing the same story on televi- 
SiO» or m a movie I liked tt" was the most frequent reason given for read- 
ing a book more than once and 91 3 percent of the group had read a book a 
second Irme The school library was the main source of books although, 
^53 6 percent ot the sample received bqoks jrom a book club . 

4 ' , 

1 1B Miller. Lewis Jerold. "Fostering Interest jn Children's Literature Selected 
Teachers' Practices, and Competencies " Indjaha University. 1969. 
University Microfilm No 69-12,525 , , 

Subjects were nine fifth and seven sixth grade teachjers and their 414 
students in live elementary schools The teachers were rated on the basis 
.of 1) knowledge of a wide range of children's books. 2) knowTedge of 
■ children s interests, 3) knowledge of how to set the stage for a love of read- 
ing and 4) sensitivity to what distinguisties a good book from a mediocre 
or Door one Students were asked to respond- to the question. "This year 
" have you read any books that you really liked'?'" Data wereused.to compare 
me number of books reported as read and "really liked" b.y stu^nts of high 
ranked and low ranked teachers The classes of the two high ranked 
teachers had class averages of 3 4 and 2 3 books per student reported 
read and "really liked ' Classes of low ranked teachers reported averages 
. of 1 2 and 1.3 The girls' meanAA/as 2 6 and the boys' mean 1^9. Practfces 
Such as use of professional selection aids and book reviews, communicat- 
• mg with parents, setting up a room arrangement and using A-V materials 
were neglected by most teachers One-half of the books selected fey 
teachers were not ol l>igh literary quality. 

1 1 7 Mills." Editha Barnes. "An Experimental Study in the Use of Literary Models 
tn Written Composition!" University of Georgia. 1967. University 
' Microfilm No 68-5068 198 pp- 
.Subjects vyere four fifth*grade classes The study ej-camined ttie rela- 
tionships between written composition and such factors as age. sex. and 
intelligence For 24 weeks /e experimerjtal group of 45' students was 
taught compdsitionMrom rt^els ^in children's literature , for one-liour 
periods, twice weekly: The chilclren kept weekly records of their voluntary 
reading and writing. The STEP 1/ests revealed no significant difference in 
' writing ability between the two groups, but the writing samples indicated 
some difference Significant relationships were found betv^en written 
composition a'nd socioeconomic status, intelligence, readjng. arithmetic 
and language, but none were found between composition and sex, agl|, or 
years m present school ^ 




8 Moi[, Leo Hughes. A Linguistic Analysis of Cerlam Stylistic Elements of ' 

Selected Works of Literature for -Children and Their Relationship of 
Readabrhty \Wayne State University. 1969 University Microfilm No 
70-3433 I \ 

Subjects were 28 pupils enrolled m a homogeneously grouped upper ele- 
mentary school reading class Cloze tests of readability were' prepared on 
ten passages of 250-300 words taken from five juvenile biographies about 
Abraham Lincoln.. Subjects completed the ten tasks '^n one school week 
Anaplysis of passages was made on the basis of meaatVunit length, propor- 
tion of content carrying words, and number of kernel sentences in the deep 
structures of each t«unit Language strings pertaining to oach of four literary 
, elements m each passage were identified as a measure pf literary coritent 
of each passage Cloze responses to content-ca^ffig words were 
' analyzed according to taxonomies of semantic and synta^c acceptability 

• Linguistic-styhstic features of an author's style influenced relative difficulty 
of passages and also relative degree of acceptability of responses Low 
readability levels were found when Word Content Ratio '^nd Sentence 
Content Index w'ere highest The more difficult passages had greater pro- 
portion of longer language strings referrijig to characterization than had 

'easier passages The less difficult passages^had ^-greater proportion of 
dialogue than the more difficult passages fhere was great' variation in 
consistency of complexity of styfe among authors wfitmg for the same 
audience 

9 Monson. Dianne Lynn. Children's Responses to Humorous Situations in 

.Literature University of Minnesota. 1966 University Microfilm No 67- 
869 238 pp 

A stratified rancfcrm sample of 635 fifth grade students was chosen base.d 
on socioeconomic levels Because of tfTQ nature of the study, only children 
reading at or above grade 3 5 as of September were retained in the sample. 
Childf'en'^re asked to read excerpts from Henry Huggms, Charlotte's 
Web (twdex^rpts) Pippi Longstocking (two excerpts). Owls m the Family, 
and The Cncket^m Times Square Five types of humor considered in the 
study were represented in the selections 1).c/iaracter humor, 2), humor of 
surprise. 3) humor of the impossible, 4) hunrior of words, and 5) humor of the 
ridiculous Situation An instrument, constructed for assessing children's 
responses to t^e selections, was developed in fouf different fprms which 
were randomly distrib^ited within each classroom*. AH children were asked 
whether they had read each selection before and whether the selection was 
humorous They were asked to Specify the funniest part of each selection 
"that they rated as humorous Form One requested the child to respond, in 
an unstructured situation, by writing the part of the selection he thought was 
funniest Forms "Two. Three* and Four asked children to respond to struc- 
tured response situations based on the true-false and multiple-choice item. 

* Sentences used in the structured forms were taken from responses of»a 
■pilot group to unstructured question?. Difference^ in responses made by 

children m structured and unstructuffed treatment groups were greater for, 
boys than for girls Boys more freqOently judged selectiof^s humorous when 
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they were presented m a/structured situation ChildVeh in low socioeco. 
I nomu groups and -n the low and rruddle reading groups more often judged 
seiect'ons humorous when they were presented in a slfucrured situation 
than wher> they were presented m an unstructured situation Children m the 
h.gn .nieiiigence group more often judged excerpts humorous than did 
ch.idren .r^ middle or low .nlelhgenCG groups There'^wer^ f^w differences 
.n oreterer^ces for categor.es of^humor by sex, mielligence^ .«5)<;:ioeco^ 
nomtc and reading level groups " u ' ' 

120 Morgan. Betty M. An Investigation of Children s Books Containing 
Characters from Selected IVImonty Grpups Based on Specified Cri- 
tert a ^So uthern llimois University 1973 University Microfilm No 74- 

Materials usedWor i^e study were bpoks'of prose, published since World 
War II and involving these minorities African Americans, American In- 
. Jiaf>s Chinese Americans Japanese Americans. Mexican Americans, and 
Puerto Rican Americans A sixieeh-poml mabter guideline was constructed 
to anaty/e the books Characlenzatiori^f the Negro and the Indi-an ha^e 
ch.-ingfi(} yreally stnce World WarU/rhe n"umber of'bodks with minority 
peopu^ as the mam characters has increased rapidly m recent years 
However publtshers and libraries offer large numbers of titles for only two 
m.nonties Afncan Americans and American Indians Biographies of 
Outstanding leaders were available about African Americans. American In- 
dians, and Mexican Americans Books for Americans of Puerto Rican. " 
Chinese and Japanese descerii were entirely olftction A list of sources of 
materials ^or minority children Is included in the appendix of the disserta- 
tion - * 

2 1 Morris: Claire Elizabeth, A Study of the Differential Effectiveness of a Pte^ 
piafmed Seciuentiaiiy-Struclured-Approach and an Incidental Unstruc- 
tured-Approach upon the Appreciation of Literature of Sixth Grade 
Pup. IS l^niversity of Pennsylvania. 1970 University Microfilm No 70- 
22 876 203 pp 

Subiecis we#e forty sixth graders of three mental maturity levels (+ow. mid- 
dle and high} Students were randomly assigned to one of two groups for 
instruction Classes were taught using eUher the Preplanned Sequentially 
Structured Approach-or the Incidental Unstructured Approach to determine 
the differentia! effectiveness on the teaching of literature appreciation The 
effect of literature study on writing ability waV also explored Instruction for 
the Preplanned group consisted of 40 prose and 20 poetry periods during 
which the literature lessons provided for oral reading, discussion, and re- 
lated language activities cifisigned to foster appreciation The Incidental 
group did not follow a planned program Performance of the two groups 
wa& compared on the, basis of understanding, .attitudes toward prose and 
poetry, and interpretation Differences m writing ability were measured by 
nine sets of wntmg samples Results indicated that pupils of high in- 
telligence interpret literature on a significantly higher level and evidence 
greater wntmg proficiency than pupils of middle or low intelligence regard- 
less of the teaching method ^ Y 
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1J2 Napier. Georgia Pierce. A Study the North American Indian Character 
.n rweriiy Selected ChiFfjren s Books University of Arkansas. 1970 
Un vors.ly Ma:rL)tiim Na 70 26-232 J2'6pp 
'^TAeniy DooKs, copyrighted between 1931 and 1966 and with historical set- 
tings ranging from the 1 7Q0^ to post-World War II. were studje,d Fifteen 
injian tribes were represented The 35 Indian characters m the bqoks were 
anaiy.'ed m terms of'l) the North American Indian characters physical 
Jescript«on taken by age se;<. and general description 2) the character s 
language analyzed by fluency and grammaticahty and 3) the character s 
status as to family or group affiliation talents or skills and community reac- 
!.on to the- character The North American Indian character sVill appears \h 
^^.uirens i-terature but the traditional stereotype is not persisting The 
Nv)rth Af7^f>rican Indian character is seldom shown in^coniemporary circum- 
stances however his physical description character is attractive and the 
language u^ed is fluent and grammatical The status of the North American 
iMviian ^rharacter is judged acceptable bV the author 

UM Noble. Judith Ann. The Home the Church, and the School as Portrayed in 
A^1^>fican Realistic Fict.on (or Children 1965-1969 ' Michigan State 
lim.ers ly 1971 Umverstiy Microt'ilm No 31 271 320pp 
One hunjrtuJ twenty *!ve realtstic tiction books were randomly selected 
" Uorv. recorri^encJetl lists of books published between 1965 and 1969 and 
■n.i ^;ated as bemg of interest to children aged, nine to fourteen Content 
- assessment was used to' analyze the books on the basis of importance of 
LifTiiiy jnd'famiiy Structure importance of religion £#id religious education, 
l'T1nvJ^^'ln( e of education and development of personal responsibili^ty The 
tam4h^>s presented in the books were primarily middle qiass Caucasians 
Att.t ujes toward farriiiy and family structure were primarily positive and im- 
Portan.; e of ta'-P'ty structure were primarily positive and importance of 
ta^^iiiv was stressed repeatedly However, there was a strikingly negative 
attitude displayed toward steptamilies and stepparents A paucity of ma- 
terial aoout religion or religious activities was found with Christmas 
seldom mentioned With a religious connotation More Jewish observances 
were described than any other faith School or education was mentioned in 

\ approximately three-fourths of the books of the study but the attitudes 
P'-esented .were predominantly negative Schools and teachers appeared 
to be very stereotyped, expecially .the descriptions of'characteristics of 
teachers The children m the books analyzed usually displayed accep- 
tance of responsibility commensurate with their maturity level 

124 Packer, Athol B. A St^jdy of Factors Involved in the Selection of Free 
Reading Materials by Fourth Graders " University of Kansas. 1967 
U-niversily Microfilm No 68-6^34 
Subjects were 44 fourth graders A large majority of children selected li- 
brary books^above thetr independent reading level Self-concept level did 
not appear to affect a child's ability to select books he could easU^ad. 
Pupils dfd not select more books from interest Categories chosen by 
persons they preferred on the sociometnc test than from other categories. 



ERIC 



57 

58 



though (he interest type of books and the influence of friends are two of the 
ma,or factors pupils s<ate as reasoflf^or selection of books 

'25 Pellola. Bette Jean. 'A Study of the Indicated tll^tarV Choices and 
^asured Literary Knowledge of Fourth and ax/orade ^oys a d 
G,^s^^Un,versityof|^innesota. 1965 University-adofilm No 66-8920. 

!Srn' and SIX grade children ,n a m,d- 

western suburban community Each child named his or her favorite book 

sample o 823 children was draw^from the population used in the readina 

* bookfhP . ; °' '"^"^^'^^ of th rt e:gh' 

books he or she had read and answered a test which contained four ques 

book f t°he '''' '° knowledge o a 

book If the book had been read and at l^^ree test questions were 
answered correctly Children responding to the first pa' o he study 
named ^ore than 900 different identifiable juvenile trade books o ser lsm 

erences ,n type of favonte character chosen Boys named animal char 
acters second most frequently and female characters least frequent, J as 

c idVn ,n ZZ' T "^"^^ Characters Mor 

~,nrT\ ^^"^^^ "^""^^ 'han named make-believe 

.tones More children ,n both grades named recommended books than 
named not recommended books but significantly more fourth grade 
children ,han si.th grade children named recommended book Analysis of 
^ead.ng patterns indicated a trend for r.ore fourth grade ch^dre w°o 

b ok^ "nd 7"''' " ''^ "^^'"9 ^'^V to kn w cerTa 

books and for more sixth grade children who chose not recommended 
books ,0 know certain books There was much individuality in "he rec Ja 
tior^al reading of the children Results^of the study indicated tha t grZs of ' 

,r^m T . ' °' '^P^^ °* ^^ga^dless of the type of Eook 

from which a favorite Character had been Chosen 

Gra°de°R°''°" h'^"''' "^'^ °' '"^'''^ Selected by Second 
Powa ,97run ^TJ University of 

lowa 1971 University IVIicrofilm No 72-8307 200 pp 

The population consisted of 745 second graJTB students, 374 boys and 371 " 
g^rls Data were collected from library circulation records and from per 
sonai .nterviews Questions cor^sidered were which titles and subjects 
were most frequently selected, the quality of the books, how many o the 
books were completely read, partially read, or not read at all why the 

"'^M "'^^ °' and what techniques 

used by autfrors and illustrators were most popular. Both boys and q'rl 
were more mterested in fanciful stones than m realistic stories Boys we e ^ 
very intere^m informational books but girls showed little fnte esUn 
them The three subjects most frequently selected by boys and g rl we e 
modein" 'n ' f-^ about animals, fanciful humorous stones and 
modern fantasy stones about people There was almost no relationship 
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t>etween the subjects most frequently selected and the availability o( the 
subjects m the libraries The quality of the books chosen was acceptable 
but noJ very high Girls read larger portions of \he returned booksOtian boys 
but both read completely more than half the number of books returned 
Both boys and girls reported that the mam reasons they selected anh liked 
a book had to do with lis Subject and illustrations 

,127 Peterson. Sue Ann Woestehofl^t Attitudes of Children toward Literary 
Characters Who Speak Regional Dialects of America^ English." 
University of Minnesota. 1970 University Microfilm No 70-15.789 

Subjects were 720 Sixth grade students, including all sixth graders in a 
middle-class suburban school system except those who were below grade 
four m reading level Passages from three childrefi's books written in non- 
• standard dialect were selected Books used were"T/?e Yearling, H/e/o the 
Hunters, and The Bhnd Colt The experimental group read the passages as 
ortginaiiy written m dialect The dialects were a backwoods Florida dialect, 
a dialect Uom northwest Kentucky an6^ western cOwboy dialect. Control 
group Subjects read adaptations of the three passages written ^o contain 
conversation spokeri tn standard school reader"''English familiar to the 
subjects Students reading the nonstandard dialect passages reacted 
generally m a neutral to mildly positive^manner to the majn character. 
Stydents reading the standard English version gave more positive 
responses to characters than students reading the dialect version There 
was a signtftcant difference' between mean attitude scores o< control and 
expenmontat groups for each of the three excerpts The character in the 
story With the heaviest dialect. The Yearling] received the lowest rating 
from the experimental group The western character received the highest 
rating from both groups The mean attitude score of all girls was 
Significantly higher than the mean score for all boys In response to The 
Yearling girls m the experimental group responded to the mam character 
more favorably than boys, and boys in the control group responded more 
favorably than girls m the control group The control group had a sig- 
nificantly higher mean comprehension score than the exp'^rimental group. 

128 Petitt. Dorothy Jeanette. A Study of the Qualities of Literary Excellence 
which Characterize Selected Fiction' for Younger Adolescent^" Uni- 
versity of Mirlnesota, 1961 University Microfilm No 63-4358. 380 pp. 

The purposes were to establish valid literary criteria for judging fiction for 
younger adolescents Expert teachers and librarians across the United 
States were asked to judge a list d^Vbooks for younger adolescents. Thirty- 
three works of fiction were *j*5tfg^^Jto have some potentially strong literary 
qualities To establish literary cntferjia for evaluating the works, the writer 
generalized characteristics of criticism of the novel as a literary form and 
translated them into a series of questions On the basis'of the evaluations, 
the books were grouped into three categories; G3:oup I. fiterature. contained 
Sixteen titles. Group II. marginal, contained eleven; and Group III. non- 
literature, contained Six One Significant conclusion was that fiction'^ritten 
especially for younger adolescents or read widely by them can exist as 
literature and therefore can be judged by literarystandards^ 
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129 Pfau, Donald Wright. An Investigation of the Effects of Planned Recrea- 

tional -Readmg Programs m First and Second Grade ' State University 
of New, York at Buffalo, 1966 University Microfilm No 66-13 086 
223 pp , • . 

Five first and second grade experimental classrooms were equipped with 
one-hundred controlled vocabujary trade books In addition to the period of 
basal reading approximately forty mmutes daily were^set aside for free- 
reading Qf the materials and for activities which encouraged written, oral, 
and creative involvement with the' materials read Five similar control 
groups pursued the program of basal reading typical of each teacher's 
usual pattern of instruction The experimental gr6up was significantly su^e- 
nor to the control group on a test of interest in reading The experimental 
group was alsc siggificanlly superior on vocabulary measures On other 
achievement va\abies there was either no difference between groups or a 
significant tnleracjlion effect was found No differences between groii(^ 
was found for me^n length of oral sentences, however, the mean lengUT^of 
written sentence/ was significantly greater for the experimental group than 
' for the control group 

130 Pool. Jane. The Selection of Science Books for Elementary School Li- 

braries An Analysis of Selection from National Selection Sources and 
^rom a Local Buying List ■ University of Illinois. Urbana. 1972 
University Microfilm No 73-1 7.366 283 pp 
The study was earned out in twelve elementary school libraries. Six in Dis- 
{f'Ct I used traditional book reviewing aids and selection sources and the . 
other SIX (District 11} used an annual buying, list, compiled by district per- 
sonnel and an accompanying exhibit No significant differences were 
^ound between the selection criteria, average number of selection aid^s per 
selector ar/id average number of selection activities reported per selector 
in the two^school districts A high correlation existed bfetween the ranks 
assigned library activities by librarians in the'twelve schools. With the ex- 
ception of the recency of collections and the holdih^ of titles recom- 
mended m fourth grade science texfbooks and curriculum guides, the dif- 
ferences between the districts were slight On the average, slightly more» 
than 50 percent of the holdings of the twelve libraries were listed on a 
quality checklist composed of titles from basic selection list^, Data indi- 
cated that 1) the collections Were, on the average, one year more recent in 
District II libraries 2) titles in 1969 orders were more recent in District II 
orders and 3) books were available four months sooner, on the average, in 
District I libraries The data did not support the hypothesis that as selection 
procedures for elementary schooMibraries become less centralized and 
standardized the quality of collections improves because librarians and 
^•eachers are more actively involved in selection, i 

131 Porter. Edith Jane. "The Effect of a Program of Reading Aloud to Middle 
Grade Children m the Inner Ctty." Ohio State, 1969. University 
Microfilm No 70-14, 084. 270 pp 

Subject^ were elementary students from 42 classrooms in six innercity 
schools Twenty-one classrooms in the experimental group were r^ad to by 
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high school juniors Iwice a week for .20 weeks from a selected book list The 
21 tiigh school readers attended a weekly seminar on campus to prepare 
them to use prose and poetry effectively High school readefc were given a 
diagnostic reading test before and after their classroom reading and they 
completed an attitude scale at the close of the project Middle grade 
children m the experimental group increased in reading achievement and • 
interest m reading with more statisticall%significant scores made by fourth 
than by fifth or sixth graders Differences'between experimental and control 
groups were greater m comprehension and total reading than in vocabu- 
lary When' the groups were compared, differences were consistently 
greater fbr boys scores than for girls' scores Male readers were more 
influential than female readers in areas of reading achievement and 
interest m reading ' Girls were generally m.ore responsive to both male and 
female readers The high school readers increased in rearimn achievement 
and m positive self-concept 

132 Powell. Annelle. A Study of the Georgia Children's Book Award Program 

as a Factor m Influencing Attitude Toward Reading. Reading Achieve- 
ment and the Amount of Reading of Fourth. Fifth, and Sixth Grade 
Students, University of Georgia 1972 University Microfilm No 73- 
5764 227 pp ' ' ' - 
Tne sarTvoie made up of students from three Georgia schools participating 
for the ftrs^ time m tne Third Annual Book Award Program (termed the ex- 
perimental group) and students ^from three Georgia schools which had 
never participated in the Program (termed the control group), consisted of 
fourth fift^.i acid sixth grade students The Georgia Children's. Book Award 
Program provides an oppor-tunity for students 'in grades four through eight 
to read from ^ llsp>l^^twenty nominated books of fiction and to vote for tl\e 
nominee of tneir choice Treatment was determined by whelher or not the 
school had volunteered to participate tn the' program. Experimental and 
control groups did not differ significantly on measures of attitude toward 
reading and reading achievement The experimental group read sig- 
nificantly more books than the control group when books completed were 
considered Rural experimental subjects read more books partially and 
more books completely than .rural control subjects; and innercity control 
subjects read more than innercity experimental subjects. Females read 
significantly more than males and rural subjects more than innercity sub- 
fects Sixth grade students read the most books partially, while fourth grade 
students completed the most books. Fifth grade students read the fewest 
books Rural subjects on each grade level read more than innercity sub- 
jects on those levels In both experimental anci control groups, attitude 
toward reading became significantly more negative during the school year. 

133 Preska, Margaret Robinson. 'Humanness in Soviet Children's Literature." 

Claremont Graduate School and University Center. 1969. University 

Microfilm No 70-9833 192 pp 'v 
The purpose was to analyze humanness in conteViporary Soviet storybooks 
for preschoolers Humanness appeared as an ejssential aspect of Spviet 
storybooks The education of the heart, an ability4o empathize, and aspira- 
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tions for a good life were the elements of humanness receiving the most 
emphasis. Kindness' cruelty, wisdom.' ignorance, imagination, humor, jus- 
tice., wit. trickery.^compassion. sudden violence, security, and love were 
clearly, but subtly, pictured Hate, sustained violence, and mournful degra- 
. ^dation were lacking Di-dacticism was missing, inplividuality and unique- 
Tiess generally were praised, especially when they permitted creative 
¥re^ponses to .threatening environmental . conditions. Cooperativeness. 
wher^reserfl. was also praised 

134 Raftery. Sister Francis. "The "Effect of a Quality Literature Program. 
'p.>y_..CooiJu^^ed by Elementary Education Majors on 'the Reading Achieve- 
1 . ment pi Second Grade Students '* New- York University. 1974 
^ Univ^ri^ty Microfilm No 74-25.032. 161 pp. 

The study.j^^^mined three questions: Does the mode of presenting litera- 
^ ture caus^^ measureable increase in the reading achievement of second 
grade'chi&ren'? Does the type of literature presented cause- a measurable 
increase in the reading achievement of second grade children? Is there an 
interaction between the mode of presentation of the literature and the type " 
of literature used in causing a measurat^le increase in the reading achieve- 
ment of second grade children-? Results revealed that the second grade 
children in the treatment group using oral reading from quality literature 
made nonsignificant increases in the area/of reading achievement, Chil- 
dren who were read aloud to on a tnweekly basis made significant gains in^ 
reading achievement when compared to the students in the control group. 
However, the type of literature used apparently was not related to achieve- 
ment as measured by th|^etropolitan Achievement Test in Reading! 

135 Rearick. William D. "An Exploratory Study of Selected Responses of Sixth 
Graders to Personal Moral Responsibility as a Social Value in Short 
Stones University of Washington. 1969, University Microfilm No 70- 
8493 

Subjects were sixth grade children who scored above grade 4.7 on reading 
as measured by the Metro politan Achievem ent Battery, Subjects read four 
short stories, which were^selected so that two characters in each story 
depicted personal moral^responsibility by positive, negative, or a change 
from negative to positive behavior. A significant (.05) percent of boys and 
girls Identified a lesson in the behavior of a character. The percent of boys 
and girls who;^^w the same lesson as did adult judges was approximately 
the same percent that saw a different lesson. A significant (.05) percent of 
boys and girls supported personal moral responsibility as depicted by ac- 
tions of story characters 

1.36 Reinstein. Phyllis Gila. "Alice in Context: A Study of Children's Literature 
and the Dominant Culture in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries." 
Yale University, 1972 University Microfilm No, 73-16. 383. 229 pp. 
The study traces the development of juvenile literature from its inception in 
the late eighteenth century to the publication oi Alice in Wonderland and 
Through the Looking Glass. Three classic novels were chosen for analy- 
sis because they represent subdivisions of children's literature, contain 
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themes and techniques significant m the evolution of writing for children. - 
and are relevant to the Ahce books They are Thomas Day's The History of 
Sandford and Merton ( 1 783-89). Catherine Sinclair's Holiday House ( 1 839). 
and Frederick N/arryat s Masterman Ready (1841) All three reflect the 
romantic attitude towards children which existed in Victorian popular cul- 
ture Finally, the two Ahce books are analyzed with regard to the question, 
Is a young person a child or a miniature adulf^ ^, ' * 

137 Roberts. Mary Marjorle Southard. "Understanding of Allusions Pos- 

sessed by Ninth Grade Students " University of Missouri at- Columbia, 
- 1967 University (yiicrofiim No 68-3648 101 pp. 

The subjects, 270 ninth grade students, were tested to determine how well 
they comprehended the meanings of allusions in their required reading 
materials Results were compared with'other objective data from-school 
records to discern the extent to which the factors of sex. scholastic ap- 
titude reading achievement, and total grade-point average were related to 
the understanding of allusions Approximately one-half of the allusions 
used in these materials could" be identified correctly by ninth grade 
studems No perceptible difference was apparent between boys and girls 
m their ability to attach meaning to allustons. Knowledge of ninth grade 
. students about literary allusions was closely related to level of achieve- 
ment m reading as well as scholastic aptitude and scholastic achievement. 

138 Roderick. Jessie Alice. -Some Relations between Creativity and the 

Reading Preferences and Choices qf a Group of Sixth Graders." 

Temple University, 1967 University Microfilm No. 67-11.434. 264 pp. 
Subjects were 100 "sixth graders, divided into high, middle, and low crea- 
tive groups on the basis of the Minnesota Tests of Creative Thinking, Each 
subject was made a member of a book club and. during a three-month pe^ 
nod read from a list of thirty titles Twenty-five of the titles had been 
selected from books which children's librarians nominated as popular with 
sixth graders and five were chosen from among the best juvenile books of 
1964 based on the New York Times Book Review. The students indicated 
their reactions to books m a log and each of the thirty titles was rated by a 
- panel of authorities m children's literature in terms of the book's appeal to 
the most or' [east creative child Conterit analysis of responses revealed 
that the children commented more on factors relating to the literary 
oomponents and format while the judges spoke more of character, reader 
involvement, and external influences High creatives commented more 
frequently about reader involvement and literary components and format 
than did the low The high and the middle creatives liked and read more 
books than did the low creatives. Generally, differences in preferences for 
types'of literature appeared to be related to sex but not to creativity. To 
some extent, book preferences of children tended to agree with authorities- 
predictions 

139 Row, Barbara Henderson. "Reading Interests of Elementary School Pupils 
in Selected Schools m Muscogee County. Georgia." Auburn University/ 
1968 University Microfilm No. 68-6202. 170 pp. 
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education, and preparation for teaching children's literature. There was a 
significant relationship between the teacher's 'score on the promotional 
practice-checklist and the mean number ai books read by pupils. 



\ 142 Schulte, Emerita Schroer. "The Independent Reading Interests of 
Children in Grades Four. Five, and Six." Ohio State. 1967. University 
MicrofjImNo 68-3063^ 

Elementary schools in Delaware. Florida. Ohio, and Texas were chosen by" 
random 'sampling The sample numbered about 6.5.00 childrep and 250 
teachers Independent reading interests were Identified from children's 
responses to an inventory composed of fictitious annotated titles covering 
liction and nonfiction topics Childrenrand their teachers completed ques- 
tionnaires concerning availability . and use of school library faci lit ies^^ 
public Ifbrary facilities, instructional reading approach predominant ic^he 
classroom and residential group membership of the children. The rank 
orcjer of children's, independent readfng interests was: realistic fiction, fan; 
ciful tales, historical fiction, biography, history. recreationaJ interests, 
science and health, poetry, and socijfil studies. There was an apparent 
'decrease m independent reading interests from grades four to six. Boys 
^ were more in^terested in stories' of action and adventure; girls in stories 
.concerned with personal relations and problems. Independent reading 
interests were strongest for ruraf^children and lowest for suburban children, * 
perhaps reflecting differences in opportunities to participate in other- 
activities The instructional reading approach predominant in- 1 lie class- 
room seemed to have little effect on independent' reading interests. ' 
Children who had available centralized libraries ^were significantly mOre 
interested m reading independently than were children who had room li- 
braries only The're was a significant relationship between high reading 
interest and high frequency .of use of school library facilities but no 
identifiable pattern between children's independent reading interests and 
frequency of use of public library facilities. 

143 Seltzer, Mildred N. "Changing Concept of and Attitude toward the Old as 
Found in Children's Literature. 1870-1960." Miami University, 1969* 
University Microfjlrri No. 71-4218. 251 pp. ■ 

Children's literature, from four time periods following >^;he Civil War was 
studied to note description and meanings of. significant old and young 
characters and their activities, and attitudes toward t'he^old or stereotypes 
'about the young. Methodology included frequency'count. modified content 
analysis, ariid a serYiantic differential. There was a decrease in^-elative fre- 
quency of /'old." references over time. Descriptions of old and young 
characters differed significantly, but* not consistently, within some time 
periods and over time. Descriptions associated wilji young and old differed 
^ \, frona one another over timeand within specific time periods. 

144. Shaw, Jean Duncan. "An fHistorical Survey of Themes Recurrent in 

Selected'^ChiWrea's Books Published in America Since 1850." Temple 
University. 1966. University Microfilm No. 67-11.437. 

. Major themes in children's books published during the period from 1850- 
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1964 were categorized and events which might be consrSered as his- 
- toncal. social, or economic milestones during that period were identified. 
Themes from books and from historical events were compared to note con- 
gruence Results indicated that a relationship existed betweeh social, 
cultural, and economic influences and various story themes. "Search for 
Values" was popuiar during the 'periods 1850-1865, 1914-1919. and from 
1936 to 19^4^"Problems of Growing Up" was a popular theme from 1865- 
1905 and agaTn-^uring the earl^ 1930s and after World War II. Books about 
Travel and Understanding People in Foreign Lands were most popular from 
1918 until the early depression years. Lives of Heroes stories dominated 
pre-World War I years and remained strong until late in the 1950s. Fun ^nd. 
' Fairy Tales reflected periods of'prosperity. reaching popularity^ p6aks 
around 1910. from 1917-1929. and from the 195as to 1964. The Urge to 
Know was a popular theme around the turn of the ceptury and again during 
World War 11- . ' ^ 

145 Shirley. Fehl. "The Influence of Reading dn Concepts, Attitudes, and Be- 

havior of Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth Grade Students." University of 
Arizona. 19'66 Uni^e.rsityMicrofilm No. 66-10,21 1.238 pp. 
A modified. foFm of the critical incident technique was used with 420 tenth, 
eleventh, and twelfth graders to investigate influence of books on corv 
cepts. attitudes', and behavior of adolesqents. Information was obtained 
about 'influences from voluntary and assigned reac;|Lng.of fiction and 
nonttction Adolescents were able to'report influences oT books on their 
concepts, attitudes, and behavior. In order of frequency mentioned, areas 
of their lives which were influenced were: self image, philosophy of life,' 
cultural groups, social problems, sensitivity to people, political science, 
and miscellaneous Students tended to report higher totals of influences 
from voluntary reading than from specifically assigned re^ading. There was 
no Significant difference in the number of influences reported from fiction 
and ntsnfiction More intelligent students and better readers reported 
higher totals of influences. Younger students in lower, grades tended to 
• report higher totals of influences. Seven dimensions of self-involvement 
were identified from analysis of reported influences: the indifferent, the ob- 
server, the partial participator, the intense participator, the self-image 
synthesizer, and the decision maker, 

146 Shohet, Richard Matther, "Functions of Voice in Children's Literature." 

Harvard University, 1971 University Microfilm No. 72-297. ' * 
In his discussion, the writer states that the notion of voice as^ narrative ele- 
ment seems to have grown out of the notion of point of view in fiction. There 
have been few attempts io apply literary criticism to books written for 
children and almost no attention givfen to use of authorial personality. It 
V might be noted that, in Beatrix Potter's books, the storyteller funliiions 
^ mainly to convince the reader to suspend disbelief. This is often attempted 
by first-person "intrusions" into the third-person narrative. The storyteller 
urges the reader to consider the chance that the events and characters 
might have occurred Such a "subjunctive" representation of reality 
characterizes Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame and Wmnie-the'^ 




Pooh by A A Milne as well^s, most of Potter's books. It is evident in books 
such as Charlotte's Web and The Trumpet of the Swan by E B White and 
Wind in the Willom th^t tjie storyteller is the sophisticate demonstrating to 
the rustic (the child reader who has not grown up) that. childhood is bear- 
able and even worthy of sentimental nostalgia. 

147, Sieger, Frederick Joseph. "Junior High School Literature Series Meeting 

. Specific Educational Objectives." Hofstra University, 1971 University 
MicrofilmNo. 71-31,135. 205 pp. . 

Participants were ttie investigator, three judges, and two ninth, grade 
classes of average ability. The study attempted to determine whether the 
students were capable of apprehending basic concepts, as a sense'of 
responsibility, from literature selections. Findings suggested that literature 
has recognized educational values subject to evaluation by professional 
judges and ninth grade students of average ability using specific criteria 
Students indicated that the structured approach helped them to understand 
the organization of the story and that the need to arrive at a specific deci- 
sion caused more serious ghought on their part. The judges and teachers 
who used the criteria in other classroom situations suggested that it would • 
be Wise to discuss with students any difference of opinion existing between 
teacher and stjjdent and between student and student. . . ► 

148 .Sirarrions, Gertrude Langford. "A Study of the Influence of Social Status 
.and Race on the Reading Interests of Sixth Grade Pupils in Leon 
County, Florida." Florida State University, 1967. University Microfilm 
No 68-7799 127 pp. 

There were tweoty-five sixth grade subjects in each of four groups' lower- 
class black, lower-class white, n^iddle-class white, and middle-class 
■0 lack, Reading interests were determined with a questionnaire consisting 
of titles and brief annotations of 21 pairs of children's books representing 
seven interest areas: everyday life and family stories; mystery and adven- 
ture^history and biography: other peoples and other lands; nature, animals ' 
and plants; science and invention; and folktales, fairytales, and fantasy 
Lower-class whites expressed stronger, likes and dislikes than any other 
group and lower-class black children sfiowed the^reatest diversity of 
, ■ mterests,'For all groups, science'^nd invention h.ad least appeal and fo^k- 
tales. fairytales, and fantasy had most appeal, All groups preferred fiction 
above nonf iction. Race accounted for.more differences than social class. 

49 Sirola, Beverley S. "The Effect of a Planned Literature Program of Daily 
Oral Reading by the Teacher on the Voluntary Reading of Fifth Grade 
Children." New York University, 1971. University Microfilm No. 71-28 
560. •156 pp. . ' 

The subjects were 275 fifth graders in the Union, New Jersey, elementary 
schools. Six classrooms were assigned as experimental classes and six as 
. control classes. The students in the experimental classes were given a 
daily literature program in addition to their usual reading program The 
literature program was a 20-30 minute|Oral reading by the teacher. The six 
control classes were given the usua( reading ptogram. All classes had 
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identical classroom libraries of 50 books each The Ohio State University 
Critical Reading Test was gs-very as a pretest and posttest measure of read- 
ing skill The quantity of books read was directly related to students initial 
sK:ils On the) quality variable students with low initial skills did as well as 
st.Al^^nts W'tn htgr; initial skills Students in the middle quartile did not 
SL\)rH as Aeii Qfris scored higher than boys on both quality and quantity 
G ris tn the experimental group read more selected and recommended 
books than girls in the control group There w^s not as great a difference for 
6^ Experimental students with high initial skill read more quality books ^ 
than iVii the high initial skill control subjects The findings indicated that a 
P;'<}pped f.terature program of oral reading by teachers can affect quantity 
q.rai'fy of vol'jfM.arv reading 

*150 Sizemore. Robert Alexander. The Readuig Interests and Preferences of 
Devates mNj^entai Abihty and Educational Attainment m the Seventh 
and Eighth Grades ♦ Northwestern University, 1962 University 
' MicrotitmNo 63-1369 418 pp 

Book newspaper magazine and comic book prefererices of seventh and 
•■»ighth grade students were investigated by questionnaire In analyzing 
aorj (nterpretmg responses according to comprehensjon and intelligence, 
-groups were formed for each sex and grade based upon scores obtained' 
^'o'v the Iowa Test of Basic Skills and Ihe S«tence Research Associates 
[►^st ot Pr '^lary Mental Abilities Results of tfie investigation were con- 
sttnu A.th th()se rtuKKted in studies of unselected groups of »junior 
hign [u.ipiis Although stiidenis gave an hour each day to reading, they 
g;ive several hours daily to television Televiewing, including movies, and 
listening to the radio were*oreterred to readinp Sex differences were im- 
-^portant in determtntng reading preferences Boys read a variety of ma- 
» . tenais both fiction and nonfictioh Girls preferred fiction, particularly 
fiction'mvolving romance The most popular titles preferrj^d by both boys 
^ • and girls were senes books Most pupils read the newspaper^^?ttl certain 
uoDular magc^'ines The most popular parts of the newspaper were the 
cornic strips -spcJrls, news and lovelorn columns Differences m interests 
• * and act'vittes generally were greater between good and poor readers than 
between bright and dull pupil's The bett^ 'readers ^nd brighter pupils 
reported greater interest in reading as a leisure activity 

151- S1^3^. Glenna Davis. The Practice of Literary Criticism in the^lem^entary- 
School as Informed by the Literary and Educational Theory of IMo^rthrop" 
Frye Columbia University. 1972 Unive*<yi^Microfilm No » 72-23.716. 

. . 311 PD • - . ^ O 

The study contends tha\ the study oiltterature as literature is rare in the ele- 
mentary, school and th^t the role of literat-tiire ts generally interpreted ac- 

*cording to its usefulness for achieving utilitarian' ends The study then 
describes Frye s theory the nature of literature as a whole." the central role 

,of literature m de\^elgping literacy, and the social value of literary studies. ' 
The study then makes some proposals for application of Frye's theory in the 
Elementary school ttterature program vyith special a.ttentian to aspects of . 

erJc . 
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• '52 Small, Robert Coleman, jr An An., 

^-- Novels w„, Ma,or Neg^rc^Lre^'n^''"" °' ^'^^'V Read 

* was exam.ned by means o a 's, o, r ""^"^ °' ^'^^V Literary puall 
■ s,ve rev,ew of cr.„cal wr„ng; abou .'L'''^^'-^^^^''^^^ based on an e^Je ' 
; f^'ed on a scale of 1 tn r "o^el - Novels were evaliiaroH o-^^ 

-'ty p,o, Character zahon n' '"'^^ headings dehm 

;^^on re.ea.ed that Qu:,;::r;e°d^rorerc:iS;:^' ^'V'^ ^^---a- 
J^e consistently excellent If a oeL ' I °' 'he novels 

Un,vors,ty M,crof„rT>{^o 73-25 143 249 pp University. 1973 

, ■ '^''^''^s .K-^rhang^ng'Sns IrndT"^""' '"^^^^^ ^^^''ties. to discern 
out as the L r.n Ar^l ''^"'""''^'"''-^"ceoNhe b^^^^^^^^ 
--^■ed^,h.u ^ooKs o'i hi'stor.l: ; a^'dTT'^ '"^^^'^^ 
'ind. prodommateri ,n the earlv ril h ^howmg^hfe ,n oth«r 

o-r. .ea.,st,c f.ction set with " e y ^S.at' n P^^--- 
""gs became more functiomi -.nn ^'^^ O^er the fifty years ^p. 

. character„a„on and theme y ^'^f;^^ - — sed emSs " \ 
. , '^equentiy ,n recent years and TS.n K?"' P^°'a9on,sts more ^ 

--turoustothepsycho^og ca yVo ,e;'''''' from the e.ternallyT" 
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'Hierest categories were tahni^^toH ^ weeks by the ^udpnfQ 

'■'f '^^'^'ded in .-preliminary tro,r.' '°^^^'^9-'es'of " 
consisting of 80 annotated titles repre phi l"""^^ ""^^ '"^^^'o^V (ATI) 
gories The final form of the ATI LT.h ^"^ 'action and nonfiction cate 
e en^ntary schools Girls reld To e o^^.Tt'^nr^" ^^^'^^'^ 
(^03 versus nonaction (4,53) and boys cho ' nnn< ^''^ "c"on 
f225) The contemporary mie based on ^ nonfiction (244) versus fiction 
Popu,^r.onf,c„on „„e L both boys andr^ ^-9--^. was the mos . 
the pnD^dural steps used to des.on thP n^ ' ' ^^'ho^concluded that ' ' 
-e wi,h\b,ects of o.irergrade lev'^l - be applicable fo 
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s,e.n. Ruth Meverson. . --^:-^f-:sz^::::::x:c:^ 

prepared serv.ng as a statement ° °^'^^'J^^'^J t,ooks, and spe- 
areas books compnsmg ^'''^'''''^'^'^^'^^^ 

n studying children s literature m another Country 



, 56 Strickland, Dorothy Sa..ey. T.e ^-cts o, a S^^^^^^^^^^^^ L-a.re Program on 
•:rg°:t^C= rtrrsi'ttT.?. Un.ersity .crotilm 

Su.'::.IirJh',drrnrLomly selected tr^^^^ ' 
,n ,wo lower socoeconomic areas^ At the end of he udy. 
c.udren in the experimental group and 49 chi d^en^^ 

Each Classroom was ^'ZT^'eT^H^ea^^^^^ ' 
dorsed by authorities m the field Al e^che^^^^ additional fram- 

,0 Children s literature Experimental 'e^^^^^;;,^J^^^J'37^ ,3,3 g,,en hand- 
• ,ng m speciUc techniques for ^eadm^a o^d A '^^^^^^^^^ 9^^, ^ p^^. 
. '• books with suggestions for types o a»s t^^^^^^ ^s administered to all 
and posttest for determining language p oliciency ^dTninistered 
. students arjd The New York City ^^^^^f '"^^'^'g^'^^lest scores as a 

, ■ — J.=ra^..'^:--e--- 
Third Graders toward Eskimos^ Universiiy _ 
university Microfilm No 68-7058 94 pp h ,n P.nPri- 

mental and control groups Most were Caucasi^ constructed and 

test the attitudes of third f ^a , ^Lps as a posttest. 

^ administered to four groups as l^'^'^l^^f ^^^^Ja and prepared in 
Stories and articles 
y mimeographed form for use m ^^^^'1''^'^^^^^'°^^^^ The results indi- 



tjve attitude m children in such.a way that they will be able to resist unfavor- 
able intormdtion 



158 Taylor. M lone. A Study of Biography as a Literary Form for Children ' In- 

diana University 1970 University Microfilm No 71-11.353 t19pp 
The writer assembled a list of charajctenstics of writing for children, re- 
viewed the growth of biography as a literary form, and noted the difference 
between biography wntlen for the child audience and that intended for 
adults Qualities were found rn award winning biographies that made them 
distinguished as Jiterature for children Didacticism was gradually 
eliminated as appeal to children's imagination, realism, and humor found a 
priace in writing for children Juvenile biographies must primarily be 
mterestmy have characters with whom children can identify, be developed 
around a rather simple plot possess authenticity, realism and humor, and 
plainly exhibit values of right and wrong Writers? of children's literature 
•ntend to form attitudes are careful to use appropriate style, and employ 
* Significant themes and convincing characterization 

159 Thompson. Richar<j Frank. The Effects of Explanation and Practice m In- 

terpreting Literary Devices on Ninth Grade Students' Ability to interpret 
Literature University of Virginia, 1972 University Microfilm No 72- 
23 451 107 pp 

A sample of seventy-two nmth grade students was chosen randomly from 
tour classes On the basis of pretest s^jj&r^on ' Ability to Interpret Literary 
Materials students were ranked, matched, assigned to an ability level, 
and randomly assigned to the experimental or control group Two teachers 
and the experimenter taught a class of experimental students and the con- 
trol class for six weeks Control instruction consisted of class discussions 
on themes common to nine short stones and one novel The experimental 
method involved control instruction plus explanation and writing practice 
exercises m interpreting the literary devices ot plot, character, theme.* 
.figurative language and tone Students in both groups read the same ma- 
terial To determine the effectiveness of the experimental instruction, the 
posttest scores were compared for the two groups Students in the experi- 
mental group (Jld not interpret literature significantly better th^ students 
who were m the control group It was found that the superior teacher had 
more effect on improving ability to interpret literature than either of the 
instructitDnal methods smce students in her instructional groups 
iQnificantiy outscfored others no .matter which instructional method she 
used 



160 Tom, Chow Loy. What Teacher;B Read to Pupils in the Middle Grades-. *' 
Ohio State) University. 1Qg9 University Microfilm No 69-15 971 

305pp y * ^ 

Questionnaires were sent to 1.020teachers in five states. Results indicated 
that a large proportion of teachers value reading aloud to their pupils. The 
prose and poetry choices of men and women teachers vary Ijttle. More 
fiction than nonfiction is read aloud and the fiction read is of higher quality* 
Reading choices depend on what is easily available jn textbooks and the 



.school library The author concluded that teachers need to know mor^ 
about children s books and poetry especially contemporary materials 

161 Toothaker, Roy Eugene. Rhetorical Devices m Literature lor Children " 

University ot Arkansas 1970 University Microfilm No 70-17.177 
115pp • . 

The purpose of the study vvas to determine the incide^nce. extent, order, and 
character of 18 rhetorical devices occurring in lOO trade books for primary 
grade children The most frequent rhetorical devices and the total number 
of usts recorded for each device were alliteration. 1 .079! onorfiajtopoeia. 
4 500 arxtimesis 335. srmile, 261. personification. 321. and ellipsis. 219 

Devices of sound ranked first m frequency of use. devices of comparison, 
second devices of composition, third, devices 'of contrast, fourth, and 
devices of association, fifth IT was found that books are available on the 
primary grade level which can be used m classrooms to teach recognition 
an^appreCtation of certain devices and that even short passages written 
for young readers often use rhetorical devices which clarify a thought amd 
render prose more attractive . 

162 Trezise. Marilyn Joan. A Study of the Feasibility of Using Instructional 
, Modules in a Children s Literature Class Michigan State University. ' 

197? Untversity Microfilm No 72*30,055 167 pp 

The subjects were thirty-three undergraduate students from Michigan Sta-te 
University enrolled tn a three-mbnth children's literature course The course 
was developed on the assumptions that 1 ) individual differences would be 
accomrnodated .2) .multimedia approaches were appropriate and would 
provide for individual differences. 3) students would respond as indi- 
vjduais-to what they read and experienced, 4) students would be involved 
in evaluation procedures, and 5) student interaction would be important for ^ 
develof)ment of ideas Results indicated positive attitudes toward the use 
of modules, and the open classroom, approach It was concluded' that 
students acquired a ,substantial ambunt of factual, specific information 
about chii-dren s literature and that the combination of an open classroom 
and instructional module approach should be considered for instruction in 
children s ht^erature 

Troy. Alice Anne*. The Indian in Adolescent Literature, 1930-1940 vs 
1960-1970 University of Iowa. 197^ University MicTofilm No 73-13. 
" 6000 399^pp . * . 

Books representing the. 1930-19^0 publications were chosen from books 
recommended from more than five sources, Books representing tire 1960- 
1970 publications were chosen from books recommended -from at least 
three sources Analysis was baseij on the amount and kind of information ' 
about Anipr^ican Indians that could be gained by ^dolescents reading the 
books It^^s found that the 1960 books present Indians of the past as. 
frequently as the 1930 books and the stereotype of the American Indian has " 
remained relatively stablfe-over that period of time The majority of the 
novels present Indians ip dress, e'conomy. housing, and customs of a time 
other thanjhe contemporary period The present stereotypy of the Indian 
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rfoes not greatly reUect rho 

Ulibarn. Madeline Ruth ThP , 

• f-ch-g Taxonomy Tn aToZT ^^^^^V. and a 

'^•'8 CP University Microfilm No 71-9324 

7he study examines the sor,;,i,,„ 

9enerat.0n.1s acculturated c '°ol.''°''" ^^9^^^ ,0 how each 

^ow a particular role should be pS ' ' ^^'^ <=°"cepts as^o 

0 'm"'=^'^^'''=--'-'a:arent playe'd, moS y 

''^ °' '0:e Playing offered m theSry ^^--P'^'ely' 

^e^ey. Charles Ron^jld i . 

M,.:,o,„^N„ 72-17,693 38r„„ " ""'«»'s"y '970 Un,ve,s,lv 

l-^le work js rtirP/-fQ^ f 

'■'^e do to people^ What happens m fh! ^ ^o^k of litera- 

ciissions with isn , " "^^"^ nimds'? The riat^ ^ iiiera- 

work SfuJy of f.fty.four articles nampH n experience of a sinqle 

;'erary response Which proposes thaT "^'"'"""^ ^^^^ a theory of 
'f ^ O'^ce ,n comb,na„ons o?two a ou ^.'^r^''' '"'^"^"'^^^ -"^ verba'ar 
;s passive involved ,n the • woT of ,h '''"'''"^ 'he first, the readj 
'"^ages through what he thinks . .. V ""^'^^ "'^^'"9 its events and 
responds emotionally to t oilmen " '^^ °' PerspelZ He 

combinations of the serr^nn ^°'^^"^ent with a '■primary emotion Th 

^^cnve and change'r^sr er pornt^^f""^'"^^' '^^ -^^e^^ rmermor': 
point. of view Changes so Sn h ""^ °' ^''^ different wavrA! 

^'-surab.e secondar?7eerngs° ^^^^ become refi::^!^: 

Wagner, Ruth' Elaine Hoffman "An p 

P^9ram of Oral ReadinTo^Ch d eTsrt::tf ? °' '^^ ^"^'^ °' ^ 
Se f-Concept of Negro Fourth Grade r-h ih ^"9^°^= °n 'he 

nessee, ,971 University Microfilm No % '9^:04''"^ °' ' 
Subjects were 69 hi^ru ^" PP 

Peno^ental group, a tn'troT' r^^p^^^^^a^r 'T'' ^^-"V -o an ex- 
sess-ions of thirty minutes each fhP . ^ '^""'r"' 9roup Fpr 36\ 
'"-ature with blackcharacter T e pScp'r"''' ^'^^ -as expose" o ^ 

--Harris test at the end o? th^ pl^ t^p^^rbS score^ ^'h^ 
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same group were significantly higher on Children's Self-Concept 
Constructs Test on items dealing with vertical esteem, horizontal esteem, 
and identification with mother and friends All groups on posttest showed 
less complexity, individuation, and identification with the teacher at the • 
end of the experimental period and greater identification with father. 
Children in the experimental group used brown less frequently as skin 
color in self-drawings at the end of the experimental period than on the first 
drawings 

167 Walker, Patricia. "The Effects of Hearing Selected Children's Stories that 

Portray Blacks in a Favorable Manner on the Racial Attitudes of Groups 
of Black and White Kindergarten Children" University of Kentucky, 
1972 University Microfilm No 72-9425 IIOpp 
Subjects were four uniracial kindergarten groups Forty-five of the children 
were black and forty white The Preschool Racial Attitude Scale was 
administered to each student prior to the experimental procedure and 
again six weeks later, at the end of the treatment The experimental groups 
wt^re one black and one white kindergarten g/oup The other two groups 
served as controls Thirty-five stories were read to the experimental groups 
over a period of six weeks, one or two stories a day. Control groups heard 
informational books or animal stories Black subjects evaluated pictures of 
white figures on the measuring instrument positively and pictures of biac1< 
figures negatively White subjects evaluated white figures positively and 
black figures negatively White kindergarten subjects were more white 
group oriented and biased toward blacks than were black subjects. The 
test of Significance of the effect of stories on racial attitudes was not 
Significant The writer concluded that apparently hearing stones is not a 
sufficient method by itself to modify negative attitudes. 

168 Warthman, John Burns. "A Study of Picture Preferences of Caldecott 

Award Winners and Runners-up by Fourth. Fifth, and Sixth Grade 
Children of Selected Schools '" University of Southern Mississippi, 
1970 University Microfilm No. 71-13.589. 

Subjects w^re 582 children m grades four. five, and six. The 28 books 
selected for use in the study received the Caldecott Award in 1938 and , 
every fifth year thereafter. Two illustrations were randomly selected to 
represent each Award and Honor book. Children indicated their first, 
second, and third choices for each set of illustrations in each group of 
books and books were ranked according to the children's choices. For two 
of the seven years sampled, children did select the Award»book. For the 
five years that children did not select the Award book, there was a 
Significant difference between childre'n's first place choice and children's 
selection of the award winning book. It' was found that grade placement, 
sex, race, or reading levels of children did not tend to influence their selec- 
tion of the Caldecott Award book and runners-up. 



169 Wliite, Mary Lou Usery. '-'Structural Analysis of Children's Literature: Pic- 
.ture Storybooks " Ohio State University. 1972. University Microfilm-No. 
72-27,136. 
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One hundred books designated as picture storybooks were analyzed to de- 
terrnrne whether certain actions or events could be identified as constants 
in {he books, whether the actions would be limited in number, whether the 
actions would arrange themselves in sequence, whether the structural fea- 
tures could provide a way to classify picture storybooks as a closed group 
•within literature, and whether the structural features could be used to 
identify subgroups withm the picture storybook classif-ication. Analysis of 
the books revealed twenty-eight actions which were categorized as aspira- 
tion travel quest, information, deed, and goal. No ordered sequence of ac- 
tions was identilied and it was concluded that picture storybooks cannot be 
classified as a closed group within literature 

17a Wiggins. Rudolph Valentino. "A domparison of Children's Interest in and 
Attitude towards Reading Materials Written in Standard and Black 
English Forms Ohio State University, 1971, University Microfilm No. 
72-4690 135 pp 

Subjects were 224 third and fourth graders from two predominantly black 
elementary schools Four children's books were rewritten using a language 
model based on speech of some black children m New York City. Wash- 
ington DC. and Detroit The standard English versions of the books, 
were taped and played one at a^time to 1 14 children in their classrooms. 
The black English versions were taped and played to another llOchiidren. 
After each story was played, children indicated interest and attitudes on a 
semantic differential instrument There was an indication that third and- 
fourth graders are significantly more interested in standard English ma- 
terial than black English material The third and fourth graders had 
significantly more positive attitudes toward standard English version^ than 
toward black English versions. The differences in attitudes toward black 
and standard English reading materials were not significantly affected by 
■"sex grade level or age 

171 Wilcox. Leah Margaret. Choosing Literature for 'Young Children." 

University of Southern California. I97l' University Microfilm No. 72-11. 
967 28Qpp 

From a review of the wntings of twelve authorities, a listing of criteria for 
good literature for early childhood was made These criteria, listed In 
descending order of importance according to number of times mentioned, 
formed the basis of a questionnaire sent to directors of Head Start pro- 
grams in order to determine whether the academicians and the educators 
considered the same standards of excellence to be important. The experts 
reached basic agreement on many aspects of what constitutes good litera- 
ture for children In seventeen of the twenty-eight items on the question- 
naire, there was a significant.difference in the responses of academicians 
and educators The academicians strongly advocated criteria that stressed 
literary qualities of books They opposed didacticism in literature but were 
concerned about expanding children's interests and giving them opportus 
nities to respond to varied art media. The educators (directors) stressed 
' cnterja in choice of 'books of information. Only one-third of them opposed 
didacticism m literature They strongly supported any criterion that en- 



Couraged reading readiness Many were not concerned that some books 
seem to patronize children and only 64 percent felt that children's literature 
must fulfill standards of excellence in writing. . • 

1 72 Wilkens. Lea-Ruth C. Walter Crane— and the Reform of the German Pic- 

ture Book 1865-1914' University of Pittsburgh. 1973 University 
Microfilm No 74-1452 138 pp 

The study investigated the influence that Walter Crane had on the reform. of 
the German colored picture book It was found that Crane's work was the 
catalyst m the development of a model for the creation of a picture book of 
aesthetic quality This model was developed by the German teacher organ- 
izations who sponsored two major picture book exhibits in which most of 
Qrane's picture books were on display Crane's influence on the reform of 
the'German picture book is evidenced primarily m the aesthetic makeup of 

the entire book and not necess^f^fv^m the artistic style used by the artist. 

. * 

1 73 Winsor, deorge Eugene. "The Self-Other Concept as Revealed through an 

Analysis of a Selected List of Children's Books" Michigan State 
University. 1965 University Microfilm No 65-14.292^ 
Fifty books dealing with American children were thosen from the 1961 
ChiJdren s Co^^talogue The books were analyzed to determine the presence 
of four self-other concepts Analysis did not reveal a concern with physical 
status and personal style. The analysis of content did show a concern for 
interpersonal relationships and <^alization that aspiration is an essential 
part of the self-other concept In almost all cases, the leading character in a 
story makes an effort to adhere to standards of family affection, kindness, 
honesty^cooperation, pnde m country, responsibility, courage, and kind- 
ness to animals 'Relationships among peers and between parents and 
children were revealed 

1 74 Woodyard, Mary Ann. The Effects of Teaching Black Literature to a Ninth 
Grade. Class m a Negro High School, in Picayune. Mississippi." 
University of Tennessee, 1970 University Microfilm No 71-17,786: 



Subiects were students in two ninth grade literature classes with 30 
students each One of the classes was taught material from the state 
adopted text, the other was taught a collection of black literature. The con- 
clusions were 1) the kind of reading ability measured by achievement tests 
IS not greatly increased or retarded by studying black literature instead of 
the state text. 2) the self-concept or self-esteem of black students may be 
enhanced by studying black literature, and 3) textbook publishers'would 
be justified m giving wider recognition to black writers and material about 
blacks 

• » 

175 Worley. Stinson Ezell. 'The Relationship between Developmental Task 
Situations and Children's Interests in Stories." North Texas State 
College. 1961 University Microfilm No. -61-6208. 188 pp. 
The study s three subprbWems were to determine the developmental value 
of certain stones found in the textbook readers, to dete/mine the general 
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and expressed interests of children m stories, and to compare the general 
and expressed interests of the children in the stories wifh the develop- 
mental value of the stones it was found that thQ stories appeared to 
concentrate on situations thought by adults to be important for children. 
They reflected middle-class attitudes toward" the development of inde- 
pendence honesty loyalty, affection for adults, bravery, courage, and 
leadership The importance/^f the male role was strongly emphasized to 
the extent that girl readers may be lacking an opportunity to identify with 
appropriate feminme roJes Factors other than developmental value de- 
termine the general reading interest of middle-grade children tn stories 
However. .when children stated what incident they liked best in a story, they 
preferred story situations m which character^ were solving developmental 
tasks Responses of sex groups and reading ability groups were not 
Significantly different 

176 -Zais. Robert Stanley. The Sophistication of Reading Interests as Related 

to Selected Personality Factors and Certain Other Characteristics of 
High School Students Unive^;^4v of Connecticut, 1968 University 
Microfilm No 69-2199 
A scale was developed to measure sophistication of reading interests and 
a standardized test was used to measure personality factors Students in 
grades mne throjgh twelve ser/ed as subjects When considered in com- 
bination personality variables were not significantly related to sophistica- 
tion of reading interests, but sex age, IQ. and reading achievement were 
When personality factors were considered singly, benevolence was related 
to sophistication of reading interests for the total population and conformity 
was stgntftcantly related for the male population Sex. IQ. and reading 
achievement considered singly, were significantly related but age. was 
not The correlation of a single factor or combination of factors with the so- 
phistication of reading interests was not high enough, however, to be useful 
^ in predicting the level of sophistication 

177 Ziegler. Carlos Ray. The Image' of the Physically Handicapped in 

Children s Literature Temple University. 1971 University (Vligrofilm 
No 71-26,537 \ 

Forty-seven children s nctionai books from 1940-1969 were selected for 
analysis Each book had at least one physically handicapped character. 
Children s fictional books on the physically handicapped Appear to reflect 
physically handicapped children achieving greater independence from 
adults When there are physically handicapped adults, children seem to be 
more involved in giving directions to the adultS; The books show increased 
affection between children and handicapped children of elementary 
school age, when comparisons are made between books of the earliest pe- 
riod and those of later periods The children's books also reflect increas- 
ingly/honest criticism by other children of the handicapped child's be- 
havior The books reflecting a specific type of physical handicap are 
increasingly diverse and appear to show a more realistic, society than 
earlier books showed 
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JOURNAL ARTICLES 

This section contains a bibliography of reports of research in children's litera- 
ture published in journals from 1965-1 974. Journal reports of doctoral disserta- 
tion? are not included here; Part 1 gives the reference to each original doctoral 
study and provides an abstract of, the study. The journals listed in this section 
Should be available m any sizable college library or res^^rch collection. 

178 Aaron. Ira E.. et al, "Reading Achievement in a Summer Reading 

^ Program." Elementary English, 44 (December 1967), 8^5-877. 

179 Abel. Midge B. "Amertcan Indian Life as Portrayed In Children's Utera- 

lure," Elementary English. 50 (February 1973), 202-208. 

180 Algra. CeCella, and James Flllbrandt, 'Book Selection Patterns Amqng 

High School S\u6en\s:' Journal of Reading, 14 (December 1970) 157- 
162 

181 Andresen. Oliver. "The Significance of Profundity in Literary Apprecia- 

tion." Pea d/ng flesea re/? Ouarre/-//. 5 (Fain 969). 1.00-119. 

182 Antley, Elizabeth Martin, and Ann L Fluitt, "Socioeconomic Differences 

in Reading Interests." in J. Allen Figured (Ed).V/sfas in Reading, 1966 
Proceedings. Volume 1 1 . Part 1 . Newark. Delaware; International Read- 
ing Association. 1967..342-345. 

183. Ashl^y. L F. "Children's Reading Interests and kidividualized Reading." 

Elementary English, 47 (December 1 970). 1 088-1 096. 

184. Ashley. L. F. "Curious Company: Some Juvenile Heroes. 1 840-1940." f/e- 

. menfaz-yEng/Zsr/?, 47 (March 1970). 356-360.' 

185 Barrett. C. Patricia, and G. V. Barrett. "Enjoyment of Stories in terms oT 

Roleldentification."Pe/'ceprua/-and/Wo^o/'S/c/7/s. 23(1966), 1164.. 

186 Barrilleaux, Loujs- E. ^'Textbook and Library Usage in Junior Hi^h 

Saence," Journal of Readi^ng, 11 (December 1967), 192-200. 

187. Bateman, Robin. "Children and Humorous Literature." School Librarian 

. 15 (July 1967); 1.53-156. 

188. Beaven, Mary "Responses of Adolescents to Feminine Characters in 
^ Literature," Research in the Teaching of English, 6 (Spring 1972). 48- 

68. 

189. .Blatt, Gloria T. "Mexican-Ameriqans in Children's Literature," E/emenfar)/ 

English, 45 (April 1968), 446-45lr- . 
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190. Blount, Nathan S. "The Effect of Selected Junior Novels and Selected 
Adult Novels on Student Attitude^toward the 'Ideal' Novel." Journal of 
Educational Research, 59 (Decem/ber V965). 179-182. 

191 Brand, J, "Effect of Highly Ag^reesrve Conteriit in Comic Books on Seventh 
Grade Children." Graduate Research in Education, 4 (Fall 1969). 46- 
61 

192. Buchanan, E, "Children's Choice." New Library World, 73 (November 

1971). 127-129. 

193. • Burn's. Miriam. ^'Japan in Children's Fiction." Elementary English. 43 

' (January 1966). 29-38. 

194 Chlu, Lian-Hwang. "Reading Preferences of Fourth Grade Children Re- ' 

lated to Sex and Reading Journal of Educational Research. 66 

(April 1973). 369-373. 

195 Cohen. Sol. "Minority Stereotypes in Children's Literature; The Bobbsey 

Twins. 1 904-1 968." Educaf/ona/ Forum, 34 (November 1969). 119-125. 

4 

196 Consuelo, Sr. Mary. "What Do First Graders Like to Read?" Catholic 

School Journal, 67 (February 1967). 42-43. 

^197 Cooper, Bernice, and Doyne M. Smith. "Reactions of Sixth Grade 
^Students to Remembered Favorite Books of Elementary School 
leachers." Elementary English, 49 (November 1972). 1010-1014. 

198 Daniels, Leona. "34th Man: How Well is Jewish Minority Culture 
Represented m Children's Fiction?'" School Library Journal, 17 (Feb- 
ruary 1 970). 38-43 

199. Davis, James E:' "Recent Trends in Fiction for Adolescents." English 
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1967). 878-882 
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Trade Juveniles." Reading Teacher, 27 (October 1973). 37-42. 

202. Duvall, C. R., and V. Downing. "Investigation of the Summer (Free) Read- 

ing Choices of Elementary School Children in a Selected Indiana Com- 
munity." Focus. 25(June 1971). 94-97. ■ 

203. Eisenman, Sr. M. Victoria. "The Situaticfn in Literature." Elementary ■ 

English. 42 (October 1965). 644-645. 

204 Emans, Robert. "What do Children in the Inner City Like to Read?" E/e- 
menfary Sc/700/ Jouma/.. 59.(December 1968), 118-122. 
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' RELATED STUDIES 

. / 
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y ' Part 4 

' s INDEX 

This index is designed to help readers locate studies according to information 
about charactenstics of-sgbiects, instruments^used. and general content Each 
entry in the bibliography isTiunnbered and those numbers are used m the mdex. 
The terms used m the index indicate major focuses of the studies m relation to 
hypotheses sample groups* content, research designs, and research mstru^ 
ments When more than one term may be used to describe a characteristic bf a 
study please consult air appropriate terms.withir^the index 
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ture 64.' 73. 162 
college students as research sub- 
jects 73. 218, 316 i 
fcorriic books 191 

comparative studies 22.46.116 206 
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